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"Land ah e ^eeo made advisedly sn ug 

The iVb^^!" . n ^a ^^tch she was under he? 

or the mg ht> f^^a^ Jl^ast staysail only. Not 

that it blew ^^^ils a&<? x,xi*> , it was the last night of 
hzzy, with ^ £*y hax^-' ^** 

the voyage, ^avy s* e * t>een a cast of the deep- 

At °S^t v - e ***** t-estift that the skipper had 

sea lead, ^^ °ells tJie \fic;^*** ^ra.^ ually ^ excited pas- 

^^ ^ tw^ s^ 11 it*; €*rf>le, instead of staying on 

setvsos^rt Jr to tur £ is e^^ The second mate had 

tofc \& «^ flowed J> Hgt**- that night, and what the 

*^\ vv the O twa X O^^ti *° r most The saloon 

^ \X«Xt would be tx<> ctxO^Jged glimmer in the middle 

&%*ty Said was S°° c l&^ tx "^lleo moon; not a port-hole 

</*^w had become a - , ** * ^d the surviving topsails, 
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without visible 
the ship like g^ 

Four per so 
of the watch, 
xnidshipmen's _ 
wheel, in eclip* 
upon one weatr 
the second rr* 
cigar that glo-^, 
tacled face, t±^_ 
sharing the rxx 
"It's all at 
sistent tones , 
are we to^ 
we shall lanc\ 
board. A s * 
use his disctr^n 

line." 

The yo\xx^_ 
puffed agairx. 

"Very e«= 
captain does 
you want to 
c* ^Anythi. 
sider this n 
I must k^cx. 
yours^J^ firs 
the cziga* ^ 
about you. 
that yrovi s« 
you ^,re, 






DENIS DENT. 

tch or stick aloft or alow, hovered over 
^tic bats. ^, _ ^^jj v 

x-emained upon the poop: the middy 
^talised by muffled guffaws from the 
tin i n the after-house; the man at the 
a~bove the belt, with the binnacle light 
■r-heaten hand; and on the weather side, 
in reluctant conversation with a Dig 
i. at intervals into a bearded and spec- 
sxnooth brown one of the young officer 
^utary illumination, 
^vell," said the senior man, in low per- 
t^xat if we don't have it out now, when 
»J- know what it will be like to-morrow: 
S5*~t thing, and you'll be the busiest man on 
""fcrxe rules of the ship, if an owner can't 
»>. he might as well travel by some other 

bellow was smiling pleasantly as the other 

Mr. Merridew. I don't object if the 
^ and of course I must tell you anything 
«w." 
L My good young man, if I am to con- 

^-^^r for a moment (which I don't promise) 
everything that you can tell me about 
TfT<Dr what," continued Mr. Merridew, taking 
:*. his teeth, "what do you suppose I know 
-this moment? Absolutely nothing except 
to be a first-class sailor, as they tell me 
c very nice fellow, as I have found you for 
dship; but of your shore-going record, of 
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sp< 



« sts«~- 



your position ^ 

their position, 

at all." * — spc»- - .. 

Mr. Metric ^ faitf**^ TT \ Cert *in d.V 

sionate^^ deliver^ J^ *^£**«*jfc 
«". **<* t2?»*. •• „«£? ixis tone was kindly, and ^ 



plain*,, . -^ nothing 



a turn, and eni ~** » ~~ -«r^t l»* s " * ' " ua *ne 

periods free f !J V it- Ve Veoce- . t 

"You r4°*> wil^l fj^ioa ea^ about my p , e> 

I have none? ***ake y^nS" *> itteTly ' A father, y hand 



I have none >> **»ake y oX Z-i\ox *>» 
found his S h'„. „ s «M.d tf 1 ** , _ -wr<>r<3 
•*****« o» f^so sorry. 

"I 
his hand, 



me an *,! Relieve- 



***-".. s2ti a **• Me mdew, removing 

Jt *** th. «-* «^JJ gfif se ' which he 

"i^ss^-*^ Kt. dead for 






: essary for you to know it, 



,ec 



-7 -v« all « 

was Irish; v ^tie 

will keep, j * iQame - ^ ,*— ^ in ^ ft ^ 
or anything **ay no* ^J^ through my mother- 

alter me. ^^re a** ^^?-** 1 * 

though yon J»* I ^^ixalc ^'ted Mr. Merridew, blowing 

" l V ^1<T ?*! d , n * ~ r^^^fSl * e red «S ht fou °d him 

A^^t a ^ mk 2„ r & e * 4zX^ dLe& ' but ^e officer ^th 

v *to^>n le , 'at a **J J ^ sp^ perceptible emotion in the 



^ 
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0* rtk first name," ; 
f \ * ^ Penis; and 7 
% ^ S for once." 



^t on > '^ S as Irish as you 
fi& *** ^y say that I've been living 
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"Denis!" re 
I "know that na 
tain Devenish's 

"Indeed," s 
light in his spa. 

m y father was 

his father's fa.tfc^_ 
them to leave t 
"May I as' 
"It isn't * 
everything to *t 
despaired of ix 
people — I caxx*- 
And the ^ 
Mr. Merridew 
clean-cut fac^ , 
bright hrowxx 
laughter, if CkV 
Trie sowtl: 
the ship rusla_< 
secoixci had a 
back to wixv 
pockets. 

<*^Vnd y^r* 

"and yet y 

t* Xf sh^ 
uncer^tainty 

<*X. ne\ 
very sorry 
you, ^ir." 







DENIS DENT. 

^*€d Mr. Merridew, with intereS ^ "^S- 
~ anyhow; one of our p^tirers— Cap ^ 

-^^ r Z he 's Denis Devemsh, you **°£- 

1 IDenis Dent, and there was a*g^ 

eye. "Well, so much for my mother, 

^rkshire dalesman, as his &**« aiid 

were before him. I am the first of 

land." 

?» 
land any more. My father gave up 
* my mother abroad, when her life was 

ngland, and when her people her own 

*r mst myself to speak of them I " 
xxg fellow turned abruptly aside, while 
•-^fTed and peered at a massive though 
^wliose only Irish feature was a pair of 
ry^s, bold and resolute, yet quick to 
feer still to fire. 

sister sang through the unseen rigging; 

a. fathom through the unseen sea. The 

^ok at the compass, and came climbing 

<&rd with his hands in his pea-jacket 

said Mr. Merridew, nourishing his cigar, 

want to marry my daughter 1" 
1.1 have me, sir," said the sailor, with an 

that point in becoming contrast to his 
Tciciself. 
zlxer / will or not." 

said that, Mr. Merridew. I should be 

take up such a. position, I can assure 
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Mr.Memde^^so^£ '^ do -s your 

fa^er mdetxuT 1 ^ »f^ fore ^f with mj P«ents, sir „ 
"I hoped i.<*xd ^..vhed ^Vi T understand . 



I;- 
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B1 "*<* We^/toisb** if I understand ari„u t „ 
"But tiey i?_ ^d *£&&*•* ^ound and hj^ne 
joined Mei^ you ^ ^ la* «J ^ ^ tone y 

with some <u?*, ^"^^^r officer in the Srh!^ * 

daughter on ^^rity- ^ j^<> r ° merchant 

service" pay baV e my captain cgrtj. 

"I never Sa - e+tfre*' 

ficat^sir, ^ ^ **t to ^ ^ ^^ 

Ine new to tl* e \efc t& name " 

went so far ^ *X e w*s «*^?Sight have ten thousand 

,<And Nan • &-A l* e ' ^ioi»- * don,t ™* *e would, 
pounds for w,» * saX . ( , c p^ i<zb* have more. Her hus- 
but for all yo ^ ^a^^jje *** %& i» uch into settlement, if 
band ought to* l" l0 * r le* s * don'* y° u think? And yet 
only as a self ^r" 1 ^ .*<* i** 4 **^.^* dd PP«'» ^^-" ■ . ,■ 

you would rn^ s P eCttfl t*» er *r * s thou 8 h for a flash he i 

The youtT*^ ber %jxi> cC ' -i*Tong. Then his face i 

saw himself ^ roan "%. *l* e ey es — and it was the face • , f 

hardened^ Wholly ^j^is** Hii*»se lf with his life's blood. . |- f 

{ a man ^C l but ^f^gtiiy v^ere in the eyes, inex- 

topulse, s*J? would J^ eri ty» ud setting. ; 

feariOfe ^T ative > r! ti* e *^a that I will never be any- 
"Yovi /^ttance *** r0 ,t% t ^ «J3ut, sir, once a sailor 
«««, «v ^e it f° r ^\t& e ^' „ -we 11 at sea. Pd get on 
t5^- he exol^t f %ything! You may smile. 
^ v. ^ays one. I' ve J^-^^T ^> il may seem what you 
r €// mi land—anv^^f/r^r** f even for wbat I am now. 
fAv° fl me &' >*;S*^ e Ine time_if she would?" 

Ngj-J surely, you w 



It was the 

ing out * n worck^ 
of that race; b 
and jaw that c 
his mind was il^ 
Here was t. 
struck him, b\xt 
name of his < 
Ireland! Mr. 
pleased with ix:m 
gard it as sixc^X. 
sonality to w^fcv.^ 
the key. Tbi-^- 
his own. Trx^^ 
worth in Derxt^ 
deserve her. 
own father vvi-t 
in the case, otb 
as she drove- 
voyage. 

Bvit as t.Tc*^ 
between tin 
lauglx , an<^ 
tinge of a.^> 
man in a jts 
schaxaTXi pi;t> 
oftJx^ day. 
c Well , 

cried ** e > 
Mr. jylerr 





DENIS DENT. 

hman speaking, the Irish blood spurt- 
ed Mr Merridew distrusted the bulk 
*iis cigar glowed again upon a mouft 
of hfrdef stock, and for the moment 

inated too. - 

Denis Dent, not one young man, it 

<o young men in one, eacli with a very 

Dent from the dales, Denis from old 

^idew smiled through his spectacles, 

conceit, not altogether disposed to re- 

\)ut incontinently interested in a per- 

he had been so clever as to supply 

^art of the discoverer warmed toward 

"was an attractiveness in Denis, a solid 

XDenis might win the girl. Dent would 

-^xci Denis Dent might have carried her 

Xxim, had he been the only young man 

ven on the poop of the North Foreland 

■ough the haze on the last night of her 

Iipair stood eye to eye, the pregnant pause 

"was interrupted by a loud and startling 

tall figure loomed through the first grey 

cz> aching dawn. It was that of a young 

ssTled dressing-gown, with an ornate meer- 

=> indent between the bushy black whiskers 

-that doesn't take first prize for cheek!" 
Txirched toward them in his slippers as one 
^xr found his sea-legs. 

Tc^aving a private conversation, Ralph," said 
r~ in mild rebuke. 
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«A pnvate 



— , OFFICER- 

tlxat yo« ?f d JJf^ on the 



of liquor wrtfc ^ rC f^^- ' Uow«" PlOUd 

f it he wants tv ^eing °* ta i P to kd 

And the , J*** whole ^g^ted 3^J "j»». who 
^ the h^^cb^ P ^s »££* a horse , 

v . n E>exT P *h " s ** «ratcb, but you shall SDea k 



cmuj « you 8,^*"** ' a ll- ~ e you're put off" 

-5S °^SL £*** *%£#* but y< ? shan ^ 

By Vjo<J," ^ «» e *: r^e-v**** +he r owner's son, on 
that! ^Befo^ gnarled ^ ^^L- last in the 4? 



last night f t v» 
Officer of the 
Come 



vo; 



y^ e L«a y 



for 

**S yoor 1^ m the Line, Mr. 
** ou dare to ,a y a hand on 



me! 



x*, — ' .- ./V***^ ' i know your blustering 
VV at cb! a^^- ^os!" B 

breed, you <j "^ Y ?*VlK.-»**"* 1> !i j^evenishes! I know you 

"And t t****ed ^--^aoy one of you!" 
too well to so?° w y «ds °** Jss of ^ retort had an 
Tie °<*x<i ^y ^ t»i* ter ^rer; on « ^ stupefied, the 
opposite effifcJr**^* 5 ?* r J»^* « light; but Devenish was 
other it ftooa on &*** &&& &&& for *he moment there 
the first to *^ with ^^t*e» tJl e m* 8 *- The deplorable 
W as noa^ r,^^ his y^^ot^ tt» e startling apparition of 

' <J. .^Vrtore awful, because a more 



*n c 



'iiw^ foul ^ 

uo *« and more **» tor^**^.^ drunk or sober! Out of 



, "» (tad you *° S<-fi cC S 

^ «ie come, w 



in irons before you're a 
said Mr. Merridew, 
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with dignity; 
you imagine; 
pevenish." 

"I don't 
Company lurirx: 
"You can ha; 
mine at sea; 
be thankful t> 
her again, 
since we g<^t 
and Austral*^ 
you owners » 
watchl" 

But itwa 
or even ni&V^n 
sible in a <^<^ 
longer detax: 
to each*, axx< 
the frig* 1 sxx 
Xt was 3 
from a mixr 
niag to "^ 
msLXx drow 






DENIS DENT. 

<i as for vour iron coffin ot a siiip, 
S, m a eoff her alive, let alone «^«^ 
-two compasses alike, thirty-six hours 
^Tdarkest night of the voyage, 
yXe! Yet this is the night yon choose 
loully and browbeat my officers of the 

o longer the darkest night of the voyage, 

*_fc aU. The group stood visible and divi- 

erxey haze. The lower topsails were no 

«c± from the ship; there was a misty mast 

the ship was running dry-decked through 

_— ' ~^KT"% seas 

-fcriis moment that the haze lifted like breath 
■ S, and a subtle new sound was just begin- 
ate itself upon tne ear whten the look-out 
it with his roar from the forecastle head. 
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. a0d ir \ *? f 084 a PPalling 
yicsK** a t th e last moment the 

*^tTeg ed cU ^' f read y P^allel 
>f J tfre muffled thud of the 



Land w as i^ *, e 
shape known trT^ 64 * ^r 
ha Z ehadU fte ^^eaf^f ^ c ... ui me 

with the f Qre ^ ^tt » »^ it t>y £ lo oked. 
breakers, not Q *5*» *x&a* ** S *,lessed with a commander 

The iVb^Vte so » ^^ s "Agency. LitUe Coles had 
who was at hi s •* ! 'or* ta " ^i*. eI L a ve stayed on deck, and 
turned in wb-T *> est 1 \ l o** l< ^ tiip"« vreck ^^ if such Bis- 
was no mor e **" be ^ f° r -^vi* he r0Se t0 the ^^ion 
asters had fc^ ^ t ' e P are 7 > vw* a ' cr acked like a whip from 

like a lark, vt** u ° lc0 _ vO* c f ~\\ h^ds, piped from the 



£X** ««*p "U"i 

jjl hands, piped from the 
^^rters, and the midship- 
c though the words drew 

c%me r 1 * - t ^ the mizzen and main- 

T^ e *&»w. s et, Jlifxi P ut down to brin 8 her 

«P««* W W W *J tf* e ^lU '. 1 ^ 8 * 1 ^ Sh . e 



the break of ^s sharp ^d 
forecastle, tlx ^e P°^ c e^ 
men's be nh ^ — " ° 
blood 



the fresh sails flapped; 

on the other tack, though 

, r essed into the job. 



«w* * ^ in ^ ^ -* ^ the job . 

^S-VMSt ^as no gett»»» v^^^te with compressed lips 

^* Upper mizzen *°PLj *- *^ld e of musketf y from his 

> r . . „ -r»j.t e *-* ■rX 0, +*, anchors were let go 






W\ 






tt 



$1 



m 



1& 

The port an_ 
board anchor si 
their holding, tk 
into the chains 
shore every me^. 
rOC k, where trx*== 
the captain ti£*_ 
longer than leti 
hands were alc*» : 
Coles was ^ 
by this time "txs 
other minute ss 
tack. But a-t 
tempt to sheett: 
lines of the «v_ 5 
on board, arx<^ 
upon the to£>€2= 
them like tlxe 

It was tVx^ 
crash. under- 
like sl rat itx 
had xrun wLtifc^ 
now, ^l** 1 s^v-^= 
was down 1 
inie sc 
of pitch els 
pearly <*a- 

Everyr hat 

ing, screarr 

ness ^* s i ^_ j i 
singl^ rrx 






DENIS DENT. 

o. had fifty fathoms of ~^£TX 

^ fathoms of chain; ^^ a Lm sent 

s^iis were clewed up, ana <\ . £ 

W* the lead, for she was ^S>Si 

— x*t But the lead danced on smootn 

^ScWf trailed as readily as over ^ 

«iem both up again, but that ^ took 

^ them go, and meanwhile half the 

-shaking out sail once more. 

^ -wing his resource at every point, and 

l^is ship actually head to wind; in an- 

xnight have stood away upon the port 

is juncture time was wasted in an at- 

>rtie the topsails, which failing, the bunt- 

t^ail were let go, the port main tack got 

-m* sheet hauled aft. The men were still 

rxen the North Foreland struck and spilt 

nners in a tug-of-war. 

orrible striking of an iron ship: a terrific 

«*s- mizzen-chains, and there she quivered 

-^<errier , s teeth. And the devilish seas that 

tr, hunted with her, how they fell on her 

t and trampled her from the moment she 

on deck, if it wanted the infinite horror 
«^ss, was only a degree less dreadful in a 

that left no doubt about the situation. 

zk^y spouted crude humanity, shouting, shov- 

pr f scolding, covering a chattering naked- 

ed the deck, and there struck silent at a 

nothing was hid, nothing extenuated, for a 

t, to a single eye. There was no learning 



Qxn ** EUT - 



the worst by v ^-s It was patent at 

the wildest\^**x a ne «*JE2V~ T "?*Ci5 i 

was no mo r ^ t*e c^^oed «ty t han *e 

s^-^jv- - «*— for the "-^ / 

her settling^ &-*&* J5frg> ** ^tn t ?* ani P* falling ,,' 

about the 8 d '^ her bu^fe^ 11 ^? 1 «* to hear / . 

The eyes ^ There **£ sP^ a htUe ' ^^ shut j 

themmore^t have b^eo ** upper spar came down 
**«££*** once, * S J^ sailor with mcredible neat- 
ness, and *> transfi*^ ^&^Tf ^ and *ck; 
but few es ^li; ****** **£ V 10 ^^ V™ 
scream, a P ^^. the sig n * s «* st P re - A ste ward with 
the stock ^<W sig^t T** the lazaretto touched the 
«" stock of r*fe S J* fr^***., in some hoarse tirade the 
vXfc>- f And ^^^it and then abject £ tt , „ = 

reed^ ^ ^gers **> _ ^^ ^ ^ ^ ^ he j| 



The v g «.lotir was the only part he 

, JT b ^ e , ^ of /^Jits; * e whole fleet docked, 

lacked, ^^t part a^^iy six Hfe-bdts to go round 

mboatd, °t a boat JS* e3C *S»ndred souls! 

**W* ^J*"* 5 ' /tvef * Clearing away the port life- 

^ w Pa f y ° t <f ^* S o»« blaspheming, another in 

W tfrtV ft , "ST haP^ ^i* 11 "M* that they would 
* ™&five of the *^ri**0 officer himself in a ^ 

*//1$, more than oof tlie 3^** A t the break of the poop, 
s*t\ v W> drowned, »**} o^^'j* a. slender figure in a pink 
*C* V N * ^ony of his gt0 cK» 2 , 



^<f all this t«*» e 



f 



*^5t 
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wrapper, betwe 
tnan with bushys 
Dent wondered 
cond thoughts 
heart. He did. 
to have the res. 
his own game I 
trio, but he s«s 
vision galled 1-^ 
"Take yov 
officer, all reel 
skin bonnet f~^ 
done his p» 
on you and 

The chi _ 
cold proiani-t- 
calculated l^A* 
other lifeboat 
recovered 1m 
they could 
but Denis < 
the toreak < 
ing one of 
in jpirik. 

'Xhe x> 
busy roars 

was still 
gripes ha^f 

of ixoofc: 

Was shovi 








DENIS DENT. 

« bearded man i»f ^nd t^els* 
Ixiskers in incongruous silK an 
^iy he did not lend a hand no, on se 
=- knew, and cursed the fellow in his 
-«=>t mean to leave her side. He meant 
^xvg of her. Trust a Deyemsh to play 
>«enis was too busy to look twice at the 
ed to see them all the time, and the 
to insensate effort, 
-time, take your time," cried the chief 
•ook-nose and ginger moustache, an 011- 
« B ed under his chin. "The old man s 
Xle'll go down in her. The rest hangs 

-c^t the responsibility with his own tap of 
xiot unaccompanied by shrewd cuff and 
as he superintended the clearing of the 
As for the skipper, it seemed that he had 
nettle to meet fresh trouble further aft; 

x him firing oaths and threatening lead; 

.Id not get his eyes past the two men at 
Ine poop, for as he looked they were lash- 
^ six life-belts about the forlorn little figure 

life-boat was ready first, and. the third mate 
ng the women and children in a helpless, 
:rig, exasperating throng; but Miss Merridew 
ained by her friends on the poop. The 
*€n cut, and Denis himself had sent the last 
:• He and his crew of five were in the act 
-t^fae tackles to the thwarts. The chief mate 
^r a timely word of advice. 



"When 



yo u 



aW ay in her 

at that insta nt *** 



sAir^ 



her 



pextt. 
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QUI 

t^urxohed, and filled, ^ ^ 

feet H er 

» ,. what he was to do tfa 

n0t sSl li7ted ^ P ° rt life ' boat clea^ 



than he S L^^ though* ^Ssed, .■£*?»« but one 
that som e C l<i have *i»PP ^ brain °g hl »; he Was hit 
about the J?* ^vas be^ £ t re peatedly; but as as 

he could I , Ca< i, not ora^e ^ aS on, for a dim glimmer 

was all th*^ 4U ^V^ ^rT "^ ^ 
, ca ere ^^ *_ ,_ ee - .,^derher. It was the thwart 



nn< 



. j bee H tl , w^tiri**^ * cam e up like a cork and 
pulled as at J ^elabot*^ ^ en thwm *, «d 

t> e S t°ffSi P er Ie^ irted b ; eath ' ^^rsedto 
th„ hlS ^ f £et*i* affair, and a bilge-cork handy 
hew ai s t>b ^ on ^« clc of danger occurred to him. 

for fresh s * Wx no tn e ^ rollers like the 
The capsi^PUes, unt x0 &c shatter herself against the 

but atany ^ l »fe-bo^ ^ag^ f one for Denis to dive 
cliffs. It ^°*nent **■ ^£ oU ght The cliffs, however, 

from un<i^ s hardly tne ^ of the wreck he could see 



"P^th her ** 






were still f^^^th nei _ — ^^^.y * .^as now broad daylight, 
nothing f 0t . 5, enoxigj^ j-jtjfc **£ again, and in about five 

He \^ ^^ SW llxc X> °^ryi tl ° ap P arent reason - Det "s 
raraates s^ * under * rS elf ^ess, nor was the advantage 

**&«*** ^gh ted ** t he Pfl at had come up full, and 
r^.v . J stunned lix -*-i-»« **.-r** 



be 



. K J stunned i*» ^j^e ,ife. 

WS*\» unmixed. __* H is j£j cliffs> Until ** hi S seas 

*• instantly capsized again. 



bd now to bale 



for 



o** 




c u e floated "^ s** gca ling the keel, only to be 
30 u~*. ^ n de d "** 



break 



ira 



*W «e succeed 



I, 



DENIS t>^^ 



i«=:^^ broke for bi^ 
&*<=>*-<? reason ^^ * s 

' -— ™ ^-4 a „ur >'^ ^ ^ 

■OUCH Of ^ * 



berth an<i ""»e JrJ* --^^nts to ,.1 ^d . **» «. 

under **i« c *£ nC e reined, ***** *£> M^tSt 
behind ^^That weather, * * P^ ^ > ^ 
drowsy *^^ S tiny sounds: one co u , d tile deJ?** Pe?**^ * 
numer^^L^t. Bnt there ^ JU*^ gj ?!!^ 
that it ■****, Hght, and so swee t *> Jitt] e St fc^ ^7^ 
little v^ %£? iA his own p^*^ J ^ *^ 
there**** 1 ' ^'s f>^ ft' U* a r 

«*>!• «ied to remember how he , <* «*£*>*£* 

^ & i r Jtages were a paxnfh, ^ c C, °u5£ 

the frr*** 1 on either hand, an<j cojj^ *£ til <* e * - 

0,1 *« * 



ptSN* 



IS T3E.TSTT. 



^ u^ me n camp," explained Mr. 
«*The ^at?'' <?^o*' ve , g0t tlle tooter,s room ^ he has 
.We * c *V d °° r ' 



•OoVveTty 



daxVly 






.'t in the 



^° ^oohooto *■?&*- <<*& 0Ut for ^e day, apuppus; and 
** S f^very q**^l^^e, y ou ? ee » ^ough nice and handy 
'«They' ve att ^ -' er W e hou se. to tell 'em vou'vt 
ai»' 



^v^ ve r , — _, 

*\^ ^?as something ready for you the 
y° U ?mV have to ^*? ^tjt, I say — mister!" And the boy 
But *! «o T^ ^ the bed. 

waked nt you **' ^ 

momet* . +fnUv b ^ ^ ome back and set along of you! 

ask for me to look arter 



stood W ^ 3iin? ^ - and 

<<v Vv for tn^ w ** j n >t take no notice of me, and no 
"** fee\ \^V<^ if you dont- 



Say y°V steT . Yo^ ^d^^ Jiititny. I shall want you to 
you, i*** n »t 1 say ^r^ ' (jo and say so for me, by all 



more <* . \ shaU .v.** 16 '„ v thing the y like to send, though 
E* tveaps o\ xfr <«,» 

bring -j f^ n y ' e ^t in characteristic conjunc 

31 is VyoP ^tc slice of damper, an <* s < 
etl a ^ v^ 1 * 1 <Ji^ te conversation, 
s eat etv <J e iinin ^ said Denis, "and the nex 
tiotx if> *s to e*<*f * time, ^ ean t0 ge t up yet a bit. 



means 
a cup ~ 

B\> was 



so 



"^ freaps o> ^^ „ 

tell m^ a nd bring £ * a get* 1 m characteristic conjunc 

mean* 5 * tea is ^oP T\s slice of dam P er > and s< 
v/hen a <** ^ th * dia*e conversation. 

ea^ d eiinin ^ said Denis, "and the next 

> e* cl ° 0, time, ^an t0 ge t up yet a bit." 

heannV^e ^ lng %<*> l *?* t^?' removing the tray and 

tH - V^ , tt\dn%' t "The 7 u t he word when there is." 
Uln ? <T ^^^ato^ rfl ^e y°^ earest Denis's heart was 
.1 -#>?& either sub ject extraC t least information. 



^risl^^ ' ^ e *e ^^jd ^ did to other topics. 



si 8n s <y\i> 



to 



And v et ^ 



*e*P 



liking 



the lad; in the 



^ DENIS DENT- 



f 

i 

\ 



"OnVy since I was born, and av bit befi^ 
after, amen. 1 " said Mr. Doherty ; ar*d the t ee T?' and - 
by bis grin, -were not unworthy of an abori,..- ^soh 
"And how long is that?" asked Deni s §Ii1 ^. ** 
"1 doxx't know. They say as lam a S,l,,J W * 
teen, but I don't look it, do I?" ** good J*- 

"What! Don't know your own age?" n " 

"Not to a year or two." 
"Didn't your parents tell you?" 
"I nesver had none, mister." 
And. Mr. Doherty grinned again. 
"You. don't remember them?" 
"That's what I mean. They were—. _r 
tellin' you, mister, though I'd rather bite m., 1 * 01 ^ »«• 
than tell another soul on the place »-.-/, t on Su " cll, id 
came sidling from bis seat at ^ foot * <l ^ * o ut 
an easy distance from Denis s ear, a dead ^ e bed ** 
astute young face. "But you >u ^ Secret ^ fo 
cove," he went on, whispering, « and ^ors e *** 

either; so it's a bit of a relief to tell * w °o't ,!.* 
both old hands." U ^-they ,£ * 

"Old hands?" 
"Lags!" 

Now Denis understood. « 0f ^ 
the less of you," he said, gently; « We ^ don't thf Qfc 
ourselves, at any rate there's no credit?** 1 *^ *ak e 

we may be. I, for i» sta ° ce ' * * a^ing eIs * 

But Denis had strength enou gh , ft 
tongue, and his parent* • ™mory Was * to control his 
socSion with that of ^Ported felo **> sacred for as - 
there might be to choose be Ween ^.however httle 

"It might be ^ orse ' th « lad J^ 115 - . v 

6 M w «nt on, with an 






trade on sv^«c^ trfaf„ gs> ^ *><* 



to trade oir». tfc»e?*n P ff 0n T ^v^-^Mrf ¥ 

«* others x* a o* faee n sa v e £ *£<* ^V- 

"Don't spe^fc <>£■ it *^»i *°*C e . S <^£?V ^ 

poor." ' ij e **<j « % c 

An<± she is t<=*o rich " " **** ** 

"Then what more do v - **r * 

Wfa.a.t more? XT* sho.,/? 1 * tv~ *°o 



v»r nave more r» Jit shou/w H-* 

should both be one thi ? *>e *H 
as we are I » * <>, t ^e o^*-?,, 



^r 



Ther e was a X^r-ief;- e ^S^t* 

noises. ~X*rie blin<X fla.pp e(i . ^e* ^j ^j, 

solo in. -tine sick rr». an's ear' <? ***o<* ° °f «. ^^h/ °*- , 

hacking or an axes at the ' *«>u, 0,i «o ^* e *, **§ k - 

at last , and there* sat /fc^***^ *^ J> « *««» 

upon his narrow young sho^th *& >. °^oi^ o^T^**** 

«r><o you know what f^.* s ^ t ^4? ^^oj* 
mister"?" *V/w ^i* io o£ <kf£* 

"Well, what?" '« c* ^ ^-^tj **»t 

" XX I felt same sls you," ' if * Jf^ £» 

a fortune same as hers." ^^ V^ c e 

Denis smiled tolerantly. „ * ^ok -^Ck, 

---Well, and how would .J 16 w. ***y, c **» 

«« X should go up to Bal/" <*o t r** *>_ x *c| . 

as s«-re as my name's Juno, /5 a^t?^ 1 ^ . ^^ 

*-It would have to be 3 ,°<*e!; *>«*• ****** ^ 

dr^lV, though not unti] he jj* W^-"^ °U t *** 

V ^Thea it wouldn't be the^uL^V' *»> *, 

wit** t-e^^^^^C-r. ^^^^^ . ***** 



^ 



^t^ * 






A TOUCH OF FEVER. 



. aoai d not help dallying with th^ 
E> e ° lS Thev been doing such good bu^* 4 
..Have tncj ^X*^* 

then?" . , Why, haven't you heard? 

uGo °t doings as they've had on B^ *> 

been sue* £t was all over the world," tk^-j- 
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with 



shining eyes, 



K^T*^re>s 



never 
this year. 
boy added, 



.*> *t 



sea since 



*i// yoti see 



«It may **>" sa,d ^ "but r<« f S^ 
T „ and it isn't exactly i n a j^r's lin fe ^* 
J "Isn't it!" laughed Jimmy. «<you w^. 
the empty ships in Hobson's Bay! Soi^ 
stuck there since the last <j ay of j an uary, Of , c ' m been 
beean. Do you mean to Say you never h ea *^e n the fun 
finds in Canadian Gully}" *"cj of the b ig 

«You tell me, Jimmy, j want to he at ..» 
Denis was leaning o a an e iboW- Jim (nv 
been on his feet. * ad loJ1 « 

"There were some COves had a claim ^ <:anadian 
Gully, on Ballarat," the bo bega n, » **J U^ ht in h/s 
face, a light that Denis had neve r seen «foar^. „ They 
were doing well, but not too well. afl °. 'jf*" offered to 
sell the hole for a matter of three hundred. Then one 
of tiem went down and ca me up with * nUe e<* weigh- 
ing sixty-six ounces." 

"At how much the ou nce ?" 
"About four guineas." hundred » 

"Well, that wasn't Quite tbe three rect f ever in hfs 
"Stop a bit!" cned Doherty, a jight "Po n the lad's 
*/es, a fever as new to D en j s as th e 



t* 



-^. 



"That was only &e"begin ai !%e 
.... „ , Ao< j 



ft ^K wouldn't sell after that . — 
6 * * nugget of a hund re d a» d 



of "*• Of course 

fore night they'd 

^ty P ou nd s _Troy 



3>EMI ^ Jx 



^evght, vft^s^rt^^^^z- that is-^ % 

into the ot.~k*.e:*r ^=>oimcLs y f 0r 4***<3 

Deals sat ^ox-ward, p r * ^ ft ^^6a ft& 
head wit^ his liands. vS***** *■* PS >o u 
there wa.s the s-a:m<^ light b^ ^ ^e ;,* °^ 

fever in tlxe stiJ* blo ^-*?^^5 '^«S U ^o^ ^ 

remark: e«fL in the ^ace and e ^> e e *>a V ^ " 

"Six thousand pounds ; >, >e s ^ *s i/*^ 
"Six thousand ^roJden " ^e w ** **"" 
capering a.bout tfa^ i"oom. 

of that 1 I ha<i a-fc are ad to ^ ~* . ^^^ ^. 

it off t>y lieart. Hit ^as ^ *of *ho u ^s tfl 

gold, a n <fl they fe^^a- toc^^bg'otig**, ^ tfcJVf 
pole. It wasn't *^ e <V« *' *^^tf **l£*^ * **d 
tunnelling on it S t«ci 0u , o >, J^ \ >«<?*. * f^t 

grapes at twenty _po Ufld £q, ^^/^ J J u * ^* 

on em in the party; they £<**>, S '£e s> ' a s •SN***?^ or 
than xxo time; and two 0Q ' e ^*<V ../W^e kT 1 ^* *o * 
you'd t»e if you -w<e«t Up «i w^V * ^ ' T ^«^ "^T" 

<« A.x*<i took m« ^ong ^ ^-^..^Ujj** i^f *^ u * 

r>enis only wondered «7>Oii/,» * S *>1 **«* 

»st so near him in f te «*t „ **»^ * 




thrust so near him m its «« g, e 
actual flame; it . n ^^^ e | e ^e Ss Jt^ 



-. But I haven't. I'd 0n J ' ***, t ^o^ <* ^ s &W At^ 



>0 u 






1 



A DEAF EAR. 

a strange talk for Denis on t^ 
It * aS in the bed where they ha^ ^ 
j-livef ance ' i; v e but the manner of lts «^^^^ay a / 

strange 5 ' J be had a touch of it befor e t\^ \^ 

T-toniS. *** ,-.._„« ti» not rml„ f«rfTOt tV 



*3 J!* 3 so fl eiK to 



Deois> *£* disease, he not only forg ot l >x 

was suctt sse(J> but hu eveJ . y s ^ Jv 'earned then? 

wbiC prison with the intensely keen «1 % V* ^ through 
on certain of Jus desires Re had «* H *^t*> sudden/, 
outside; neither had Doherty; and he* ^ d £he voices 
Threshold fell upon four equally deaf e- r ^ e( upo « the 
until Mr. Ki tt0 °P ened { he door, a° d eti t -T' *t was not 
the one looked round and the other up, ^*-e d first, that 
"Here," said the sq Uatter> w|s a g etltJ 

. will k*» fiPPrfil.. „i i^f^il tO Rfi^ 



toow you 'will be heartily ^^ to se e ^nwhom I 
The gentleman stood f orvvar d * Tlth °utst- 



and quivering lip 

It was John Merridew. 



A deaf e^' 

The following were ^ fects, * s ^^ e *~ asped them 
by degrees. ^et^eea the mishap 

Not many minutes aad e lapse a .^on of the ^^ 
to the port life-boat a „ d t he Teh . r0 n at th e bottom of 
Foreland into so much wo od and * ^gt standing out to 
^.e sea, with a single top-ga llant $e 
^Xarlc the place. B ut during *jjf i 
°^ler fatality had led indirectly 



**« Zfca/. 




r ^t<^hed hands 



few minutes the 
other. 

4 
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DENIS DENT- 



The loss of the first boat a.xagured jjj 
and, mdee<3., only the chief officer's li Vet j f Of ^ 
sun; butb»«fore it was launched, IDvIiss MemY» to s *kt ^ 
swept overboard through the little faith ^ A ac f K ^ 
friends, who had lashed her life-fc»elt to a f aI , of her n 
to give a gratuitous handle to the next e^ e ° s Par °*n 
It was Captain Coles whose last re^e^K *W *** 
been to prevent one or both gentlemen «._ be fed a " , 
her to their death— some said with his r » <*ivi n „ b ,*<i 
heads; and, as if because neither seem^ Vo ^e r J *** 
longer for his life, these were the two »£, to c a l th * 
to be saved. They were dragged into £?* ^s Sen *«? 
The boat was successfully launched by ** , ate» s k ers 
good management and better luck. But i** * >l *Xti, at " 
to the mate's credit that she immediately ^* s e^f* <* 
sea , and. so continued until p i cked < 8 to 0d * txr *ly 
vessel, which landed the party i n Melbourne v * <*>* Ut . to 
The post-haste journey to the landward \ ef °te „?*?«■ 
wreck, all that night and nearly a n ne s <* ne W* 
matter of a hundred miles up and d* y (it tn e 

only such as any father would have unH ° Unt ry) t? a 
circumstances, and postmen i n ^ *£«*«? n J£ 
tion would have taken wife h lm P ^ev enish , « *e 

But Captain Deven^h did not acco 
to the little outbuilding m which Denis T^^^'dew 
Doherty, or his roaster, remain even <*> V nor di d Jim 
the older man take th e bandaged hanX 1 ™ 8 as * see 
mulously, in both of »» us > tenderly, tre- 

The interview which fol Wed w as 
but Denis had done too much, too r^* 11 affectin g one; 
very emotional view <* *« e X pl i ts ^ntly, to take a 
took little credit for them, ft Wag "In his heart he 

he w ho had saved 



A DEAF EAR, 



^ideWs life, but a merciful God ^ 
Nan **?*T ^ His tool; and while, perhap ^"^ ^ 5 , 

used bx« ^ for that supreme > ^ had 

** n S m^ was almost morbidly a ^^IJ^re th ^'f 
prostrate "^ when Mr> MerridfiW ^^ ^^m^t 1 

v f^ hack a 1 " 11084 t0 ^ P° int at wh'c> i v ^ to / rs d/sa<f _ 



back 
int 



„ ,nterrupted, it was Denis who ^t- t^*^ eanverw- 
-Tnce He was touched by the uncor^ *J **r test Aad 
St bard man's soft side; by the ™*\x^lll h J *"%?£* 
f^edingly delibera^a nd ^ ^^ £— ^ 
remembered on the poop, ^ ^ vo lc ^ ^ that be 
with very tenderness. B ut his oW m v j c ^ a( st iii broke 
the more dispassionate, and ap p ar ently ^^ w^ H so much 

«I unsay every wo r d,» saif j Mr. Me^-^*" 56 - 
second time, and more pointedJy than befoi* 3 ^*-, for the 
in his really generous emotion he c0ll| d n ot ^ sinc , ^ en 
that it was unsaying a g^ dea J. *^elp feeling 

Denis nodded from h - D jjloW, but onix, .„ 

that he heard. «Yo u ^JrV * ind >" he ^JZ/T* 
1 . . , - . a ^e very 1 . , r ^^nswered at 
ength, with no ironic i ntent « t oo kind, I ^ lmost th - nJ , 

You might live to regret it " 

"No, no; never, nev er i tfoW I kn ° W ****« you are." 
"I am a junior offi Cerin ^e mercnan s^ rvjce 
a captain's certificate." 



-with 



ed. 



Mr. Merridew was 0nin ; n ely P al " !" 1>ent '" sai ' d 

throw them m my teeth , Sur ei -^ ' at 

everything is altered now? » enough, but 

"I am not," rep],^ De nis, s*^ 7 
>*4 the obstinacy of a ; s fathers- ^ijiued Mr. Merridew- 
"Fou saved my child's life," c ° l 4* 







»*t 



^> X>ENJ S 

^ ->_ _ ^*sr>» 

^Sating lais. 1»_E=» -at the ^ A 

alters you 3.ari *rar».y eyes for ^ *" e tn 

"But it -xxii^-ZzM.*: iiav-e hap,/^.^ e «t/ OQ 

Denis, with. g-era^Je teriaci t yr e *»e<} ° f k 

that way, 3Vtr. JVTer-iidew. ^ <c V to «Qvk **- 

the stewards; for- all you »f* t, f>c^° u sfcV*°«*J- *fy 

believe, I was no more ejJ^H? ° s * it ? ul <i ] e ^^ „ 

fore last. I have fceen £' 5 'e ' <* See ^ h°°^ \ ^ew 

blessed! butthat's all It *^t£** thl^d Z*^ *' h £? 

pounds to putto .*». <=«*!«• a °e S ^ 'u^ H,^u3e«J 

partly with temper- that Ae * <K>^ ^ t «» ^t b 

"rTave you changed j, *s t J **>e „ Q ^o s ew 

or is all this so rxx-u.*=h aff ect £ ^^^/^^o "^a 

mean what you &s5*-*.<3i to me f°ti u a^« J 10 ^ * £* 
or did you not?" - ^t W^°^ !?>> Jtr *** 

« Ev e. r y word *^r iV a *%t 6 e >^ ^ 

that bxro-u-ght the other back £ f e <* r> °*"e te ^\j e **t 

bed, only now he was p ee » £f s rQ "*0j 8 . ^ «t^ >0 U 

his own.- « ^te «*" k ***' a "^*<4t 

"You do love her, dorj't e >e s ° s «Jo Mw 

I can see it-whatever^ ***, £> * v e^i* o^ S *>e 

Denis could onlynod. jgfr „ ^t? ***, * ^ 

him very suddenly. But b **<_ <** ^°*» 

prevent it from rising to h is ** ^ ** v *«* ,- 

sufficient master of himself to <*e s . *t j, «<* c *^_ 

»"??S£u ~ust come , ^ ^ ^<>°^\ ?^ 

r ~~s£ ^ ship uPOn s 4^?<^ t ^ 



*- 



A DEAF EAR. 



, . a fine clipper, the Mtmnon \^ 
But th f e \ea. at Geelong, and we'll all ^^ 
ready ioT she » s bound to be under-ofle^ 



there'* a 

She's bouna 10 De under-oi'»-^.V^ 
togetb^; ^ ould be happier so than «* ^ ^, 



53 

^- lying 
10 A«- 



toge^- woU , d be nappier so than ** <\ ^^'o^ ■■''"■ 
pOS ?J s t>yage be your last. You said >^^, and?* 

,et ^ Soi « * sea ' if m ? memory ^ ^se^f JJ 
a man *> T , ,. t^ \ v » « 



ere as good 
as 



rs Well, n0W eve y° <l X **V e as # 

^U show you— as I shall very soon s^ ^ e s as well 

To one to follow me in the firm, D *rv>* £ *»- « ' 
name, isn't it?-and you ^ min d C^^' J J*** 
ft do you? But if you became my **, ^ 
you see . • • can't you See ?» 

The man's tongue h ad ren avra .y v 
unlikeliest tongues will, Under str ong em " t V h>i n 



-that's your 
^^Uing yo" by 
"''is . . can't 



away ^ 
we prattle of our newly dead nl agnifyi n g t 5*^I strain; so 



good that 
^^in was far 
^Mive again; 
^^thin^, not 



we belittled in their livQ St B ' ut here the 
greater; for she who h ad been dead *- a * 
and this, this was her saviour ^ or whoni 
even the girl herself, iy as now too g ood - 

"There is one poi nt haV e forgotten,- ^ 

2 h ° Ut f hdraWH * his hand from *V^**vo« a gr^ 
that now hurt considerably "I h* d n * e °* my answer 
-the other night. And how can I P*** J*f «* if now? 
DoDt answer yourself, S]> tfll yC u h ^ V ail J ^ ht ft <**■, 
jf J may ask that much of vou, aJf> ne ' ^ t to then I tnow 
you will agree with me ghe oug ht SL-1 be a//mv ~ed 
to give me her answer* no w. *"* i h^e ^fll £* 
*nj without seeing h er again— ^ J^ Weakness aL 
^self He com d not finish 



go 



M 



Jis sincerity were equajV 'Ijpp^f** ,t o^ e ^Qre syllable 
^ man took his U,' with & x 



a »Q.ttw.t«> x> ;r "< :> ' MI se Denis 
a "word oi "their- ^^^versatio,,**" **, 

But Denis h-acl not Sa ^ t Q » **e <* 
say, for in. tlie *5r-st place j, <* */j *»• *"* <» 

&e next he :wa.s not too Dr . * J*^ f h 9t . * t 

it was a. resolve no less, atjrt Uc| of? ot W> **« - **«*t 

the resolve of his lire. 0<1 *l^j>* £ e J* * *** ». * 

"This is not t.he> real », *<*y if . «te st ***, ^ii - 

"The rea.1 man laa«d his ^ *V' ^ ^^t K 0i v^ d iij 

sounder man or t^Ira.^ two. y^ o* 6 ^*> s ^-V C; but 

either of them. JL^esfc me q, / w tft e % ft e be^ 

I will. Then she shall giVe *** t ,«t ^t?^* *»,- 

Au<3. y^ he fa^-d an „£* ^ ^o^ sS^'O^ 
resolve, plausible sms it beca^, *«)»■ ^^Hr^ * »^***^ t^ 
only hardened it T^ittin bi ■ * i^ *°*s C| - *^ <^, ^ e Of 
with set teeth anot <l°gged •• ^c? ,° r cf s . 7*Ce ' fc» e * «ixrt 
from the, one who had l e **, *e j b Ut t J^o u f°^.^ 
Doherty, butevery **<* a £ e « /<*££* /j* tj£<* ' ^ 
Doherty came ste^ b ^t. ^d ^U^ t*gl*l«i, 
spirator^ his worldly ^^^ W!**' £> «**t 

recognition of the clifRculty of *o! * ^ e ^ *o ^**s 

even when they a.re threads Q f <*V , ** *? Ce or ""*** 

promise to speak to Mr. ^ ^ *^ U^ £e t £f * 
deed, of Ballarat; all he ^JJ^,, ^7**» t^W?***- 
was what Captain Denm* *** to h* ** w**»*^ ** 
^Him with the whisked d of ^-^ ^o ^^^^T 

sight that gent!- ^V^»,.*W^ ?^ 

* **-VVlxat do you mean?" Ji^, *J 1^% **»^ 

^JZ to you like as if y 0ll ' °U t j * 



yawnin 



A DEAF EAR. 

„ ,t what's he doing with himself, ^ 
" 3l t Tookin' at the papers an' "«^^W 
" O iin^about the place." ^4^ ? 

»»' **?<£ Mr. Merridew?" * «,, 

*£& the young lady. She ain't a. 
Tie young lady ain't; and jW ^>i_ 
to-nJgJ^ for ! had it from the miss^ s ^WC**** to s how up 
gOS The boy's eyes were uncomfortably ^^^ "«* «» 

an egg; and presently Mrs. Kitto P^d ^**> ^ or / te a and 
so refreshed that nothing wou]d pers u ^ V^ w a giant 
his bed without a break He must j^ « |, im to keep 
air . he was quite himself. So ear ly e v C a breath of 
him forth in a pair of ^ r Kitto's slipp ers e *»i to g brought 

The very first perso n he sa* was f^ 
reading by lamplight i one of the many j^- 
which faced and flanked one another und 
Australian stars. Deni s we nt limP 11 ^ up 
outstretched hand. 

"lam gJad to set eyes on Y oU ' DcVeni ^Ji," he said 
gravely. . 

"Really?" drawled th e ot her, w * tn '^^ incredulity, 
bat he could hardly *£? £ banded ^ H 



l^>i Devenish, 

verandahs 
^^ the bright 
fco liim with 



"Ralph Devenish," pursU ea 
deterred, "I make no annlntrv 

part/y 



;d , «I make no ap ^ for f^SS'^A' 
partiy because we've both bW ■« ^ e r w as '^1^ 
partly because we're co Usins> My/] ' a ld dr op them if j 



5. W/ rfoaW Orop them iff 
you may open your ey es , but 1 a s her OWn , 

<iame of the stock that treated *~ t uere can be no J 0Ve 
*3id! I never meant to tell you> a in e ' * blurted i t 

*o lose between your name and ** 





ovA. m a ta^S^ jusfc before v 

Y «v heartWy sa-ssl^*. amed of tjj ^t^ 

tn «i; that TIL an<z» J ogrise for tu* ^Jt^°^- J 

"My good *Gllovr y " repi/ *»»», *" es s/o„ **Ut 
candour, " X don't recoIJect <* £>** ld tat * *** *° & 
was a Jittle drunk. As to <^ e «>/,.** «*»*!?<*« J * 

interesting, I'm sxn-ej but f t . °^ „ ° f t£ e ' ^Vj? 1 £»-. Se 



against relations, in the ]* s , o^ - e / a tfo 0< ^' tK * «&*,!* Q <" 
I can't say I rem em fc»er yoilr ' W, c *°+ ^P, ?.**#*&» 
it before, to my knowI edge N^ t O« <*oi*^ S ls > f 
painful between x<=> ur Peo W _ -tf ' ^o»j « e *f« w W 
any more about it, like a « ^^e*/^ jC/^ot * \>£ 

"I won't," said J3>enf s , ^ %/ ^^ e *>e e ^ v e*- » too 
for no s<=>o<i reason that /, e ^etA,^" ' ^Ojjv ***»?^**<i 
tainly was not because Oe3y tf £ *0 & *«!» *»* 

the only «=hair, leaving- the lajr l *h Z^^e * Ov e> ^ 

was gla.<A to have s«=* whole a £»e ^r^ « v e > ** 
light an<fL the easy c ^r^ V^» N * *t°^ 
fact that his clothe^s had not ^ <? ^ ^o! 0l **> J?*^ 
whiskere<3. captain looted as j, ^©j, ***<© r *s «,' ^k** 3 ^ 
subtle cross between the j** h ac j £*«:/<* q*« £?»« 
nobly boxred. As r>«u. *at c >^ «£?**</<* j*. *i***^ 
BwUiaum that he had sn, OJ ^ £ e £ b £ ^ gjO'j** 
head beautifully coloured, ^ <* „, t £ 0** £S*"<t **«* 
p iece , ^«d proceeded to fiJ , i t >^>>S «£* *k 
^f^^other soul saved, y 0ll °^ ^>4V^£* 

£3? -S £ fa disgu * but <V ^^ e - 



^ 
^ 
-^ 



~ A x- you going W ^ *<* *£**. ^ ^. 



DENIS AND NAN. 



i ««r >' said Devenish. * At-^ 
"I d00,t Sow" Shoed Denis. «Bu*> 57 

" K ,/tast for ever, I'm not so sttre^,*^ **»i n Ji 
„*. don* i* . , . , , :,fl w ^_ 



*wt last ior cv«, -- "«. *> 2* ,n * — not' 

le* ve d TL Denis saw the last of b*V**v ^ s * year's 

A ^ not yet resumed the fillbg of ^^^ 

^tk's head. 

CHAPx ER vU- 

DEN « AND NAf- 

Miss Merridew continued prostrate, 
from bodily mischief that her case beg an * , so exempt 
except the other woman, who ha d charge of 1 ^ baffle 

Mr. Merridew allowed himself *o be di Ssv ^ ded from 
obtaining indifferent medical ad^ ce at ex o«^fc,itant cost, 
but his anxiety increased w ith his perpiex xt:v ^ an d was 
only allayed by his instinctive coo fide " ce lr ^ OVIrs. Kitto. 
That lady proved as p ractica , a «d ^t^^^ing as she 
was good and kind. y et even Mrs. Jv v^ as puzz i e d 
FA at first. They had to de *l *»*£ t clo^ gU,ar,y ^ 
served-who could lie f 0r hoor s ^ ay ^V^ 

or uttering a word-and the f^/his <>W* pa £iotS 
her to say something, at &e pal n j* . fl hej _ $ ^ 

distress. But Mrs. Kitto would hn Z>s\, ««i sit over it, 
which she seemed to have a great ^teful as her spar- 
aJso by the hour, in a quietude * s J^ Jiowev er , and the 
hg speech. She was very observ* g0 in the beginning. 

£ne thing that puzzled her only ^ 3. p atient whose face 

"*^s was the anomaly presented P" 



^*s often, irx a. burning ffe^er w ^ 
\je$\ perfectly cool. e * ^_ 

The wreck wa s nev^r ^^tic^ <* andw 

nor did Nan gu ess th^t ^/ J> est <* ^ « ** 

held within a f ew yards ^* *?** , °* ^^c sicb 
she who eventually brolc^ the ^ *6 e * e h ^ 
"Is Mr. Dent still kerx-e? ^ ^ ^ Vet it Jf 



so magnificently off-hand that a j **e^ 

Mrs. Kitto would have detected ffe a st Ute ° u t ifl a 



^as 



"Do you mean that he isn't Uo^pJ^s. j^? s *>oa. 
half-rising on an elbow. Ui e to \. tto * smiJi Dz 

"No. I think I should /2av e A c ri landed 

thought of leaving vis to-day." e ***d of 

Nan Merridew fell back up 0n , * *f he had 

"I wish he womld go on board »** pfi W 
"if he is going." ' **e ^ • 

"On board?" queried Mrs. Kitto- pet ^ l a«i%, 

her work. * ^nd s ij 

"Isn't he to be one of ^ Qffi e s et down 

are all going home by?" ers o^ th 

"I didn't know of it/' ^ id Mr shi P 

embarrassment and surprise. rs - Kjtt _.., 

"But he is," declared tfc e rJ . ' lth equal 

impatience "I understood qJJ ^J* a i] ^ 
came; he had spoken to th e ^nts Pa *>* the^ ld s 
speak to them, and Denis *^ S > <* h e ^s ^ -^ he 
have the best berth they c 0lli i %l*\^ W ^° In ^ to 
would go on board. I-I^^ '^ST ^ 
saved my life!" w " ""^ *ish he k e 

And she tossed her fa Ce to the w dn '' 

ing as it had burned so ft en s ince hj^r * Was burn- 

a e/iverance. 



we 



DEN^ 



And wan. 



ult z T££ <»** f <*&" sa/d Mrs - **. 

«axid she <*°^ be h arde *U m> or she wo u ,^^ 
It made it ^ ceeded t G ask a / ou d, *i>5 



^* 



3110 f ;, ail the flared ^m, or s/ie wo u j - 

K "^ hid succeeded, <j *o ask a/oud, « D ^ 
say he had s neyer Q^ ? „ ,^ 

Nan to that, q d , M Ul 

"Because I dont t^ fe J g 

continued Mrs. *!** g e , (J . thj - nk ^h 

diggings instead. 

"Going where?" ^ asfee(J aftef a 
first sentence was all th at she bad heard. 

«To Ballarat or Bendigo — to make his f 
"I hope he'JJ succeed," said Nan, after a p U,,e -** 
her voice was a sweet bell jangled, and an ij Q USe i 
before she turned her face from the wall. j t Ur " 
red but there — ~" ~ ™ , ^* , '» ^.'nv'n'nrp i.-. 



^* 






^ 






t»a 



U Se 



> 






**, 



the ^L*«-«i 
were the most -l .^a^e, 

was j^ l ° u s of 

' light. c rude, 

"I am going to get up," said she. 

Mrs. Kitto proved not unprepared forth, 

r. „ _* -11 >«»r mwHeWOlk K 



iCU AICI ltik^KZ 1IUU t*i*-' Wail. 

Dur mere was a subtle difference in 
And in the hazel eyes, which were the mn 
Miss Merridew's natural attractions there 
new light 



Mrs. Kitto proved not unprepared forth* 
«*; it append that all her needlework h 
^ and nXTwas as though the last sUt^y 

; aaa flow it ^ surprise 



*4^ 



**\o\mce- 
_t>^ e n for 

who h,A *****% the rnaTteTV 'thought. g> t ^ H 
MafL %?Z Geelong, before the sbi^ ^,, 
get a fresh outfit ar " di „ her so far ~ ^ j 

Afe fife, insisted orx/endmg J« ^ ^^ 

herself. And 



du717 U " UW " W ~ It was "all a surprise 
Put into everything- xt 

"*o had not (riven 



flfon sending her so far ,a **** iled| but 
51S u d^ess which the kind ^^V Xi * e ' d by 
_ ™ ^^fjmost the last remna^ *V ^P 
so 6us 7 a/tering was a behind lhe fash* **??* wa 

tnssnii, and f°^ Y it was what used^tp g., *« 

called a 
^ tr imniea 



troasseau, and ^^^ was what used to JJ^ 

h point of ft^e, cashmere; and it ^^ 
.AB&feiobe" of lav -^ 



"^oblerobe 



ko »^eKi s dent. 

tn\&\. braid of the same <^«=> i0u r, but «, 
&axker than the rest, ».«»** Jts cr, S g e b^ . 
lovely in its way as the ^«? Jun3 *0o„ s ^°s s ^ ^, A . 
to adorn. Bat the fel^x-a^ ** s J^ s J> «t£«** 
delicale tint happened to s«* i^ S °£ W Wto^ 
singularly cleared pale sfao, * ^5V J**" 
almost the colour of her eyes, ^d d^*, ^ £ 
dear to the pre-Raphaelites, ttfq, s **e ^ Soj d rf ■£ 
blood, and amuch more consp,- e,/*«>«r * s of^*! 15 
which few indeed could have ify <*»« ^fr*** %i w 
reappeared in the sunlight, wfy a 'o r ^t of ier « 
her eyes, on the fourth day aft et *««© *rk » heal T> 
It was near the close of a * Wj- ecfc **»* %&t » 
Mr. Merridew was absent fo r th nt aft * 
Devenish had been seen stroJJfng t e day • f^oon, ^ 
Nan thought that she would strolj^^s'y, ut Captain 
the direction. No one must think of**" hinT- 01 ^ a «d 
she would so enjoy finding tfle w a cc 0jft m spi^ <* 
Mrs. Kitty pretended to make Do J. T °r VsJ^ 1 "? h e r; 
a belief that Mr. Dent was *,-,, Cfl ^on bl , "' To this 
ing she had named the last <j ete Jr ai « & e Jl. e * pres sed 
it only decided Nan to go q^T^*- O n T?" sh > think- - 
that peculiar light stronger ^ £ an d gQ «e contrary, 
Now the way led throu gh <n ™f m h^*** did with 
which the station was a/nj a ^ Jt of y jes. 
middle of them Nan met a J' S . Urro ^d ed f P ,n es, by 
shirt. Him she was approach J" ^^hsIJ* 1 thG 
as one who must regard h^^ *£,£? * ^ 
thrilled her at close quarters CU "° U %, when t^ eyGS > 
"Nan! And you'd ha Ve D a ss ^ V ° fce 

word!" 3Ve passe d me 

Denis was standing f n her patfl ° ut a 

^on wide- 



. a {rota one ** ^ 

awake droop«»S ^ che sa jd, scar Cf ^ 



^didn't recogni-^^/brCap^^ 
«na -lucfancl To bath- £ o WOflder <X^ 






<*/ 



°<* 



beTn drowned that week- ^^utes instead ?„^^ J^f 
"Can't you spare me^^ i e 4?*4£ 

^4 



some reluctance 
Irowned t 

»^aui you spare 

as she was about to turn- „ 

"Oh, yes, if you ^ff'iairned Denis. Hi s 
« Of course I wish it . tfae COarse red fl 

looked very square under 

they were heaving, too. treS s on the spot. «j» 
Nan was her own mis ^ y0u neyer s 

know/' said she. " Yo * 

message— not one word/ ^ 

"I shall tell you why ' a y ou w ere going tcx 
"And then I understoo ^ 

Kings," • «, His voice was pret^ 

"So I am/ > said Oem^ olced up at him _ 

deep and vibrant. sn 

light in her eyes. ' voU gone yet?" 
;;And why haven tyo first ,, 

I Wanf^ to see jr „ 



l ***^M 



\>ut 
^ny 



**£*< 



*H< 






dig- 



a-turally 
t\ie odd 



r 1 wny »*'- oU 1 
Wanted to see jr 

"That was **£Ti 
To tell you r^you 



wa s going at al\_ 
^rill let ine^ — if 



i you ; f yo u ^ ~ befor ^ 

deJ< ed t0 






— t,!" 

mouti 1 



V dar"W 

^e together now, J^£ \vS^^^Tv^ 
^eir eyes £*%&*&* of * X »^ ** 



P ^ on ; 



/ 



I; 



li 



\ 



foi 



DfiN-j. 



^jsxn more "tlian her toxx« r » aa <i i er 
fcft, to wander, to espy ^ fc 7?P anw Cs w 

«I must; sit down," fSv **** * «U» "^to 
pearance, and I tire ^^f; r " £„ t j, "f t ' s **»* 
listen to you— I want to- ft* ^ tyfintap. 

Yet already a change ^a ^^ *<>o tired to 

she was physically wealeeiv o f ^ o Ve ,. 
she had been but a minute 5^ soft ei . <*, aod«a, er 
took his arm to the sturnpV *ii ci • 4^ * Aean ^ 
a little clearing lit and chec*^ as 0fte « events sfte 
And she sat there almost m^ ? tn e of several « 
Denis planted a foot upon one of £ *« ^ SI fatin g SUn 
said what he had to say with 5.^ o«, er s 'ght, vtoj\ e 
a moleskinned knee. a *"Qis fai'f a 'P s ' ai >d 

"Li the first place," he beg an> « r ded *so*s 

Nan's smouldering s P'nt was • Sav ed 
word, and her face caught it s fire lQ fia_m e / OUr u &-" 

"And you remind me of j t j» ' u P°n ftwi 

"Is it the sort of thing on e fo e cri ed . 
thank you for like any co*^ **? I s it ° **).«*«*. 
one to put the words m m y mm ^, a nd ^^ 
Denis did not wince. ir ""« yout^ 

"I am wrong," he said, iet , 
I asked you to marry TOe ; - t * *n the first ~i 
place, and before you had J* " <*& i n j£ St P ] *ce, 
that I was so unfortunate as 7™* * 8»e "* e second 
"Unfortunate!" t0 S3Ve **r ,,* f, n answer, 

"Most unfortunate to b e t j 3e 
because if it had been any „^ eis^v to Sa *e V rm xr 
no difference between o.;^ t ? * *°«d h*°"' **»> 
ference in the world." * S * S * *ak es aJ j ^ m *?e 

«I don't understand" c j^ saiV* * C 

' she sa,d ' ***** because 



.-'' 






sh« 



Heg io» ing *° 



^ 



ose ,. ^e rest, ^ ^y ^ e * ^ h ^ 



s apP- of the use 

^t tb^ ing ' 
*i*°^ tf fever. 



to w 



tti e 






****** z. 4tl <i 






*^*** 



=*** 



face 






.*t**L u «*t 



its 



1*2 



^uabiv 



-«v sfc&sj: jK^«i5t 






*<4 I 
that 



Was 
m 



dour 






saving 



° f -*^i °ri>s %*s^£>^ 



see 



bis 



bands, 



sti» 



that was -j: 






Sbe <W? ; the scr= < - ,lotbe en 



in 



tamed <^.:ViM ** v °y^ th £ at th^ !* e " 

jfoQtlv s\t^KJi^ e r ° % «tbe of ;*5«. Her J*** in the 
steadfasl^, ***** *, » * th e time -J**** scarlet 

tetter k^a ^ ^ ^ •* So dieildfill * b^ often 

^W> e r^'' i* * in th* her nothing*^ be with 
C °°V<*^ ijt>y ^ *** thick? t Ottered: 



spruce 
she b ad 



taken 



her 



io & >*%£<>* 



h^ 



eV e» ** 



Vet he 



fov . n^rascJNus DENT 



\aj& hurt lier by beT-it-* 11 ^ hi^ 
e\se of which his last ^^^ ^Oiind ' *«W , 

-But you don't K*^*,* 4 asT^,-^ 
hit glad you saved my I,ie ,u Qfe. ^ 

And her eyes fell oBCe *H 0re ^o u ^ a 

voluntarily. ' if t^,- 

"Glad!" he cried °™t. <c Q **»* not h 

my feeling about that f°* *h$ t j £ Q e Ss ^ 

every hour." ee * eve^ 130 w »d f 0r 

"Yet you wish, it had been *> nj 0fflen( of 

"I don't!" fle °^e e , 

"But you said y<=» u dld ' .^j^s „ Se " 

"Well, and I have felt Jt, too * 
you a single message — couldn't ttiau^* 1 J 
fear you should think— for f ear a *e a n ~? uld o't sead 
stand!" ** shoS?' «gn-f or 

Nan had not raised her ey es ^sunder- 

it difficult now. He was Jea • a gai Q; ^ 
bending over her, and yet his L; *ard s h f! ne |»ade 



stump as though by <= ons cio Us eff * c luo«y tn r ' ^most 
face was a fight between « of th| win P^e- 

But Nan could not see hi s f _„. J J7 *Qd v "'. and his 
sunlight and the shadows g°'** <^d££ n * eyes, 
spread about her as she Sg av etider <*£• See the 

yellow ground beyond. S ie \^ a few in^eTS* ^ at 
his love, to understand his p^n |' n ^ to o^ 
it to her, to see the end of ^ er Q ° °efor e he e ^ , Y e xn 

*jj- defined t0 „, „ p *■£«*£*» 

"And to leave me." 



DEi 



: % 



lt — I Will _ Ae 



ANI> JSTAN, 



^r more and 



Nan dear! 



mo t 



**, 



^ 



now. 



She felt that Ae * ^ 

And then?" she asi 
- then," Ae ^ 



His voice 



°nn 



***/ 



>// 



n?^ 



*** 



***** 

to 



^ 



"And tncu, ™ q^ ^^^ t/]en x 
pressing you for an an s ^ er to what j dared 
on the JSTorth Foreland," to a*** 1 **^ 

There was a silence in the little clearing a ><= *x? 

young pines. On/y near at hand the httm ?° ri e t , 
and in the distance a cloud of cockatoos sJi rie , * !tl s^^^^ 
sun into the sea, and the sea itself faintly ho 0rm - * n S t>^ 
the base of tie sandstone cliffs. Before eiti^ S u Po t t 
there was indeed one other sound, but it f e j| ^poi^ e 

doubly deaf; f or Nan had flung back her <3^*> e ^rs 
ringlets in a ^ a y f hers, and from the bol^ J^-gold 
her head none cou/d have imagined the wa 17lr t^^Se of 
upon her cheeks or the tender film that di*^^ 
hazel eyes ' 

"Suppose J „ r ofer to give you your answ 



Dose T nrrfer to give pu y uu* 7"-"^ 
f 2 T would have you think it 



"ton/ JVan 

°^ d ,° Ker ^refused you after all?" 
But suppose !***£* tha n be accepted lIX 
"J>on7d sooner tua-t fcnow! „ 

-and repented °*~~~~ y f*^ was maintaining His ^ 
It was as though *i ^ his eTK jurance ev^/^t ^ 



* >rx ^ci the 



*^r and 



^*tt«»d 



*n<i 



abe( and near the eJ *^ le touched by the 1^ 

ntcbedhim with * s „ 



Sector 
X^*^^ Nan 







fob ra-^rm^Tsris DENr 

V., ' 

^V \ke setting sun, but a.s ss-fc*e r 0se ^ 

i. \ upon her. e r- e< j 

to me for your answer, * »«« £S if v *** 

Night falls like an assass^ "*g it £o„ 
purple tints were only *>****!,£ "»at *° >o u « nt COffle 
she implored him not to ie aVe * ^ etl ?^tty hlft . 
held her closer, but said he „**• »u ^' W tie 

long. Others were growing ^ • X t ^^o fe , Z* 
make one more. He kneff it; s ^ '* a *y*i«j ^ * 
again, something else told her. Q °*Oii^V- he « *J 
: Yet she was vexed with h * ° !d *&; and 

• appeal against a decision to wfc^, eif *b r 

ciled but the moment before; ^ f 1 sft e r ^ «Jpu7 Si v e 
scarcely listening to her app ea j Ve *e<j a< *. ^' hxskv- 
i>\ was, unreasonable as it rnig Qt '.J^Pren, ^? t6 Aim f 0r 

\"\ wavered; she would not have had k- Ue ed a « it 

• I lution was fine, heroic; S h e only m yield m ' 8ht **"« 

'■;;■ was quite human, and *on d • / i^^er^' ^ s r eso- 

U defence. ng > W th *f ^bevix^ it 

; l4 ■ "Think, think!" he nf ^read of his 

be for me to go home in «. . ,. ^hint „., 



l . 
1 



l am, on 



nothin. 



my poor captain's "™'P and to :" at « wouj d 

and then, only think, if I *£%*«* «,?Sv^ «« I 

a few thousand of my o^ '« a f ew 

it was for me to have t fir . „ ht ^ej v " ~"«is with 

j; did. I told your father £ "^ f ° f «>is befo- ^ Sa ^ 

' : wreck. I wanted vnn f„ . W mi,.,... 



feise; 



a few thousand of my o Wto ""7. u m a ^""""ng 
it was for me to have t hn b f f U,d ^ef ^ m °»th s 
did. I told your father *£**£»** befo^ ^ -r 
wreck. I wanted you to w ~i t IT Elites k \r But J 
enough for that from the K w ° r «Je^.j „ befo ^ the 
The disparaging epi^Z'T' "** elfish 

himandtakeitonhersetf f^^ to - 
out a smile. *** But »** p '? ^"-"Pt 

persisted with . 



ASI> NAN. 



-Darling, I »» "^ 

^•rintf for, * ai^ about it stjJJ; *- 
worth waiting ^ * ^ ^ 

C^Tut come I nflt i$* « J ^ouJd 4***^* 3&>* * 

be-— but c v^ ifi^***^. J* */*">V 

darling, lh a ^ ^\ to - n , onJj tfc£*Uf <r *V^^ 
to lose; but x gun ^ ^ v ^ 

will, i win-'' Ule ** i . *:w%» ^JV 

Sh t COU « "I ^ be -^cted with his * ^^S 



£*_ ^^S ^ /*** There in ,^ «c^ 

i 
success as the needle to the'pokT "Amr^!^** •fet***^"* 



the eager Irish eyes jfc^ and bum £«; WS^ > 
but there also was the str0 ng north-country 5 ^ to fc"«^>- 



she was weeping- on Ais shoulder as the' p UrT ^ aci y^ *W 

to deepest Wur pJe tu^ 

"I cou/d Aave helped you, dearest," came h e ^* 

whispers. "But no, not here. It's an awfm ** ^olt en 
It will breai my aear t to think of you in it. j- *^outitry. 
if you loved me . . . after all we have been th**-*-* ^^^vight 
you would never never leave me again! But, ,^**5b . . . 
do believe in y u, and wait I will, for you krA Cfc ^*^a.*est, i 
So afar all it was a brave face, bright s»^ "best" 

could make it though still wet with tears, th^ t -fc^j wiu 
way mom him for Denis to look upon it T ^ ^lx^ held 
fae as his own But it was a very terribly Vb^ first 

Covered over Te same spot but a minute l^ *V^ that 
^^eveSsh^came^ -ashing £-fJ^^, \ he n 

to erne the very ^"wed one or both. °^ fc ^% f*» 
sea that had not swallowe -^ the 






fe^ Tc^rBE^'s fiENT 



% The Merridews sailed for ^ 

il: of October. They had **» Jet** 1 ** ab , 

£ dry land; and it was with a , tfc^ «t tiie middle 

$< that Denis watched their ne* av F a^* fo «aight. Qtv 

)J': the highest point commanding c 0l . SSeI * _ UDea SK Aeart 
if ! i With all his candour, there w fi *y s P ft * from 

1*1 that he could not h^e from hin^^e* . 

<?< hidden from the girl to whom he w ' b ut th tbin 8 s 

\ I was a very young man. Jj e , *a s ^ fiat : ^ ^ 

:$ sake, and though lie had been th !^er 4ture n f*f e * He 

1 ; to the very bone that he ^ **«gh ^^ * own 

ii j an exciting and success*, 7 Oq ^ ^ > he f elt 

have been a more sangu lQe Th^ c^*^ of 

■if wi 111 more rf g ht to one - But tif ^ot, or J ^^ rcel y 

■|!f fidence in himself was „ . ? 5fe y OUn „ * c har act er 

:' . and in his heart he was ,£$£*** **<£?*' COn " 

motives. It grieved his sow d S se ^ s 'on as S^ 6111 ^ 
A with all he loved on earth l^ h?^ 6 s 4sJk h,S ° Wn 

I would have felt sailing ii£ JSCto?*, 8 ^ 

J Bendigo or of Ballarat ^enV^ **£ a "^ he 

< dependent It was in «**£* J. Wd^'.^ 

own way. And here he 1,0^ h« ^ e «m s t r^^i n " 

*-* - - - * »» <& *ti<£* ^ t * 

r had defi niteJy 



CO 



'<* 



WATER, 



offered to put him m * 

athome; and the fath^ ^sition to auk* , 

A little incident *Jv as not SQ ^ h,- 
pression; and he was . M contributed , *VT ^ 
incidents. But tlie fy^ t one to mak ^ ^*> ,**-*- 
the Afemnon, when A e Person he had **> v**^/" 
last of them, was an 0( i ***d gone on boa^^c* ^ *** 
/<««</ — a diseased boW ^ survivor of (ft ^ !^*<e. 0, V t» 
in her as chief steward *«»«* Jewson, ^ J -0^° */V '*^% 
competent sot before ft! ° nly to be d «f*te^»*c/^ J! e/^.*^ 
disrating had been h v °y*g<-' was a. »,„ «3 /-„ **. *C 



*<* 






competent sot before ft' out y to *> e disra te ***<t * ^ e/^"*V 
disrating had been £j° y * Se was a '"o^, 'o^/VS *** 
who did not hesitate tn 8 Y due to the te- ** °/rf **> *Ss*^ 
he saw him now. ask the ftllo^ i n ^° f 'tf ^ f Vi*^* 

"Captain DevenUut ** c^**^*^^" 

a grin that n^S s servant » was the „„„ ^^ 
rankled. He A°w -5 ems ' b,,t ** wa * th**** * 

the man A^V** sa ' d "o more. It was t^ V^l ^*6 

that D^eS J T ed ' *? dCServed * *£h ^ **2 
that vessel '/*" f e ,° p1 *' shc,li ^ #« hg*****- ^ d 

vanish*// Cet > and tlie Utx y safJ on the hV. *=>W han 
n «fed /or ever from htis view. ^o^- *\a e and 

-fts a C 53f iij ^e sun with his face hidden fr, 0ri h »<i 

due I***} had 611ed witb P ra y er »his eyes w-i t i *>i_ 

sip ■ kouc kles into them, and missed the t hands. 

SDet-nng that he had worn since his f atJ ^l^^rs; he 

'flere had been no time for an engageme^..^*:.* ^dstonc 

"«> was to wear this one until they met ^ ^ ^ death. 

sie had given him one of hers — ;i ruby, ^"^.J^^g, but 

and a sapphire — that jammed in the midd]^ *\, And 



<t mppnire iu«>-«- j — — - — j 

Tflai/: hut he was to wear it day anc* 
. . - « fi'nv lanvard that kK„ 



^^^^■iamond, 



mr-UBil; but iie was ^ --«* - „«^ MJ ^ w^«^^t^ 
\\eck instead, on a tiny lanyard that ^ ^^^ 



1-iis little 

about 



*Sl plaited 



for it out of her own -v«r.aJro J^ 
himself to look at it ye*; *e c oui rt e *if. 
to his heart until it **.*xrt, a$ a co UJ 
scapular, but that was e»ou^ *ofy > ***£?** 
even smile as he reooera^ ° «e n , e ^ e * fe ti% 
| which had accompanied tbls s^ *** ~ h ****. £* «*e 

f ing he looked down again- y,^ J et fctfiJJ 8 ^ ,*f ^'d 

! the empty bay; but now the ^fh gjV JgW* 

■'t separate shadow on the grass. «>Jn.> ^ s^ . ' sm/- 

£ "Cheer up, mister I ;« 6o a . ° e ^s 2 U ^ 

| fifty knots to Melbourne, and tft- 7* •' n, WaSa 

X bells!" -t-oro! l * «*(&- fln 

3- dark skin beamed, as he ro/J e( j yj» Oy ej . U J 

,|: his tongue. Denis got up witfc e 1 *utiW D ' and his 

$ "Don't remind me of the s "' « s^f* Phrases o n 

J: forget about it And as f 0r M *' Jiu,. c> 

i see it to-night." ° Ur «e, £ h ^P a* ^ 

fV "Sha'n't we, though!" w e shall neve ^. 

"What! Fifty miles be t ^ een ^. 
"It's not so much, a Q(J Jf" ^day 
"But we can't afford ^ ®* *, a j* f^^ht?" 
A shifty grin from £> o t^T n ? y.'' h alf-w ay .» 

pride in his arrangements. y tra yed 

"I've got it for love, ^ so *»e guilty 

wishes he was a-goin' all « ' r °m a , 
glory o' carryin' a gent tW,/^' f <* ek**** as only 
and got himself in all the £££* ^at v °°° Ur and 
Denis was divided betiSTL done 

annoyance. ween na tur a j _ . 

"Very well, Ji maiy Action and 

once and for all, never I ,7 ^atu/a/^ 

e ^r another word .bXfV "* but, 

at unless 



^O WATER. 

. t We're 



* a t Were >^ 
yon re » f lt mysejf **tes now, remei^ K 

well brag <> '* Besides— but ~^*> 

honour and J»*M« ^ emp/oymen * ^4L$*& **S 
however, ^ e ^^f Only made him thi^JP** *^>£V*V * 
Denis, and his first c^ was ^ whisper it £* *& e JSjS^^V 
ear ^ e i» V**T*jJ* 

"The hawker wa s ^ ^^ his ^ **^^»- 

an inn in Moorabool Street> and rtenis ^ a «*oo ^*^ 

find the man /ess palpably impressed by hi s ejT i ^^^e 
Jimmy had represented him. He was a littj e «?** *V *° 
fellow, sharp but surly who accepted an eiJ^ * *ar* n 
glass of porter with a nod, and drained i t ^^K^^nny 
moving his eyes from the sailor's face. But ^^^i* re - 
or so his tongue loosened, as the trio sat ab**-^^ 1 a mii e i 

the waggon's hood, and the scattered buil^i^r^ Under > 

budding town melted into the unbroken tir^y^^ of the j 

bush tract. . r of the \ 

-"^ijie.yffilSi.. and rel^ ^ *""»* 
. "Oh, dig!" ^J^^ty. . ^^* at once 

mto his former tacxtu j then? „ inquire^ _^^ 

"What "ould y°% i ^ he h ad plenty ^^ nud - 

ging Doherty, "*°>J\ respectful listener ^^ **». ^ 
ibey were alone, ** ^*S a third 



\ 

I 

i 






V 
<«1 



■i 



«Bakel»» said the T^s^r*** 1 *** wf^ 

"Bake?" echoed E^^^a^ ^<H 

"It's four-and-six tli«? ■» ^o^ **» cfc Sj . 
the hawker. "Same price a s ^ «« «,, s ***x 
the diggings, that is. ^Y e ' s *> *«? b **** / °***,' 



& if I had m y time over ^ ^-i> 
:?! make a start" ^rj.V ats wiatP rf 

"And if you hadn't enough;,,, ^«a] ^ ° 

,: "If I hadn't enough, and if 

7} in all the publics, and I cou7d Q ' t ««*• ^ 

: i stores, and the Commissioner ^o u /l, < Jofe * fuU -haaded 

,?< if I could borrow a licence, b e «t ^ *Q any 't& e 

J* j enough to eat, well, I might J, a 5 °«ie to o/ f ,e0 «e, and 

' A But not till I'd tried everything g,* a «oth ' s > and steal 

they got in Canadian Gully, I s • V^. <% niysetf 
"I have," said E>enis. ^Os e ?„ e *eard wAat 

"So had I," said the hawkgj. 
"And what did y<* u get?» 
j i--'\ "Not enough to eat br ead on , 

if ] | does. But you go and ha Ve ' n <* OQ e ; 

}| j a bit of luck in the end, -nd^^- V „ ' ° Usand 

III bones away with the flesh o™,"^^ to h ^ ay hav * 

most I can wish you, and i t , - ' Jl *e ^ J^g your 
you take my advice, , and 4^g «* ^ £«•«** 
wait for it to turn again, y u * e lutk t„ Jf But 

what Ml few,; mine ku^ "J£ ■£ of ^"^ never 

at that." «« ganjg £ claim. 

I "And how is he doi ng ?» Was 



Md water. 



«I don't know, ^ 
"Prices i» ust be $OrT ,«« hauler, "q,, 
"Among the ffl /^,» ^marked O^t 
„.,. Ionff glance at Dq, ln gs ;> said the /**s^* <y 

for T five-pound- D o te ier jrcm J»w a n^ ^ % ^ 

* 1™ for thirty boh ^ d a s P are shlrt lii^* *>** ,*4> V ^ 
S °Le on? last year. \ But *< ™* wb a ^ S?*o*>& X^ 
came out i / j wouJdlrt come - H ,£**. <>V*. 

day as a c ^f^ a„ d three-pound-f en **» ^-i?3o£* ^V 
a week at buiiocfc-d^ B ' rd ra(h J to >e £§^ y 

on the roads, mt h t* | rown certain , * b e a ^ to^^*^ 
water, and tent sup pl i ed> ^^ peg out a^' **<! T^O***^ 

Denis had heard enough. He was n ° **«* ca^^>' 
couraged, but be found it a relief to t U r n jT- e ^sily ***." 
to the scenery They were intersecting a for-. 1 a U e ^, .*«- 
stunted trees, all blown one way by the Vv - St «f r^ " 
made music of a peculiar melancholy a-r^ 1 ^' ^vhich 
branches. Doherty said the trees were sh e-o^v ng ^V 
ing Denis's question with great zeal. Simjj 6 *. answer- 
learned the names of the various parrots tj^ ^ly Denis 
ty the Sock amid the dull green foliage, o-J**- perched 
free to tree with a whirr and a glint of ev e f\ ed f rom 

tbe rainbow Then a pond must be t »-H~ i '' colour in 
hol e> it seemed, a beck a creek, and the ^ ^ ^^ 

aboriginals black* or blackfelows, but o t *-*y Raided 
»W the earliest and most elementary st^*^ It 

co« training, *^ S ^^V^^»^ 
for his mentor's in £= nS to teach not inferi JL t^ St if onl y 
notog of a capacxty to^ ^ ^.^ -^ w 

But the hawker had a - for one of J** J^> the will, 
feffc ^ demontac *e ^ ^ ^ 

^ glimpses, 



triis 



^pressing enough to ^^5 tant as »t v 
S ea never many miles <** fc °0 th^^ of f . 

«Ahl» said the ^»^rS «?° in Sr **«« C 

I'd beea one hour earli-«?*~ <*««<*, * *itfc ; . 

stock, barrel an' am*»^»"^ for * 1*<1 v*^ »% «jf 

that cleared out for Old ^ d tK ?ertJ, ****4U^ 

from Melbourne you can * get. ft «*s fQ *ft that s w 

hundred, and I'd have g iv f* a/j j **s , **<m. Ship 

will such another before you v e s , °*v e f . ^ance i n & 

It was about three in the «$* aif ^ s <* 4 aS70 „ 

Wyndham, that the pair took «, e /° ft > at a .^ as «»«." 

passionate pessimist with as J lt y e «• ; e P'/ce called 

posed, and found themselves «foj*»et * s ° f tt " <& 

miles. And almost from the fi rst *o r ^ *»« 7 be sup. 

in his denunciation of every word th* £ **<*&* f "' ent J' 

not one of which was Denis to h»v aH *er j* . Was W 

But there was no E>enis left to e ^ le Ve f 0r Bad ? tt ered, 

leave-taking of the morning and th J^ace th,g • Va ** x *- 

noon had reduced him between «, a *ker in h?"''' the 

Dent, a dogged fellow ready for ^^ ^ ™« «fter- 

than ever bent upon the b est ae *o rst> thou2, gated 

•'There are two sides to ever yth/ m ° re 

da fi s ^i^:_ said «,, h , e i.:*t>eside S , l ^ ; ^d ^ me the 

r nothing v 
8°t in you; 

r colour as 

outer blanket." ^ °"" * Qo **g through Vn 

•'Oh, that's my revolver." 



lift 
pack 



"What's what?" asked £> oh e rt y "* y ° Ul 

he trudged. 7 * hanging coJoi , 

"There's a box of som e s0rt sh * ° ,OUr a * 



"Your revolver! You hadn't one ft,-, 
given it to you?" demanded I>enis. taor *^g. Who'. 






^•LD WATER. 

» the b(w 

ZTX*e yon ^ confessed «I 
hawker w ^^ ffl v. on thc ship » 

" A lfthey squatty did ^ ou **? r^ 
Denis, »» between « by the roads«j e 

case ope ffls ^em, and a gre at 

Deane ana %fclingr in the su„. 

"Ten guy 1635 - ^is ter « 

"Ten g«! neas ;' More than half the ^ 
from the station, for , second . hand revolt?*?* 






X* 



^o^p 



& 



say it was first-hand, did he? „ ^ 

«No, but ne saj<} lt was wor th more.»» **^4 

I>enis sprang impatiently to his feet *~* 

«WeII, it may save our lives, and tl* eo . 

said he. "But I like your notion of a lift for ^i^ 
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DENIS DENT. 



CHAPTER IX. 

the canvas city. 

The travellers had been variously advised as to their 

best road to Melbourne from a certain point; but what 

they did (by pure accident) was to come out on the 

Wilhamstown promontory arid get a second lift (by sheer 

iuck) in a boat just leaving for the Sandridge side. They 

were even luckier than they knew. The gain in mileage 

was very considerable. And there was sun enough still 

u Pon the waters for them to see with their own eyes the 

derelict sail of all nations and of every rig, swinging 

forlornly with the turning tide, their blistered timbers 

backing for some paint — and all hands at the digging*- 

But the sun was sinking when the two friends landed 

at Liardet's Jetty, and came at once by the Sandridge 

R oad to the first thin sprinkling of the tents which 

f °rmed the Melbourne of tliose days. The track ran in 

rut s through sand and dust as fine as tooth-powder; they 

trudged beside it over scanty grass, with here and there 

a star-shaped flower, without the slightest scent. Gum- 

tre es of many kinds, some with the white bark peeling 

from their trunks, others smooth and leafless as gigantic 

b°nes '-made amends with tlieir peculiar aroma. There 

Was a ' shrill twittering of the most unmusical birds, the 

Croat of bullfrogs from a neighbouring lagoon, a more 



7^ DE.1SI\S DENT. 

when thef *^^:m e t0 ttve ftrst bricks and mortar, as it 
seemed but a. f- ew ya^s further, there was just enough 
rose in the ^Lxxsk for good eyes to glean from the notice- 
board in froxvt of the tvoMse that its three rooms and its 
strip of yax«fl were to let at £400. And in another 
minute it was night. 

An unpleasant festture of these canvas streets was 
that slops and refias^ were hurled into the middle of 
them, while cast off* elothing literally lined, the sides; 
but as a light twinlcled at one tent, and a fire "blazed 
up outside the next, the picturesque contrasts afforded 
by the firelit faces, -£Yxe inconceivable jumble of grades 
and races, blinded Denis to all else. Now it 'was a 
drayma-n. with a single eye-glass, now a gentle face at 
the wst&lx-taib and a diamond flashing through the suds. 
The peoples might have been shot by the shovelful from 
their respective soils: yellow Yankee, gross German, 
suspiciotjis Spaniard, sunny Italian, burly Dane and 
murderous Malay, there they all were, so many separate 
increc3Liexi*s newly flung into the pot. A. noticeable link 
was Ufci-e hook-nosed Jew who spoke every language and 
haftecl- from every clime. And either there were more 
Chinarcxen even than Europeans, or their blue breeches 
and ttxeixr beehive hats brought them oftener to the eye. 
But the usually drunken blackfellow and his invariably 
degexxers-te gin -were already becoming scarce in their 

° WI1 £> e xxis and Jim drifted with this cosmopolitan crowd 
across a bridge, into a region of fewer tents, better 
f- Hts xx*ore weather-board walls, and not a few of brick 
crtione A verandah where a free fight was raging 
or ^ eci out to he that of the Oeneral Post Office; the 
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empty c j^ 
*J>^^is cried a S agne bottles that surrounde _ 

^t2e^ ^d ** XS ^ds banter from the successful 

" * **T ^^ I see!- 



\*xv< 



* S *W »f^ver Denis when £ BuUock 7. roiling an un- 
steady e y e „j*n<*her blessed T i d handed him the 
pannikm- . ^rf'cer, I sh ™,i,* , ashore ' b X the cut of 

ye; deserting «. none "£"«»» t wonder! All the more 

reason listen There ai-V* dam ' farter-deck airs 

here, you kaOjT We're -,, * no bI «ed orTcers aboard 
this little cra^-^a please— IL m the cudd y ° r afore the 
mast— w'ich y^,^i had. Anri 3 ^ Can just sweat «U I* 1 * 5 

notions you er"*^ ^3ow n VOnr ° a lf you don't empty that 

there pannikin finished thT" gU " et " 

A huge fi ^^ was i n the a ^ en ? n0e ^ a terrifying: 

shake, as Den^- ^»thed Dohertv handim S the tin mug 

to the open-ra-«^^t had our «",„ 

«VVe bave^^T stuff on emm^T" yet "" he explained. 
-»ro\»-^^ ^nui- „ "»pty stomachs" 
"Tt'sd^g 6 x ^ uppers?" th „ n ^ S * 

«<2r«t *»*^-». "*° ^ tap-room ™ md ««d Bullocky; a 
, "^^^i^- "Now^^^-herehegav^the 
lurch to° ^ ^ hospitality, as _ jS Up ' he w *" on, 

oldet ^o^<^t five pounds aS* '"P* brOU S ht hi ™ 
mth ft**?* *£,**» like you j a ^„ d if it ^ gOQd 

back. ^<st 'w» s ready." clcl1 the two of ye stiff 



enougk*- 
till y°"**>* 



^ 



into ^^^ 



-^T vn* an ostrich f eatll f^ 8 off a ™de-aw a ke 
r ^,u^ of Champa^*, ?* J* ^ held 
i.«Bld As a result, Deni* f rank hke *** b «ters 
«w ft" * ^ but £££* Jim had ***S 

ewarm mutton and sodden 
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^e*^ \n utae for the last H Des f a song f rom a b u ff on 
OTSl rtie p\atiorm at one etx<^ : 

" And when you. think it's all serene— 
:Pop goes the ^^asel!" 

It was the latest song from England, and was voci- 
ferously encored; but not f or the first time, it seemed, 
and tlie mountebank would only bow and scrape. In 
an instant the rank air ^ a s yellow with flying orange- 
hlm' u^ u *l l0cky han <ied Jim a nugget to throw for 
SS i7 h> h ^ r * Dohert y discharged with such effect 
hopping round,^^ ^ 61 ° n ° ne ^ and sent him 
of the proiect*! Stage ° n the 0ther, Until the nature 

a gzin m At "t , Was discovered, and the song given yet 
a table in fr the P lutocrat> s party were accorded 

^arrassment ° «p and more drink ordered to Denis's em- 
iln d received areful > Jimmy," he contrived to whisper, 

of ^epjy a reas suring kick under the table by way 



Uttl 



lJ e sweet r pa 1 mteci S irI > with a voice that had some 
Wit h a. so * ft, and a pathos aI1 its own > came next 
S021 ie of *£* JUSt ° ld enou S h to nave associations for 
s °^i* in i iT WlX ° heard " Jt was > however, a sweet 

the Vr ' an<i in a few bars a hush had faIlen on 

. auaience; even Bullocky sat back in his chair, his 
lil ige beard levelled at the singer. 

"Vou are going faraway, far away from poor Jeannette ; 
There s no one left to love me now, and you, too, will forget; 
But my heart will . be with you wherever you may go— 

i same, Jeanne 
beautiful cock; 
the promises you made! 



Can you look me in the face and say the same, Jeannot? 
O^/ou wear the jacket red, and the beautiful cockade, 
u */ I fear you. w±ll forget all the m™™*^ v ™ ™^! 
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cmr- 



'With a gun upon your shoulder and 



vv itn a gun upon your snovuacr «*"" Tl Hoiking her yc*v^J? 
You'll he taking some proud lady and 1>« soaking h« r y<*>^iL 
You'll be taking some proud lady and *><* ^ 

So it ran; and Denis caxi&* x *' ~^ c w as so ^ 
dear new amulet to his 2iea~rt- . ^^ heard y^^ 
that lie did not see Bullocky uot, tcll laim stifr ^ 
"No, lie won't, my dear I I'l* S 5T^^^ e a laa S>v 
if lie dol" at which one *> elxir t?„ **» inch c^^ 
brought that formidable fist wx* S-illa* dasb ^ ^ 
while with the other paw tH& ^f^rl^^^L iiocW X 
that ought to have filled * ~£2?. SS^S 

the next verse in wa.tcHin& . err:*?***- 
sprawling across £ne rabie, ^^o^s- 
hirsute folds of his powers ^^x^^g^*^ - 

AH A- ° %A(in^ men aL> ^^4=-P » *t»«B only 




irAo maJf^ 



eJ»*B 



^*r< 



Why, } et 

He jjfcfor ^ou/der. 

the last J ) oia in ttxG 
their gj^e had be*** 



^^ ^*s «^* 






J»i s 



emo*^ 



'^f~<*S^<* 



*5** 



o*" e - 



u^ 1 



det* 




*5<^ 



^fiit^tlod, and 



*i»^ 



e 3r 












\ J* 1 ^ 









t>ut 






x$£^ 



**** DENT> 



ft A- ^ come j „ . 

^ Seen J ^ter by £ *d the mate . 

-rt bin* ? » asked rZ tlQle -'' T h OUffht „ 

««-£low » <j bound" i,- 



home *$,, «,/, y»» ^h, j^*- end J £ J 
*•»? .,, . eJ1 ha ve taken «,.: 



been *» tf f£, d out to sea i xke > ** I ^ as goin , ve 

you to *f* see? ?***/,£?' «* you might^ 
well don t y°" p ems Wa J ou 5 pay at the aL * 
yet?- Jxe ad<Je l*t's what i£ tUn »ng away. ^^^ 

here to-n»g ht - tbe chief, «<i h s 

"Ah," •*? ££ with the teS • *?* J * a * you .» 
And Penis left bJ ^ arq uee a Z**™ 1 "* e ^s. r U " 

Outside tbe^ centre ^owd had collected, and 
with reason, for ** hoofs he „ * b,a f ks ™«h ^^ J 

shod horse whose r » Je * ^splaymg in tu ^ a 

and it was shod ■ ^*£ed£. %*£* he rubbed ^S 

"Hnl about the dark side : now?" whispered Doher* 
s%»n^ ; In arm through Ms hero, as they walked a^' 
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TH jEVES IN" T** - ^ 

Where they were to 
Doherty, who had still so£ ^ e0 .~ ^ 
strongly in favour of gooa _^1* 



2C- 



s lee ^re^ *lw reason 

strongly m iav^* — ~ , iX^ &x x <-&&■ ^~ & r * tU 
but this did not comment l^ *%&.<&■ tH 

whose hard head W ^^* ^Vj^^ £— 
than for the far event- 3ii**J^, ^>/ha^ 
day; he was not very cj££ *£*, /S>^« ^-, 
to draw. He had ass«*». _^, "«*^.-»^<5*l_-i*a.tf» ,i ls,. s>* _ ^ 



ara w fc^ 




plenty of money, when ^ &* ^x. **l ir ^-*r>. 

piece. Xbe squ3 tter, <>** ^f* ***^*>>* iP ****-*» 
giving eacfi adKentur er^ ^H^ *??<^,ii* *^^ 

ZT n of sleeping *£<>**$*& £*'* . r e ^^ 



:^ 



ensu e( f 

W0[ 

4f t ?" tree, 
sabre e <" 



ensued 7* "! w*-** 
SndnJ^ of any*** 1 



^i**JoSN^ 



* fright 



*-*£ 






SSVS" 
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nearest open country. And this led them through worse 

places still; now wading knee-deep in baleful filth, and 

now through its moral equivalent in the most rampant 

and repulsive form. I n these few dark minutes they saw 

much misery, more selfishness, and very little decency 

indeed. Jim slipped his hand through Denis's arm witn 

a timidity that spoke volumes in his case; and Denis 

drew his deepest breath that day when the lights lay all 

behind them, save a single camp-fire far ahead m tne 

bush. 

Dent and Doherty were wandering toward this light, 
neither actually intending to go so far, nor yet knowing 
quite how far they would go, when a mild voice hailed 
them from under just such a tree as should have met 
their needs. 

"I say," it said, "you fellows!" 
"Hullo?" cried Denis, stopping in his stride. 
"Steady!" returned the voice in an amused uncle - 
tone. "Mum's the worci — if you don't mind coming 

nearer." 

The pair stole up to the tree. A slight young man 
stood against the trunk in the shaded star-light; it was 
his voice that conveyed his youth; they could barely se 



him at arm's length 
"Thanks awfully. 



tie went on. "I nave no 



idea 



who you are, but I should like awfully to sha ^ h *_ 
with you; unfortunately I haven't a hand at liberty 

What Denis felt was a coil of rope, and another, 
and another, as he ran his hand up and down. 
«Tied up!" he whispered. 
"And robbed," added tlie complacent young 



man. 
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^4-+ir»& out his V^_ 
"Of much?" asked Denis, ^f"'rf; a rd labo>?^ 
"Only the result of five rnorxtJ^ » ^ murr ^ 
digo; only m^ iitt/e aii/' tlie y 011 "^^: they 
a. placid sigrh. "^ut it migt**- ^^j^t ori y 0Ur -3 
truss you up with all your ^^f^^rd if y Dv * 
then you can't make yourself ^^~^'? T * 

there a fire somewhere befii** 4 ^ 

laeard ^^ 



^«< 




<«=^ 



"A good way o/?" there * s -_ 
"It's not so far as you **** ot 
But it would be just as wd* ** 



tliir*^- ^^" let thet*^ 







Wfc 7s Wd*'tther?** ^frS ^^rV^^ 
a fiat blade between tH* >*£*£? ^^ *** ^ 
rope; whereupou Doherty &** ^^ blo*^ 

cited whisper. .*-^*r*:*"^ 

"I>o/rt you savvy? 
it, mister!" 

I can't t*n ^.u ;■*■ xi^*^ -r- *»^ <tny tllW ^ 

company J° U *<%£ **°^***** gSti /V, 

father>s? ke a n ° te i*c« ^?t ** F V >X^t 






^o^f 




son." ~ S °lk — as y 



as 



he 






«*f 



can 






»4h 



to 






\\ v oot 



*~-^^ 












to 
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vidence for putting me in such respectable hands, and 
stuck to them like a leech till they lured me out here to 
camp with the result you found. As for nothing more 
happening, they swore they'd murder me if I uttered a 
sound; they've camped within earshot to be handy tor 
the job. My stars!. I gi ve them leave to do it, it J- 
don't get even with them now." 

Doherty rubbed his hands in glee; but Denis was 

quite unprepared for this spirited resolution, voiced as 

it was in the spiritless tone which distinguished the other 

young man; and he asked Moseley whether he was armed. 

"I should be,- was the reply, "but they took my 

pistol with my pile, confound them » 

"Then how on earth, clo you propose to get even 
with them?" J * * 

"Oh, I may wait till the blackguards are asleep; I 
shall steal a squint on them presently, and then decide. 
But don't you fellows Mother to stay. Vm awfully 
obliged to you as it is." 

It did not require this generous (and evidently 
genuine) discharge to retain the other two to the death. 
*a Denis the Celt had long been uppermost, and, .like 
^oherty, he was in a glow- for the glowing work. Apart 
from that, Denis was rather fascinated by the ruelu 
humour and the chuckle-headed courage of a tempera- 
m ent at once opposite and congenial to his own. 

"Either we stand by you, Moseley/' *ie mxtiteKO, 

"or we all three run for it; and I'll be shot if we do 

that just yet! Luckily, one of us can supply the firearm, 

and the other knows how to use it if the worst comes 

to the worst." . , 

p ob erty was already at his pack. The polished oaK 
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case shone in the starlight like a i_^~" orl t a fitfy 




tiny tank, uat:i X 

w ~ve out a fit *V»A 

stood open and its contents g^-* ari< i a po-w_^- 
Wadded bullets, percussion caps ^j^emselves - ^^ 
had baize-lined compartments **? good tetv ^ 

midst lay a ponderous engine w 1 t> f r »g » n< * '^^.^ V*~<a^ 
barrel. Denis was some time oa "^~V>a.ni° n W£ct ^=^^ ^V'&^ 
all five chambers, while one f**^ in silent ^^^ss^ 

languid interest, and the: ° tbe ^^^o*-^ 

triumph. n t*»* ee ^^"^^V 

A minute later they ^ etre ^^c> r^^^cine '*=» 
fire, like Indian scouts. The *£ ***~*m L ~^ 
One had his back turned to ¥£.ey ^^attu^ 
it was so broad a hack *** at l ^, I**** 3 .-aj of tb^, 
glimpses of i, is zvs-d-vis, ^^^^ tyP 1 
face, pa/e, g^^ ^^ /^.i- *** „ ^bispe^ 

than of the footpad. _ *>*»*** »» K 

rear?" ** better wo** **** ***&• *£> ^^ _ ^ 




'^ x*^ 



^ 



.V£^"JK£^*-=-*£" -2 









s 



°-*^«££. -f<?~? ««v 



f t. buoe**?. ******* 



£5* 



il^ J 
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\ 



^th rage. tt 
*> m *5T ^ U i°^W hea ^ off for thLr w 

reached thf Just Xlx ti ^ J>» knees. They 

a yard o/* *^ His m The man passed ' 

** ^f ^ **« th - emaiDed batting over 

"Now ycr*~* . "f this," _ . . 

length of the *=??£** ^hii d h D f is ' landing T inimv a 

'Nov, fa otn tf^J* ^^like m^JJ^ a^ Adams. 
J te/I you." ° e -*»d do exactly whaX 

And they- fT U P to the fi • 

isosceles ttaa^*. w ^ m the formation of ar* 

"Where ^^^^^ here's vn 
answer PU -^1?^ o^T^? If you don , t 
threatening ~T^S faX£? ^o m *g £*J. one ruffian 

voice ***~^-*» beh nd an a d ^ntest ^ Jf^ ** 
~ A - ot\v« «=^, *gers. a **d nip ped r* Denis leaped 
ft ^S*** to c w . *" eno ™«u S neck 
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fellow could be heard shouting t ^ 1 ^5- t ^ trees. *? 
Thereupon the three withdrew t> ^ tl1 ^ w i t h th^ 
member, " said Denis, who ^f nt H ^ you'll b^ 
** if* you make a sign to send Hi*** -+ The yow^ 

They had not a minute to ^^^^^g so urvr*^ 
came back cursing the elder fo*" s t£%e * ean ^~^, 
the fire. Denis peeped and &&** irx trie la^^ 
advancing white-hot with P aSS1< ^f^t not y et ^*^ 
the fellow stopped, suspicions* \lrx^d t0 * ^^^ 
for the untended fire had d^^ 
white remnant in his absen^e^ 

"Good God, man, are Vl ^ u g^- 
then came running at trx<? * - s tre^- fir c!'» 
Denis stepped from behind £^r<o*"^ JT^ r^ark^ 
"Thro* U n your h^r%d^ «£>*** ^^ in !***> 
^ nd HP thy both ^^P^cou^ 
onthe^ / , t>^H ^*1 *J^« t**^ oth ^ 
took deffl? ai3d . tZie ^S ****** -A **> * *t trust: ^^ 



«*—?»;* 



^v* 




Hut ti, 

nerr e, a»T man ^ 



the 



hd 



h fall the TP 1 ^ 



ol 



*<£? **%*** 



****** 



Aim 



***> ^^^"Lr^** 1 "^. 



^snri 
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X>BlS*:iS DENT. 

"TSSo ^ovl wou\&n't, Jimmy; but if he wants to grin 

a^c* beat ft, vtfiy, he's welcome— till they come for him! 

Come on, NLose\ey," add^d Denis> as that placid person 

c\iaracter\suca\\y took his* time, under the gagged man's 

nose, over his stolen belongings. But in a few moments 

the three were off at the double, and in a few more the 

contents of a third revolver followed them without effect. 

"I expected that," said Denis as they ran. "But 

what a. fine villain! Not a syllable in his pain. Educated 

man, I should say." 

"Mean to put the police on 'em to-night or in the 
morning?" called Moseley, with languid interest, as he 
jogged along last. 

;;£<* at all," replied Denis. 
Not at all?- panted Doherty . 

fceek fn^^ to Set to the diggings, not to cool our 
th em h th niCe place - We've winged one and taught 
such ° • a Iesso **, and wasted quite enough time on 

* Carnon as it is/' 

T OH , ey A Were n °w in full view of the lights of Canvas 

civil* 1 ' ^°seley, far behind, petitioned for a more 

y et J^ ed Pace in trie most strenuous tone the others had 

tur ean * from him. And while they waited Denis re- 

**ed the revolver to its rightful owner. 

i( u Tm heartily ashamed of myself, Jimmy," said he: 

Erst I blame you for buying the one thing we want 

?*Ore than another, and then I take it from you and use 

lt myself.' But the credit's every bit of it yours; but for 

v °u those villains would have gone scot-free with this 

fellows fortune; t>nt for you he would be a poor man 

to ~night, and he's got to know it. I hope you recovered 

^ Ver ything?" adejexj Denis, as Moseley c^me up with 
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them at his leisure, and all 
lights. 

*«I don't 'know/ 9 was ih< 
thirty-eight pound twelve-an i 
pound of it in silver, and J ' 
count it. 9 ' 

A few paces -were cove ' 
gave a grim little laugh. "* 
for thirty-eight pounds odd I 

"It was n^ a///' said A** j 
said it was much, and neve* ; 
Denis took his arm vritt* 
"My dear fellow, vr<? **' 
yours alone, and I would**'* 
a question of amoun t, ****** 
%«re it WouJd bave m^cl^ ( 

ha ^ t0 En/land " ^* 

"I aa, n reflection, **%?„ * , 
pun* * ' so sure, *»f^ -tJ** j 

A to the <<»*&?? '■ 

I'm,' ot u &*<=>* i * 

V ares %' •**** 



^ 



^e, ^^^ ^- J /ace. ere a a in the^^the, ., 

cV *k vtovaf^lZtfegfty no ch . Pleas C rf 1 A »d Si" 

btigw soutt^f ^y <f ne< „ c ho lCe?>i * di ffid the 

.Ss^^^'.^utlVe y s ^v ^ 
"Wen, **J^, ~,r it; and if ^ «* P e rie ° *>« «,» » 
re d Mos^V^r * ^jiy to t Urn B *llarat Ce ' * I h am - 

^f^~S?^..»* Poor ^ * ** ^ *i 



riKA* 



<&****"• 



«• for ™.S; out of .** toK Jus h De° 

SZS*"*" 1 —*- 

October 19, i $ £ 

Dent and Doherty °- ,, 

Mosdey . . % tash ,< 

- ^ Comply J± 

This pocket-boot . . eJi ' 

written revenue, fep^Hrth ^ d oI ■ 
Melbourne beyond . *%«* Den* 5 . t 
N, 5 <*rd, **<* 
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> p^ rigid economy was his watchward; they 

^ght. ^ ^aWarat; so let their packs be light, and 

ve,ir ^ -vra\\L ^^.^arer on the diggings, they would still have 

ave:<3L- o^reed with every word; but as they re- 

X^oherty ^ rne y, and Moseley fell a few paces behind, 
surrxe^ their i°r>enis of the nuggets which Bullocky had 
he ^ einmde therxi at the inn. 

foro« a u P. on S keep them for luck," replied Denis, 
*«I said weci cculd on i y spea t for myself ; you must 

"bi**, ofc °^/^ith yours." 

do *rb* y°\™** do," said the boy. 

"\ do w*iat ir ^ ^ W ell!" added Moseley, catching 
«And y°£ ^^ll in favour of a fetish; that's what I 

them UP- £* ^,H.igo. But nuggets— decoy nuggets — 

n«Lr h ad ° n **X& * nU ^ et > eh? That ' s a fetish and 

o nugg et ° ^ they're only little bits of things? T>o 

half! I SUPPO^^ ie them?" 

a Uind * ett1 *^, see them, he changed his tune. 

y ° U When l* e dlC ^ u t these must be over a pound between 

«My sta* sl r*ing on for three figures in the other 

if not g e ao you meari to say you had these given 

^Anf po^ d T S ,L not sure that my affection for a fetish 
kind 01 y I'r*x * A tVi^e " 

vntl? I s^y> ^gainst one of tnese. 

would i^ a °'^ 4rill >" said DemS ' ™ , g ^ n SCt teeth ' 
«WelU ^^esents into money, Moseley, till the devil 

"J don't i** 1 * 1 * P 

drives^ *-^ on earth made y° u such presents as 

"Bat w ** 
tftesfe^ <rvi*sh diamond ^V^.\ ^ eard to hi s middle, 

*** *°*>' ^ »*** a bUl1 ' Wh ° tle^ ^^ to Staild ° n 
^ 5 T,****** ' tucket of champ agne - 



***** 



sight, as ^^ ^iitce V 1 / & 

He had »<* ad b ee* £j <^ ' 

merlt meat and ** j,y sti^ 
of refine^ &&* ?V*»* A 
might ^ be A P „d y?\£e*«f 6 

only the *»» v <? 

have absorbed. ^1 * f 

with more truth tha* Jy * 
^ same on Ballad* ^ <>* 
can promise you is V y 

doesn't do his duty. t ^ 

Denis smiled wi^ it »* ' 

know what sort of s0t gt 

length. . . jA° 

"AtBaiJarat?" <*** 
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0NV > 1- couldn't tell you. what sort it was at 

\ were digging there five months." 

fc ^actty; not studying the soil." 

eemed to you to find it anywhere, did they?" 

ere and everywhere, my dear fellow! Are 

;ist, Bent?" The question came after a pause. 

yet," said Denis; and Doherty, who had no 

a geologist was, glanced at him sidelong as 

could soon be it or anything else he chose. 

time passed, and the miles were mounting 

oseley, who ought to have known the way to 

oint, found that he had overshot it by as 

« again. It was a trying moment for the 

heat of the afternoon; but so savage was the 

?y with himself, so unusually animated with 

>n, that Denis slapped him on the back, and 

I 0ac j 5: laughing to an inn where they had 

a couple of hours before. This beer drink- 

: extravagance resented by Denis, yet not a 

'hich H e cared to °PP ose the man who had 
[ So f r eely to the common fund. Nothing 
been more wholesome for active young fei- 
heir beer alone cost them eight-and-threepence 
iy bread three-and-six, billy-can two-and-six, 
iffar two-and-six, and their beds (at this inn) 
° Q ne pound two-and-ninepence for the first 

' , not grumble, but in his heart he resented 

. l t aS much as the beer; there was. more 

i ? r them, however, especially in a country 

r <3espera.te characters; and the beds at least 



^ 



were cheap, f « f it s e %Versa 
its beginning tb e ^ , ear ni 
bar, feteo**^, *"£ * iS '' 

way: ^ b >lcug> of 
so canny, s - c0 rnpl l! rl r om a *< 

<^ e h h at *«* 
already <* nI ght, ^ lth a 

* US 'of ?o%g* lb S°fo ^ b , 
thing o* pen is * s d r ing" 

ildon, **£ the n.ght , f 
n return- *£ ^ourne , 

fifty ^^Sfng » the P3 '^ 
^^KmeMoseley^tee. 

Byt hee a ndt he °r erthe 
!"% expenses; but Dems Qo 
Ke was gaining much < 
fOT Often they ^re overt^ 
dashing adventurers, ag gr 
3 „ d what was more g aii/ 
D edestrians than them^ «' 
£ ling with his compan/o ^ 
wh ich passed them, pi ■ * » 
springs. The partners J^. 
the road. Rumo^ Qf <bet wi 
by their appeara^ busiira 
meet the BaWarat ^ ^ was 
jing coitfon ofsa&^Sscort < 





DENIS I>EN*r» 

w*H and leaving a reassuring sense of 
- its yellow wake. ^«i1^s 

.igr/they camped out, but ^ mxles 
S f where they hoped ,^ ^^ and 
h.«e blister on Moseley's ^^^T^s pac k 
;fcL either Denis or Jim carried his pac 
the other gave mm an arm the la 
~ stage of their journey was also me 
fplfbullock track led them all morn- 
P and shallow gnlly, between **w h£s 
. English park; from noon on, a ^ me 
* with others, the party received more 
, invitation to drain a pannikin ot tea at 
^>xnents; but even trie lame man wo^ild 
and the light in his eyes was as hright 
^hxee drew close together as they walked. 
g h each made it a point of honour neither 
^xxch nor to keep trie others hack; it was 
all three had lost their tongues and found 
^L.Tfcke gold-light was in them all. 
s=: reclaimed Denis, stopping suddenly. 
-^iTLOugh distant bum came to their ears, 
but in a steady boom as they stooped 
ithout a breath between them. 
tlie streets of London, from the docks, 
** whispered IDenis, raising a puzzled face 



xr«ek," said Doherty. "I never knew they 
ileie that." 

>ne man they turned to Moseley, to stand 






{0 r s° t h « was st a 
1 ear to __ **, 



uprigW 









The »U e f r V»f n 7 Mo 2 .between t£V£*>, , COf< 
tan* * L a * n 5thO*i^ n K _^i until the ^-H-T^te. 



'o/ 



«fltf 



&*in- 






an 



by 



«We'» se o u sb^" 

,,-rheo y ,„ 

" C ?d£* ** s soon sta^n^^ohe 
And pe * tmding fr 0ni g c r<> * °J e «her a J* e Ps, 
a lean shm P r ° on his fa ™ e >s he st UmbJ «£», • 



g °^ a st bundr c "/~7' me rum- king as —* i nto 
the !f r of ten thousa^ ^^ £ ^ ^ ^^ 

* g * pSTr«5d up to him> br e***f for the next 

.4-^Cl.lllQr Ah « ~* .-./-kill 



^theh^^^V stood « 
on ■ the bl«e. 
is reeled 
ley rill protest^ on £ ^ ^ g: 
^Lntes it might h ave «« br o** 



a ving 

hard, with \j 



widea^ 



°^^- 



r oup urn cro> Vtx 






Ve beenab^ 



s^ 



minutp 

tb^ bill* 

Under their e y es . gle -' ^e 

4 rang eS > 



o0 ttxg reen ^xx of 



A 



X^TS Ti^T\ 



^ ^ox,s joined tor <^ e ^J^M ^Sm*? 
\Z***l ftvat bote t^ero. « ^06 5; -^ » ■ * ©.lor AV 



of 



L C^ 



-^^;^e^7at^l*e^-;- ie d^-A *^T »< 



„ and T^ 



for every tent there * * A *n* , iVl *o^ 
ants cra\v\ing c 
there between 



see* 



AW3 



L*>" 



IP 

*** 

li^e wrts cradling °* 1 £L$** tV^r ^^Vt* ~ 
and t W between * e * *»* e * A **£-**» !> 
^t ^:h^ir brim. H OT af^icV^ \***S On^^A 



■t& 






i<^ 









of 



a giant form*- 



jtf^Vin^^L 



eir e 



t*^ 



t^ 















;rs ; the deep eV , \\W 
? ? Pest of all **J 
**** tall gh° s 



^V^t** 



io 



""O- 



like 
«3i 



t \&& 



ei' 



l)o^ <& e 



"SSa*"* 






id 



ot 



Via-* 



,ijO' 



A otv 



rep 



,Vi« c 



Tt** 3 ' 



t»e 




-^ 



. t iiere? ^ ^*.& 



e\eV' 



&&*> 



v**° 



did y°« get holtf 




amused * ,, ^ei ^ V ast ** an 

"My ^ iked on. Bu t ^* like *^*>e* is , 

night* °" Marsh- *e s 

at Ba f first P* of %ers act** 1 ** *** itl 

Stive part for new h and wit h J^. on . The^^o^ 
Trees than there ^ ^ ^ft^ in a ^ ^*v s 
St stood outoHe - - 



,nse to the rpaa, « « lack Hil i J- claims "; s *n 
2uve part for new h and wit h J^. on . The^ 
22 than there seem^ ^ { ^ { in a fl ^ ^ 
ent stood out of the lik e » bb ed above g^d 

beyond the tent a « r t> otber leaned ^d 

shovel awaiting h ls t / TJl e ** ^itfr *? clialte i ^a^ 
respectful dist^ >• > * *» d chatted g0od 
tbem welcome ^ ***** <**' 



*t» e ^yne-side to« 

O t1ae hole. gUe as the y *" stood 

s+- S* a? Come and r»e» 
S?£*' J,? c css*t f rom N ; & out alongside of us," 

* ^*> . ^^Wcassel, and we're new 



-f^A te- "One *^ Py " g °~ luck y shru S- 
• *&" -?^ i& eat it-" «!.» Pudding's as good as 

ff5^<I«££i 5! M0 ^ addedf "Quite 

tr^^t^. ^ Wgh '^ P ' bun y in S his P** ^ the 
r^-tv ^>^ <^l scrambling 0ut of the hole with • itg 

^t ^ ^¥> **t& close ^ ~ P ' an ' dr y as a slag-heap; 

^r»5o- 5; ^ .^ parcel of Frenchmen have made their 

et e9l V^ *- Jis very y ea r; an' it's a queer thing if 

• **S*^<* ^ell as tbem beggaws." 

.a*.'* Yve=^ -S it h the shoyel wa s now doing his part 

AA Wt °^ -n. ,'th great vigour. Shovelfuls of a hard 

C ^e *£& Quarts, «°™°™> sand ' and cla 7> we ~ 
. tftov**- r»* .. AS the new-comers withdraw 



r^Yve <<v o /- quarts, - A ' ' — // w 

\c*x 9?° z» o % ^^a A tlle new-comers withdrew, 

flying va ** P^Y v? orse Place to camp: what do 
Mose\ey to °\ g bt fl * e further on towards the hill? I 
"We ^^t g um - tre ^ r an axe from these chaps and 
you say to ■ j>U borr<? j eS if you two will go for some 
tell you ^j'aod tent-t^j s of canvas. It'll be dark in 
cut fire-wof dozen y^.» uc h i ong er, and you'll find a 
rations and ^^ ^ ** for pitching the ten t» 
another hou ^ h - ^ Qa the first p i ace we come 
re «we don't v/ant to <l«bietv and a natural attrac- 
to," said Denis, betwe^** / 

tion tp the spot, / 



po*^ ' 



a hu; 



mi" 1 * apt** 



•d** and » rZ& ' " »" e " 

at ^f'ought to beg yo Ufs ,, ^ t*' ding Denis w «» 
• „ his blue eyes a li H , an d fe ~,e » wa y from *W 

Denis nodciea. « 



Denis nodded. U ku 

«You aren't a new tfr e 

gcUingovertbete^ chum, 



Blaek 



,t> 



5, l «*», 



^^s t> ENT . 
*" «0h, / nn This ^ our first si ght „~ 

rfi^Then. * A of c o u «*»« you a technical *' 

* t surfaces*** W o;? eans *** no diction; 

X>*1 surface ^T g°. <W* tw enty feet, don't ^J? e * than 

*?J few ^ tblS ^^ and I am ^t su ^ know. 

«°*t5 e^ ^wn. *** ^ Tynesiders had 

j^i,! Fiat. sinker," was the reply- « h „ + . 

.f» a <Vf^ party, there's nowhere ^ lf ,* Wasn't, 
and was one <yf over there. The drayl U d Soon ^ 

try W luck ^ ■ efy near the water, bJ* * ck » that 
you can t g0 ^ w a i on g way tQ au s e the , ead 

doesn't; so y Q . three or four to keep «* y ° Ur wash- 

dirt, and it w^;, d , that's what k eep s :~L e Pot boiling. 
On the otn ej . £> ^ost impatient person • the avera ge 
digger, w fl0 , £1 ^ plaC e more or l ess l * the world, 
»nd so yo u . t^f «* here are to seek th e J* yourself. Of 
cot "-se, th« j? a ^. ^^nne is very f ~. ° n ger they will 

l *te. A lucky 



and so yo u . »; *f here are to seek th e 1° 
«■* the >^ Someone is very f£ ^ 
take t0 fi S?J^/5e tall digger, fe 

25 SS. ^^*ii** cam P' <a luck y m ng back to - 

S^^^* make his fe — 



*kt*sJ>>** hi "' quan ^ h °" "^ 






the a ^ 
inWtv " 



'<* 









^/s, 



„„<*»*"/<* th 
*n'* C ? s tl>* n <S sit ,_ 
. it 1 C *>^ S ^ 

"^J tt> ore i " .s tarnm S away a & 

The ta s^l 6 ' voU . 

r.rio£ " la tt dep^^ other, j>j 

« s0 tfaci°& e , , It " J*H<j on yov, * 

^tl-S.^ , last good.jf' olir ed ailc j '^'t 

S^SJr -jo ^ is, said P^r — t* e 
ti U blue eyes had not tested {oX * ^ 
Sttl „t wonder where J, ; „ ^tg WO uld he dis ^ 
W irood he's dom ft ' „ I*° aU( but only as £*« 

Nevertheless a _ne» ty » pe0lS , yet f^ t *^h 
ft himself, neither di ^ c »" vf^ggi* Pa ^t 

U an his-, B ; t f*f> 



'o, 



DENIS DENT. 



. y that &£ ta\\ it\ an recurred to a mind from which 
general tf&pression soon blotted the particular. 
1?he getveTal impression on the banks of the Yar- 
ee was a strident chaos in extreme tints. The rock- 
of the countless cradles made a distracting chorus 
close quarters. The vividness of the picture helped 
daze a new-comer. The sky ^ as bri ght blue over- 
ad; the mud on all sides was the very brightest mud; 
2 ti *ry patches of green were as bright as emeralds, 
rass and mud sparkled with a rank dew of empty 
>ttles. Nearly everyt hi n g was wet and glistening in 
ie level sunlight. The hairy miners shone with their 
wn moisture and their own sunshine of enthusiasm, for 
he gold-light lit up every face. Nor was it an ignoble 
ace as Denis saw it over and over again. It was full 
rf toe hearty virile hope that expanded his own soul. 
And it Was every vivid tint of red and brown, as the 
mud was every bright shade of brown and yellow; and 
to each red face there was a redder shirt, and to every 
red shirt a p a f r of moleskin trousers, often snow-white, 
never the less picturesque for the clots of splendid mud 
that plastered B^nd spattered them. For to Denis the 

mud was gold *** first si S ht > molten gold that should 

nave nipp e | Q ff fiis foot when he sank ankle deep in it, 

as & Was liquid g old th at wound in and out among the 

tents > and was seen piecemeal through the strings of 

^oJesfcin ? and rocking cradles, between the banks of 

the y at _ gS 

^ie f ous cradle really was like a great wooden 

boot 0n al £ ers - tlie ankle was a raised and perforated 

th^ ^o J^ich they threw a bucketful of earth and 

* b /*rful °f W* ter i tbe foot was. a trough which 



t 



^SP < ^^^~* :r * s ^Flat, and saw the Com- 

x^ x ^\^ ^^o^cl-laced cap, seated at a 

i\0 CP \$v &P~ ^^^cfLinary general in the field. 

& *®^$&^* \^ e V^^?^ ^^ scales that Denis under- 

^^e*v<* /^ me**" <e * <e _ ^^'^K- "Those are what they 

^S>^^^ e t!^ ci ^ X ^^ er ed to Doherty; and they 

O^ ^ e \xo^\' ^ c -^e< S<=> irx with a leathern bag and 

\,ooV ^ *^\i **\& ^*^ s receipt. This was the most 

***^\vc& * ^rtU* ° ^SS^rigs. There was some speak- 

^tS oX3X t^ ol ^stffl^^s race at ever y turn - An the 

c ° v xx\o^ ^ * ^\ \\^ e ^^^ pard; they might have lost 

\^ <&&*- °\>e^ v scS^-Y^^d. a chin; and the community 

^etv ^ e ^^\\e ^^dvA ^^ -women. On one claim, how- 

aX ^SK a\^ oSt € ^vy ^^*^ at work, the father digging, 

S ever, * *fa° x& ^ xn <g as s\*.e tmrsed her babe, an elder in- 

t\ve ttiotlc^r roc . ^ ^ sViare of grist, the eldest pouring 

fatvt toddung 

wate ^ s ma n and boy wandered and looked on, oblivious 
of their errand, the day's work ended as by a miracle 
at six o'clock to the minute. Perhaps they had missed 
some warning shot or signal in their absorption: it cer- 
tainly was as though, a second Big Ben had clanged the 
hour from whirh «^ • i_. i ■,, ,-,, 

tub. One m man might rock a cradle or fill a 

a. lull that Inute ***e cradles roared their loudest; then, 

within a quart ^^ ^to a widespread human hum; and 

Jr^ ch with j ts r °** an hour, a thousand crackling fires, 

tad jne CenttG f eat ^ °^ b * insn smoke, its steaming pot 

h to'cled*!^**^ t he fJrelit circle. The bewildered pair 

tG22ts , a •*** iJ^+ ^-bout their business by an effort; and 

Col -net s , sq^&l^ ° a world of yellow and translucent 

e ^-l^:£ :r| ^orJd erelong enlivened by blurting 

6" fiddles, and the ubiquitous concertina. 



X>;ENTS JDfij^ 



to** otto oompani<=>» ~«e<l S1B 

,.„)»» "* we same 

ship 1 



CHAPTER 3cnL 

THE ENEMY'S CAMi> 



«««! Devenish was the eldest son of «* .- 
wno Wl done their duty by him "^^g P^ents 
7£L They were well-to-do fo*, flSS^ k ^ 
epithet vovild have insulted the blood 5£ i! h °mely 
boast; they were not, however, reaJJy ^,'r 1 Was their 
had the vast family of their generation t' and the y 
fore something of a sacrifice to send Ralnh Was ^ere- 
school, and a distinct one to support h* ** is P ul >lic 
commission in the Guards. i t is tme ™s subsequent 
fell principally upon a long fog of ™« the sacrifice 
who could scarcely have fiH^ ^ p/TjfSer brethren 
they had stood all their lives in Indian fii ,f ye les s if 
first-born. But many was the time the fath behi »d th e 
debt with hardly a murmur, or the mother **• Paid s °m e 
self to make surreptitious additions to th Pmche d her- 
allowance; for man and boy he was the first gay lad 's 
tion in their minds, and consequently the sol C ° nsi dera- 
tion in his own. ,e c onsidera- 

ln return this criminal couple had a b n- 
successful son, who was a favourite wherevci i ant and 



** oW as JH ^ more dire ct ,g . «->** 
^. ie ^ e ^ e ° m Sr iagethatw**^ *tSi^4 **%* 

its elf into Regrettable alliance "f * t***^ |» «• eg 
charming ?? llo w* also quite f ]lt «e lJJ><<J** iJr^of 

*as noihkg in the *«U gainst ^ ^ ^*,«*fc*. J* 
cept that invidiam Ju*tap ositiorJ *• ,. JW ^ 



to 



cept that bvidioas ./"— position- ^ xl***; 7 *** 

soZnd choice, ^ * rf a ? h ^ ^Scer ~ *^> e*' 

Yet Ralph bec^ *■ co mpa ny. % ome £K *** „ 

refused him. *f*\. a-*** D*V t ^ * ^ ^ ^ 
smile. Nevertheless, tfte attacb ^ h x^ *%>< 

his side and »<* °" J** *** £ a ma >^ ^oj* 
at Portaan Street; : * ^ey,, ed tf* hatt »%^ *« , 7/ J 

which nearly *»* **l and **,* frc^ £**»«? 
given a year's leave in ^ to r^ tha t ^ ^ • 

|ot about again. \^ med «***3 * he * <£** eS^e 
would bring matters to ^ ^ g ^ on e £* ^°c* e 
cent was ordered a ie^ *>/*&.„ *^J** s^ 
vessels, and Mr. and ^ ss He«? en g*8 e *^*l hZ* 
it was quite understood, that « fee "°u/d b ^» 

announced on their ret Urn . ^,d jt ' *nd i, 

Nan alone did not so und^^fth, *»* ftt*** Jfc. 
^al circumstances already set 8 ** 



i 



i 

I 



I 

I 



\ 



xxAt ^^S DENT. 

A e txext to « K ^d^ a ^? idea which he hart u 

.JSsS.'Sr* —litest-- 

asYv0 I e X^ U W said at I ast . 

*ft.et aW" C has *e best 

oC ^4St do yo«- mean?" cried Nan 

«you mean the gold-fields, I Sunr ^ _ 
„* es . I shouldn't blame himT SC? 
his fling on them." m «* wanting to have 

«I don't understand you," Said t , . 
"Pray who is blaming liim?" e S 1 ". very coldly 

"Well, Dent is ratlxer in Aj r M f 

for insisting on staying out, you k ews °ad books 
he might be in yours too." w > and I thought 

"Did you, indeed! Then l et me te]] 
of him— for vrhat he has done, and for wwV m pro «ci 
to do. But: if he were here now> *„*" h <*< going 

© m your 



^ ENEMY'S CAMP' 

, lld give anytbf Dg * V^ 

a deeper ££ ^J*« rf ^^S* ^W^I « 
every tear ** r e **%** you are *«» ^*. **t<* 

remember g* ,£?/% busmess o ^ ^ V^ >?t< 

ironic levi^' ^^ b o turns b ^ K m * *C^ ed 

yon should* ^^i ss need <* *^ *>* ^e, 

stays and ^ V* inre strai~ **• . ^*» - 

«Jron> *f «fl*"° . . *«„!? °M , . 



"5 
^ here, 

tcd that 
' a ° *4 



a devilish nod- tur0 ; and h *d ^ 

to marry!" g in ^d *°\ *" *W^s , n . 

Nan was sW 1 ^ dr ^, s peak. ^. »•***** 

sting The b^ *£** she < ^^ * ** *^ 
moments bef°f.f frU^ I should bav* ^ 

"** ^ **£* «** if you want ^U^" At 

all events you ^a; ^b^ L „ **°» i* 01 ' 8 

if he hadn't ***%«*» 5 %s, before W *V , 

think of him *° jJtf&Ze * e offiC ^ **<* A. be/o ^e « 
And with tr^ te for^ erridew klSSed tbe ^ d * e 

man at the •**£ tfi* M ^<£ 

man of the w* tcX ^ * e 



^*S DENT. 

- x & fin 8 er of her left hand. That 
^ th e ^^xXiG Metnnon while Denis watched 

^s^^-^ 3 ^ 1 ^ oC ^^e^ 1 Was *** Devenisl1 nearly 

^ex S^** L^rjened **^oB» from top to bottom of the 

V^rJ^t, ^ e a,* just managed to clutch the 

\Ltioc^ed^ s ^ foe *** -ghlv into his master's cabin 

rail, ^ b ut you should have got 

« N o, I suppose the v^no 

isn't it?" _, . . .-„ v otJr Pl ace > sir ". , . , 

«I know what I'd do in y the cunning, elderly 

Devenish looked fiercely ^ e foxy eyes . 

face, with the dyed beard and 

"You do, do you?" me like that, Captain 

"I do, sir; but don't look * re to tell you. There's 

Devenish, sir, or I shall never & u first; but how can I 

something else I'd as lief tell 1° horsewhipping if I so 

when you look like giving ro e * 

ttiuch as open my mouth?" sa jd Ralph, relaxing a 

Uta"^° 0n ' you oId humbuec/' ^ a ter, and let's have it." 

Weil, Slr , you ** for tf% S\ Tewson , in a vile 



"Another w^l ,. ^0>* 



undertone, ha ^Je ^ VjJ*. 



HlatP-^ft 



n «& 



"He's not * e . 






*«<*» 




- <i DENIS DENT. 



it, & 



«It does, sir; fc> u t it'd amuse me more if you'd do 

ft, ^ txd there,S time enOU g h stiIL rd take Miss Merridew 
a ^ lier word, and ashore Pd go with the pilot, and to 
BaM^rat b y ^ e ^st coach!" 

Ralph sipped his brandy on the settee. It was 
finished before he spoke. 

«I should never make my fortune there," he said. 
"You might if you took me with you. I Was " £ n 
Californey in 'forty-nine. And Pd cook for ye," added 
the steward, his face shining with its least evil light, "I'd 
cook as not many can in Australia, let alone the diggi ngs 
That's what I used to ship as; but it's heart-breaking 
work at sea." 6 

"If I did make my pile," added Ralph, shrewdly, "it 
wouldn't alter matters one way or the ot her." 

"Perhaps not. But vou'd be able to see whether he 
made his!" J 

That was all Jewson said; that was all Devenish 

heard. But the words were spoken with so subtle an 

intonation that the tantalising P* 0S Pect held out sounded 

the most solid satisfaction i» the WOrld; *** the ^ turned 

the scale. Captain Devenish' s Portmanteaux were not 

even unstrapped; within 2 *" eW hours he had ba S a *d 

b fggage aboard the v iilS cutter, with Nan's last ironic 

^shes ringing unkindly ZniS ears ' and the dlief ste ward 

. the North ForelanJ \ \m the second mate had been 

.' ^ st nimental in disraii t his elbow * The next da 7 

\ ut one they passed n g> - * && d his com P anions on the 

S rat Road > a nd had em t*g ed out a ? aim in ** P al " 
| p,ta *« heart of th e 7? P f ^its before the week was out. 

/ e* D / he encounter in ^Lc*** tent W l S n0t a solitar y 

/ eXpe ^n Ce of the kind fc^&tt*' 9 ^ ^ a public - 



THE 



*** 



****% 



C *l**> 



school boy, he liad not k 
before be recognised an ]^ e<1 a 

the old schoolfellow who fj rs s ^6 0o / r °^^ 
but that was not J£aJpJr & Jr r ^o^ n V^K^ x o n 
the very fellow whom ^ *****& jZ?5^« , - J| ^ e <*h> 
pected to find op to th<* b ^J<* ft^^^^^J^^c 
haps the last whom they 1Fo _ ? ^cjt *-/**& r ^ a , ev e r , 
uniform at the head of a TV? V Nh ^ atn 
troopers. Me came of an olA*^ ^^45^ b« < 



Me came of an oiJ'E? 1 ' 11 , 
tinctured with native blood* „ ,J f S£ 4*. 



^^2?? 






school for a hearty, natu r5 j l 
good at games. Mis present .^^U^^e^ 
tensive reformation, but th^t in iy^^^ ^?W?' J 
over a bottle of brandy fa C eSS, V>t^o J f ^ 
cracked another hi Ralphs on **f*> J**** ^VBWs^J^ 



s *ti 



** t ^oo^ 



me 



"Vou ought to join us/' s _ 
being out of my dementi p m a <^ 
ever you'll he in yours as a j ice ^<^*>^J; 
neither the turn nor the pati ei}C e ° Se ^ 
and what do yon want with a fa/-* 1 X 



r env 



ni ght Pair 



"?» 



th^ 



town. 









•W* c * 



is a/J you'll make with the Jucfc f 
"They will come in very usef[]J 
- You breathe money fa the Q ^J>^ 
"&tf vou won't make enough to ^*"cf s *S*t h 
I know you won't. You're not ^ f««y '**&£; 
/w were to ,om us, I could p romise s 0i . f ^ - 
0D «rtfc better than ******* . >£, ^e^c, 

^^^ upset: we^W t ^ te 

^ Jo u >£ 



h, 



if 



his cups 



ki*» » . & c t into 

"But *hat «°^ le J^/^f* into?" 
«ff lou're caught digging without a „' 
i. J 7 ~u Ixave it elsewhere or no >? J^e on you 
SaVeamand a glitter from his ' ^£ Rack/an?,' 

lyes -ST^*y B et r " n ^/f m ° dd ee l h * n <* 
in the Logs till all's blue. The Logs is £ an <* shut up 
i Yot f^a'^t see the inside of em_ Un f^ ^ lock- 
out O 7mriosity^but that's what happ ens to^^.^ant, 
digger-devil. I've had a fine fellow chafed up^^ary 
all night for his cheek. I rather like >em like ^V tree 
when they don't go to ground in the* cl a i ms **«*• But 
for the bush with you after them, hoot and sadrfi bre ak 
and sabre, then you know what hunting i s ,„ aXe , sp Urs 

"It seems a bit unfair," said Devenish ki 
reflective cloud from the Turk's bead. ' D1 °»ing a 

"Unfair as you like," says Rackham under , . 

"but the best fun going! r d ra ther p ut u *** s breath, 

nourished digger than all the foxes in Leic^f 6 ^ell- 

but there you are, and now you know, not that i* Shire ; 

to you; only, if you should happen to make ^ a Pplie s 

(and they're a precious rough crowd to do w^ies 

Pass the wrord and I'll do the rest for the salrl •*' yo u 

fcoies." ^ e °f old 

r bevenisb coloured a little, and looked to See 

Je *soa Was within earshot outside the tent; ^^ T^eth,^ 



^.at just tbe» 

the" 









^^y^-erto^" 



fr^V et **& in iter's ^ 

** I** V^ reveler? * d *^ ,., 

poio^Lt * lg \o l ° a ♦ tf°* rf band st e 




* b *, cat*, * i v b^ 7^ ^ u unlary was 



on e 



J*. tot a ^e 
B 01 - co^^- ck bamwas a <£f *f ^ ^ 



wbi c 



cong ( 







^oo^ oUS r uTds^ D ' S n ti^ ed ' W i tent on Blao^ ^-^ 
U. , ££ Mosel 5 -f e S d ^gd * * 



ioC ong^; Guar^-ontx^ e* - explanat r- - 

* s eqU !od Adams w»» 
Deane an 



122 

DENIS DENT. 



CHAPTER XIV. 
THE FIRST CLAIM. 

ma tes, by LEY ^ d am used himself, in the absence of his 
feet by eiah?®^ ° Ut a su PP osititious claim, twenty-four 

ex Pect betw JUSt t0 Iet them see what ^^ ^^ 

and withal ^ m e * sewnere » He was much astonished, 

Denis's deci^ C * ate< * as nis eas y nature would permit, at 

^naost i n Jh° n * n tne morning. Denis found the pegs 

w nich they h ^ Sha(low ' of tne Dme gum-tree, beneath 

they could I if * pitched their ^nt, and he declared that 

du] y quoted possi °iy do better. The tall digger was 

merits as a ^ - the P ossibilities of Bla ck Hill Flat. Its 

The Tyneside re,Sldential c l uarter were already obvious. 

within speakin ^^P was tne nearest, and it was not 

Su ited him to** ^^ sta n ce - As for Moseley, it entirely 

delay, i n the fi Sett * e down with the least trouble and 

nappy Sunday ^ ^ ea ^eful spot; and the party spent a 

a *Tanging the wh Poking the tent secure, and carefully 

The day was encampment. 

Wonderfully hoi an experience in itself. It was kept 

^ent and Doh^ ^° r tlisLt community, in those wilds. 

interest Moselev^ toolc a mornin g walk J il did not 

Denis was m i! W **° had also volunteered to cook. But 

string of Su H Stru ck and a little touched to meet trie 

cleanest as at ^ Promenaders, all in their best and 

digger was a r^? m *> &*>d Jo realise that the average 

ie aily ] aw ,^tt>iding creature after all. Out- 



&** rj* w.V Sunday dinner smoU 

\x»& ..r^ O^ible in the strong sunJ W* 

fs^^ ^ytt[ „ ^ into canvas church Of *k^ ^^^ 

iug for . f ie ' ieard " Passing, was o^ ^W ^ 

one point t\ &*»? voices which groaned ll^v^^A 

cra<*/e or te *»» satisfied hiroseif; not a k *> ^^^H <f e <* o„ 

left in hi s h Spade; and so P e * cefal w *$ J**tj *^i* *fj**> 
Us very H ?***> that not «w Moseiey' s ^ W^^o £* * 



had to \ 80ld licen T &t ttat *"* cost «^ ^^^V**^ 
***? *e renewed montty ^ saiJl £*> "* g ^g 

««*f m it ** many Vexatioas w^l^> % ««* 4* 

«-■ ** in print on doQl of tfce ^tK,. 



three ne„ d ^ers, who*^ ^ firS t to o*?*^^ £*; ,, 
the Mo/,cfe 7 njorning, d,<f ^t to re^**^ 4s 0(/ « 
tions. Tro of them ru s u k through *w £ ^ e 

Blade fla, Hrtr where D***^ t*£* *^>4 ^ e 
spadeful and r>enis mai3j , 7 before M T^%VW? 
them at his leisure. %r*t 3*f J*" 

father more than , HeP* h of k* ^> e tf> 

soon turned up, and ^^/fess tfc^ * "**£* 
of reddfsh-coloured <*> "f^er to ^ >* ^ 

the tine he was «W«»*V ^N>C/** 
freely, and was incbjJty» *£ jrritaWe %« ^ ^ 
who ^ for "trying ,* » ^,, *„<,% gj^ 
once to have Jimmy w ™? ^e e ^ ^/e» 

6 * ***** 



»? 



XJENIS Ofi^ 

«VJe might have £*£***« in 
vrtvo, lite many a ****ld £«|, had » *n£ d M 
position. «.Thetr»3r *%£**** i s £ °,^ t gift of £ 
all the way doW»- ats Mrh at *° *«* on trying it 

Bendigo" ^^p. WC Used ^ do on 

"What's P add ^ c ^T<f u „ h . 
Moseley smiled, though ^^ 
-Do you mean to say y 0u Perfect amiability. 
-? wasn't on Bendigo." °* t kn 0v? „ 

"Well, it's the most su perfi 
«v,t I'm not set on it, added MoseS^ ° f surf acing. 
^ce ity- "1 <** thou ^ - « *£%*> ?* obvious 
and three ot us can't work at the hole, it ^/° r <*««*, 
Sing for xx^e to do; but it really doesn't^!' 1 be «">*Z 

"My dear fellow, of course do as atter -" 

Denis, as Tvloseley's tone made him cnV° U i Uke " u *ged 
"You're the experienced man, after all °T ° f his own 
not skipper and mate. Try a tinf ul b ' ai * d w e're mates 
"No; on second thoughts, i t » s °* a11 means" ' 

water; but I'll tell you what I might *°?g w ay to 
lightening- "I might go and buy th e T sai <* MoseW 
you two work at the hole. Tha (, s . e ^.° n g To m whii- 
for it won't be the first I've bought" g X could d 

Denis felt constrained to consent to +u- °' 

misgivings, for his comrades' notions ° "us, bm 
not his own. It was Moseley w ho had h ec ° n °*»y wer^ 
and shovel, of their neighbours from £° Ught th e Dio t 
other articles of which the Tynesiders h^ Cast,e , with 
on the Saturday night, when, for all hTt du Plicat«S* 
might have returned with those very p Urc L kllew * DenS 
canny north- countrymen had found a custom ; a, *i thf 
own shrewd hearts. Now the fellow said k aft er th^ 



'*5 



^elyloo^Vv^ 5 * oseley dxd not ^^ "vol* 
do all the *J to* ti ll ^ . ^y « nttt »n^^\S **o,F T en 
J itself * ic lc ** stroll^ ^ W*«« */// 



and 



That day feS t» <j l» se i y 0r ^x****,* a J* h aif a 

"5 ~Tt£"*t > £>=* of t^f -W, 
mile with ea^ > a f # He e>r t>^rf V * hli ~ 

top Wtog. ,. r d ^U sh 

date were i»'- t > s ^j to ^ . j ^sh, no . ™ a *e 

The first * qo v d*7' day mghtT^ ia 'f aV. 
them laugh •*» c o»f ^e Sj*^ po ^ ^ife «,** 
thing after the S t>y d to sev U„ ds fi ^ r 

ounce of gold-d^^o** 1 °^ 

father expenses 



x ^ 6 DENIS DENT. 



tS^ing but meat was at a fancy price, and in the be- 
ginning some new appliance was wanted every day 
XI>enis held out against the dearer items as long as he 
could in decency, but it did not grow easier to restrict 
tlie partner who had contributed the lion's share of 
capital. The second week realised three ounces (\ 2 1. 
\s. 6d). and cost less, though Moseley insisted in laying 
in fifty pounds of flour as a bargain for 2 1. i$ s . Denis 
for one, however, refused to be comforted by the second 
week. It was not bad, but to him a total and im- 
mediate failure would have been more acceptable than 
the prospect of a run of such insignificant success. The 
second week raised neither high hopes nor a laugh; the 
third began better, with an ounce on the Monday/ but 
dropped at once to three or four pennyweight a' day 
This was worse than Moseley had done on Bendigo, and 
he was soon advocating a new claim on some lead that 
held good to the edge- but Denis was not so readily 
deterred, much less since at the outset he had invented 
a contrivance which redu ced t0 a minimum the natural 
disadvantages of the flat in the shape of a hand-barrow 
to hold as much wash-dirt * s kalf-a-dozen tubs, and so 
save as many journeys to * nd from ^ river - It was 
only a couple of sapfiL* *#* a few feet of canvas nailed 
across, which it took t to can 7 when ful1 ; but nobody 
happened to have tu^txt oi [t before ^ and lt was a 
success when nothing V" 8 ^, • 

These begin n * ?* t>egun badly in every other 

J** There was real?, orbing romantic in the lif e as 

*<? found it ft w !" y ^ ly fascinating to the spectator, 

* * the exception^ 8 ^essful performer. They had 

Ce **d to be spectators £* tb ** * * OWn 



Tttf "S^. 




JL^ st ^reUi»^ ropes »»}* ^gj* l> *™down the 
*^ fo* * P to «t^> descent; 1"**^ ^ place across the 

top *° log ; » .^ the bottom ^ ^ p them threw 

do^ V*f 5%t the P^ w i? m %^4 ^d- water; 

bla ^rtvisb forth * reptile house. X) « **. e y« enough 
to **? the spars, perilled the w Q ^ ** a slip fxom 

°» e ° an d Planted it like a ^WV^ ° n both 
side 5 ' a the brink nf this dreadful ^f clos e as pos- 

sible " a I . ~ until the^ %* ** N0 r was the 
J D strous day complete ^ ' ,^, e . £ a at 

*c old place without getting V**«* ^ 0* twelfth 



r 
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w -„ st-ll fitness a r^ 

cwiffld record. taIk * and a» » its 

Moseley beg*- Ja , ft ^y of th 

^sert his mates, «* n "« s 00n beri« t. man to 
<jeseri m=» _ jj. I here w„ Dec ame the sreatMt 

embarrassment^ ^ ^ *** much ^ «££* 

3, n d in hap^ waSy ^^ ™>ght have been its life 

•** S Se ** wrath which i^L?"^ WOU,d <>««* 
Wrn Souliarly calculated to eSe&JJ ^ d ^efficiency 
^TnTtSaUy indolent, and his £ e ffi2f mS; yet Mos ^Y 
Tw lei than catholic He might w!^ See "*d no 
*%£% it was at nothing th t iunJS^ J-**"* 
There lie was unstable, uidecisive, hanrL dl SgmgS. 
trifler, a procrastinator; hopelessly Un *; Py;8o- lucky, a 
and what was much more tiresome a c^ • ^"nself, 

at the practical in others. His equally IS * ent caviller 
humour was his saving merit; it also °° nsistent good- 
sense incorrigible, for one m ust be mo TO * de him i n a 
Denis could ever have been to blame with* * brute than 
a man who is at all times unaffectedly D m * ny bitte mess 
himself. There was, however, one occ as io **"*** t0 bla ™e 
even Denis felt inclined to say exactly W W ^ P ° n w hich 
rather more. He had at l ast written a W* felt and 
returning from the creek with Doherty, had f and °n 

from the rack which a f ew stitches had n^ n<1 ft S° n e 
canvas over the place where he laid his h^ ade in the 

"Where's my letter?" he asked at once i,- 
face was pal« as well as blank. ' ^s tanned 

"It's gone," replied Moseley, with a rea* 

during nod 



■*" hav 






now f 



- that 



ng to ** *3te the* both-' fei5 #* 

1 1^ l^U^ belief J>g e dl ^ 
'Denis <^rt ***»*!& ttb e fo , ? 

aAnd ?voi' d nev «r set %** .goal ^, » * ion 

chat ft* • •£ distrust ,***<* **>d si n £ e £ g^ 
yo^ re S? (< t,ut I've been * e r» , *<* st 



Z><?ni*s 2)*n/ ( 



DEN «s Dent 



*,^r-^ cterin a» world . 
iudge of <**5, tampering with si * hat object 
'body have SSuous question ^ *g ei^ ^ 

1116 *? ?1<^ Ilke ~ to Iook at?^ nis a id ^ ke ou^?^, 
was the &\** a respectable eld eriv he *sk ed i'\."%t 

" 0h > J ?ai^ ab0ut him ' *>Ui l "*». not ^ S tur °- 
the old s^ them, and how „,'«>« digging ^uch of 

crawling ^*^w do you know £** *** tt£«* must be 

"Then ^ ,»e, of course." e ** o 0e ?» Pa «?" 

" He t0 vS » beard? " 

"Had » without sayi n „„ 

UTh h Jawing one. * ***** aod n 

were each & hfs bear(J dyed? „ a « £> enis 

"But -wra» w 

..No gJ" e y* 

«It should be grey," sa.d D eni _• , 

tell you which diggings he came f rom? ™* «Di d he 
"Sailor's Gully- 

Denis breathed I again. He knew that D e „ • 
Jewson were at the Gravel Pits. He had msh *«<i 
reason to connect the man who had taken th** 113, n <> 
with the man whom he had in mind; and fur *£ e letters 
tioning finally relieved him of the idea, partly Tf que s- 
Moseley was unconsciously anxious to raake th k Us e 
his emissary. The altercation had stirred the e •* of " 
of both young men; neither spoke ha his natural^ 0118 
each resembled an unpleasing portrait of hirnself V ° ice * 
much had been said, however, that it was an onnJ* S ° 
for saying more. p P 0r tu i t y 

"You know, Dent," Moseley went on « Pve h 
f the whole thing. I made a mistake when I^*?* 1 * 
back with you, instead of taking the fc* ship ^e d 
1 had intended." as 



\ 



l 3^ 



V*° «But ^=~ 

d ^^ 

<>cetn ess - _ 
eaS MoseVey^ 

***& goes 















'% 



*°'<& t . 



Of 



"Vs 







0e red * 



^ 



,*** 
















these vi& x *_„0 _*■ &^ . *„ «_.. i n ^c-v^;w 






SUSSES ttg&^Z&^ $ 

** s * *ere the det*e ^ £«£ ** pu \V *< J>, 

^1* them, and 'V^'/* , 1?<^L ^^^ >4£ 0/ " 

fead not seen. «** tP^fit ^li*' 1 ? i* r^V^V ^ iZ ' Ae 



bad not seen. **> ^^W* «*^«^ it s r. V^ ^ £ «* 

^ght, and there *«,» ^ ^>?%#S* > ^ j? %2? 

redder glow, or ^V^**^' V* *tS* ^V • ^anf er 

** most, and ^ %<*&* * ^i\ ^* 5 
and «*», ^VV£><* * Sf*.W 



thau most, and *„** *?„&1< 
gjvenmm, *ered' . i0 0» ^ 

and sapptoe, «*? ^Va*^ 

\k of day < oV e^ ^ > 






her 



^^NIS DENT. 

.^- But ^*at had he to tell h*^ He 

v$> ^Vvi** d )° do s °mething that was *K^ yet 

vfc* ^ *X ^^Z^* ^ dy two months were up. T^here 

^ "&»* tS*> ^ dld not re S ret the letter w^ ich 

**** *£** ^^^Vrive. its unredeemed tale had cost Jb im 

^^ScT^^ ^n^shed telling on which ^M^e 

^**CU if a we £ J° cost him as mucb f^ 

TxvsVsxe^ ^%^^xe could be, after all, but o^^ e 
^vet «di« ^^e existence at Ballarat Anrf ^ m ^e=- 
for his sepax ^ ag a hard> darfc ^ ^^ ^^ tur n^ d 

realised this, ^^ or little red ^ ft ^ darlc wxt^. 
to great wru ^ c i rcU mstance; it was harder than ever 
wX determination which had never wavered. 

After one such night in the middle of December, the 

begi nn i n g of the end came quite quietly and naturally 

at the following evening's meal. Moseley had received 

*** s remittance, days before it was due, and as Denis 

Sa *d, £ t could not have come at a better time. At this 

e Moneyed partner had looked up from his platter in 

SOr &ewlaa,t- anxious inquiry. 

"Because I'm going to take your advice," explained 
*-*erus, "and give in — and clear out!" 

"Home to England?" cried Moseley, while Doherty 
stayed fciie hand that held a loaded fork. 

Denis shook his head, and Moseley's face fell a little ; 
but Dorxerty sat munching with a satisfaction as solid as 
the morsel in his mouth. 

"Eureka?" inquired Moseley, putting a brave face 
on it. 

"No." 

"Canadian Guii y ?» 
"No." 




^-%n ab °* 






^o* 
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>v, whose brown face was also awry with 

Ae&V <&** i* P erfectl y' m y dear fellow," Denis an- 
»d & & '*,&*A i f we ever have another mate" (Doherty 



l& 



tXVC 



xK- 



fr e 



ed; 



as 



^*> .ickly), "O^y he be half as staunch ~„ 

A^g done our best, but so far we've made 

ved **^ ** You had bad enough in October, and 

\oo* ^V^ it - hese tW months on our account out of 

V °V 5 °l^ ^dness of y° ur heart; my dear Moseley, 

vou've *** gP°£c ano** ^k! You've tried Bendigo, 

*e^>^t;youf 



sha. 



£-*£- 



tis, 



and tf* 



home with as good a conscience 
three or four months I shall foi- 



led 

i^J Y^' ^eY r , «v beyond that from which they 
WI-a tk CJ i;t.tle way u ; , ,,!__ .fi>.„_;. 



ar ted in three or four days, at a 
v bey°nd that from which they 
^ d V *a ll h tefl ts and niud-heaps of Ballarat: 
oriitit ^ ut be b eld ?l; s last on them with a sigh, and 
\- a & first iook eQ m , h i s spirits when it came to 

onW J'^^ad ^ Ver U three had light hearts at the 
eve. W S, But all ^ ^ ^ had sold their 

cUspvng Mulders to *» of xl/ . 3,. They had 

e*d, *J a t ^ ver y f f* tune of 2/. 11*. 6 A, so that 

krt r ^nd to tn e w lQ ^ as their share, to take 



enure 



isfr 



a } s0 'Romans 



had 



i***w 



but 



as Denis said, at least 



b Bendigo™^ nW fie ld, j { e3tper ience to put to it. 



with theto . w ' "' ds , wor tri "counts, all through, and 
a hundred po dke p t tb e le y' S generous but un- 
He it was who B f M be added that ^ 

he who would no^n It ^ been duly> . f nQt 

fair proposals at tM i*tter^ they had taken some 
Company's del* u> afte r ^ mali g ned hole on 

forcibly, di schar g^'i out * e for over 50/. 
thirteen ounces of gp» # e ^ 
Black HiU Flat, and sola 




0<* 



*£.« »■ "ceo *V* *■ * l» Do VX 

"It was " h i& ,y»s f gold, J ^oj; ar^ *t w^e,.^ 

Denis, rf^*%&« ^ ** <J* 2 

out hurtinC j S> i 1»* S Ole 



«te ado- rtt *r»' *"o *Wf 

«It was. w ^* d y f * f gold, J ■ 

penis, >&*%rftt* g"t ** 

out hurting ; d *£** 
know, pe p y 



"^j 



j 
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^tft him now he ' s g° ne > poor chap! Back 
0p c,i\\y Suffolk, and back we go to Ballarat 
vot& x& -t^d-three between us! But no more nice 
X aoe* ^°Z+ B^ck HiU F1 at, or anywhere else where 



x& 



goe^ ^'f <i & i&CK ti "" -"-"-, vjl aujrwucre eise wj 
^ e ni*^- ° tat big and the certainties next to 



vi& 



no- 



g*< 



»- e*»' ^-*- «w"B t0 s * nk deep and wet and dirfc y' 

d 5 ch^X* e Jl're not g om g to sink on chance." 
^«b- "^T*** ,« were * lde °Pen in all senses at once. 
t£Sf. *V** 1 on nine-P^d-three, mister? And you've 

"SvO^vi* 1 t,U» s» ld Deni s, producing Bullocky's 
v. Ptv ***«'* r - vO** stiU have its bellow." 
** ..TYv 6 *,, j b 6 u f V e time I've thought of it," cried 



'«<jVti < 



^ou sa 



'd 1?e Was t0 ^P t ^ iem *° r ever- 



3itntny 



U* 1 y< 

raoW ,„ v t u eV 've brought us." said Denis; "on 

for W*\ * of lu t, Earned a lot since then, and even 

" A ha» d ' ^ 1 part with them altogether. No, 

t v. e otne^ o rOp 0Se /drive we must raise our fresh 

now I ^e d evil d0C A so let them bring us luck 

but since ^ eta , ana goon redeem them; and I 

capital °° { ^ey <*<> we His time. Come a bit nearer: 

after att- t _ jimmy, "* „ c0 ntinued Denis, drawing 

mean the°). ' t0 show y c '' de this at odd times, some 

I've sometwag (tI . ve & were fast as i ee p. I don't 

out his »«* * «id M°f Len me a better grasp of 
of it when you . t , s p x had before> and T 

-y * s ^as awhole ** {or you . You see the 
the diggi^ 5 . aS t0 d0 the sa to bottom like a bit of 

shOUld £ ^raggUng **» ** 
double line srrags 

loose tape? 

"Yes." o »' 

..That's the Yarrowee- 



*+ 



**>• 

^ 






« £ l £** s v <^>f <4^* vN* 



.^ V* w ef S olt li *7 «<* a ' ' ;c^i * '~ ct M^ 



-and * e JJg o>J 2j* *& tub, »*& he* V*. V 

«£ absolutely ^ £, and ** aljd ieft ^ ^ ^ 

^tfSii^ rlg s -^ 

time, TimmV, P V» e ^ 



Of 



we shall t^»- 

Jeep fl** 11 
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\ 



w 



\\ 



w 



\A 



^jo. If it wasn't for that I should have 
5^ 1 V m y hand. He never could have held 
'tfC&^ && ^ould have hindered us who can and will. 
&e£?' -js/^^^L^ . g t0 go, and he may be back in Silly 
&°* n && \C^^ we get down dee P enough to do much 
ot*t» a _^ *" t £p* c 



** e ^V ^^ <ran to f eel COns °te<i for a prospect which 

S**^ ^ t> eg ,,ii ^e younger blood a little. He did 



A" ^V * rhill his y°^ger blood a little 
Spo^ ^ tKS m gettiDg t0 the RGl 



c o\y 



i\d **?* i^ 



He did 

montk* in getting to the gold: at any 

preferred not to know that they 

still less did he want Moseley 



,ld have 



t* ot ^ e *** w*o** tlls: , rt t therefore to inquire how Denis 

£»*$&%£& * e squares and blots are? " 

togCt ..Yo^ tC 2id boles." bow ^y follow and fill the 



B . t V> e ^?»s con ^ e ^ en t to work that he was sinking 
\, tr* 6 , t>ef° re ° . rt d in a moment their heads were 



red tivf _ r 



lc „ from bank to bank.' 
nothing else ^ squeeze j^ between ^any of 



«.T:b ere , v e only g 01 - de n, say Eureka, or Sailor's 

«V7e". i we . a d we de<» ^ peg QUt a claim and 

* e Lr there's *°° t he top of the map, and 

.— «er . - nW dblota u by themselves." 



- u»r<»vei tnci " T nip to 

s ee that sq^* . 

* ba0 ks of one red nver, m- 



thern, <>» 
G >2'a tent 

pltc * if you 

«TM' «as out oW 



* 



.>•' 



fA l 



X>' 



,V*' 



c ***** ^ i* r^H 






W» s for* of 1 h^ lrt c* */d l , c , **> *U^ <* 



atat, and £*. »*^** »» oll I' 

mg eye. '* e ^ ol ^ g as I S* 
not find the* 1 f & o l 
"A cotipJ e 1& ' 



did 



J ik, 



*■ S 
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chance that you can help me, as I am 

^-k'tl sir," nodding at Denis, who nodded back, 

J^^i 1 f>erhaps the lad will be so kind as to hold 

Not that it's mine at all," the in- 



^ yQ *> <>- ^rjianky. ^ ot tn ^t it's mine at all," the m- 
r JU ^ ntleman ^ent on, as he flung down the 
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deep-sinkers do. If it wasn't for that * \\3W^ Wl-^ 
shown Moseley my hand. He never couiu v. «m 

out, and he would have hindered us who cMl 111(1 Will. 
He was longing to go, and he may he back in Sl11 ? 
Suffolk before we get down deep enough to do much 
good:* 

Doherty began to feel consoled for a prospect wn icn 
could not but chill his younger blood a little. He did 
not wisrr to be months in getting to the gold: at any 
rate he would have preferred not to know that tney 
might be months: but still less did he want Moseley 
back. He was content therefore to inquire how Sterns 
could know before he went to Tvork that he was sinking 
in the right place. And in ^ moment their heads were 
together again over the map- p „ 

"You remember what trie squares and blots are. 

"Tents and holes." , ,-„ +^ 

"Then don't you see how they follow and nil tne 
red rivers?" 

"There's nothing else from bank to bank." 

"Well, we've o n l v got to squeeze in between any ol 
them, on the lead we decide on, say Eureka, or Sailor s 
GulJy, wherever there's room to peg out a claim and 
pitch a tent. Now look up to the top of the map and 
tell me if you see that square and blot aU by themselves. 
i »I see them." ■ , - 

"High and dry an the backs of one red river, in- 
stead of on the river itself" 

"Yes." . \ 

"That was our old- dawn. I 
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«3Leep-sinkers do. If it wasn't for that I should have 
sYiown Moseley my liand. He never could have held 
out, and he would have hindered us who can and will. 
He was longing to go, and he may be back in Silly 
Suffolk before we get down deep enough to do much 
good." 

Doherty began to feel consoled for a prospect which 
could not but chill his younger blood a little. He did 
not wish to be months in getting to the gold: at any 
rate he would have preferred not to know that they 
might be months: but still less did he want Moseley 
back. He was content therefore to inquire how Denis 
could know before he went to work that he was sinking 
in the right place. And in a moment their heads were 
together again over trie map. 

"You remember what the squares and blots are?" 
"Tents and holes-" 

"Then don't y oti see how they follow and fill the 
red rivers?" 

"There's nothing else * TOm hank to bank." 
"Well, we've only S ot t0 squeeze in between any of 
them, on the lead w^ decide on, say Eureka, or Sailor's 
Gully, wherever there's room to peg out a claim and 
pitch a tent. Now look up to the top of the map, and 
tell me if you see tha.t square and blot all by themselves." 
"I see them." 

"High and dry on the banks of one red river, in- 
stead of on the river itself?" 
"Yes," 
"That was our old claim." 
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there's just a chance that you can help &\ A A . *% 
sure you will, sir," nodding at Denis, who ac uvx ^ Dac^ 
"^ you can. Perhaps the lad will be so kind 3S to hold 
my horse. Thanky. Not that it's mine at all » the in- 
congruous gentleman went on, as he flung down the 
reins and addressed himself to the contents of a smart 
Wack bag. "I couldn't afford twenty-four hours in 
Melbourne waiting for the coach, so I had to hire, with 
ail sorts of arrangements for- changing horses on the 
way. But my coachman was i n liquor before midnight, 
and when I left him, at th<- place they may well call 
Bacchus Marsh, early this rxxorning, I wasn't going to 
trust myself to another. If you have a tongue in your 
head, sir, you can find your own way to most places on 
this planet. Ah, now I have it/" and he produced a 
photograph, of the carte- de-visite size then alone in 
vogue, and shook it playfully at Denis before putting it 
into his outstretched hand. "There, sir.'" he wound up. 
"If you happen to know that face, just say so; and if 
you do not know it, have the goodness not to pretend 
you do. The answer to the question is Yes or No." 

Denis looked upon the full-length presentment of a 
very tall gentleman, in a frock-coat, a white waist-coat, 
and an attitude as stiff as the heart of early Victorian 
photographer could desire. An elbow rested on the 
pedestal of a draped pillar, and the thumb of that hand 
in the watch-pocket; but the handsome face looked con- 
temptuously conscious of its own self-consciousness, only 
it was the very gentlest: oontempt, and Denis recognised 
the expression before tr^e face. Strip off his muddy 
rags, re-apparel hint ttiAxs, shave his chin and nick his 
beard into flowing vsrlxisk^, and there was their friend 
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"The aiw* 41 *^ c^*:**- ^> 

Jr „ ,, °<^ ^T"^» he said, ji 
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"* h f Ve never ^ ^*' s tfae <> Di ^ 

is, an d *« most * **^ 

The -tyry f a ^i^,^ 1 *** nis name I 

"And do vo? **«*"*fic one I've 
" We ll, Ikn V*?*" »»*o **- dry 
"Would yo u VT° W where to f 

and directing r^ v ^ s d«™-" . 
"I should h V 5 " mucn mind 

"Thanky. ^ n2V° i*"^ 
u l- j ti;; ^u^^isliteci to hav< 
behind. Tins j^H^* be room , 

aJmostgiveo^ t^ of ^^ faapJ 

tion which *^ Vere in thie state 
three. The i ^^ norma .i cor , 

his spectacles > ^^ t pilgrim blinke 
he saw. De^^re interested tha 
on «, found a S took the reins, t ! 

IO " ee . and rt Vd in the north i 

*S? ^aw ° v e straight into a 
0ther minutl^ hidden away be) 
A* ,T * ^ buggy drew up f 
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solid little hut, in whose shade h* s soured assistant sat 
asleep, with his eyebrows up, & n d the comers of his 
mouth turned down, even in his dreams. 

"Where's your master?" demanded the visitor, caus- 
ing Denis and Doherty to exchange glances; but the 
fellow merely opened a long-suffering eye, pointed in- 
doors, and had closed it again before the gentleman 
descended. 

At his request, the partners remained in the buggy, 
where they spent an interval of a few minutes in covetous 
admiration of the neat hut with its t>ark roof, the iron 
windlass, the stack of timber slabs for lining the shaft, 
and the suggestively solid opening of the shaft itself. 
They agreed to look down, if not to descend, with the 
deep-sinker's permission, before depa.**ure. Meanwhile 
his quiet voice was not to be heaurdl outside, but the 
visitor's Was> and eventually the pair emerged. 

" But I'm just going to touch bot/to* 11 " the tall digger 
^tulated. "After weeks and months p m all but on 

a j^d now you want to carry me o& y - " 
ehVf 5 e ^itor whispered some smili*\g argument, which 
<?r a shrmr of familiar and restx^ ed contempt. 

fun of I* 11 ' 1 *c mone y'" said ±e man - " lt,s ** 

T f the thing, don>t y° u know." 
iW t Vis ^or took out his watch **s tnough they could 
j«j>i catch a . 

said h ^aoe-ed for fresh horses all along the road," 

can d "These have only done ten miles, and they 

Plain v he sa^r%e ten back again. I hope I made it 

io^*' the ^ rst ship - tt m * y ^ day after t0 " 

iC *€&er- sighed inevitable acqui escence# He 
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"My dear good fellow, I don't want money for it!" 

cried he. "I want a worthy inheritor with energy and 

ideas, somebody a cut above the stupid average, and by 

Jove you're my very man! Came on: if you don't the 

wliole thing will be jumped by the nearest ruffian. I 

don't say there's much in the hole; but it's a good, 

sound hole as far as it goes, and it can't have to go 

much further. We've worked through the light clays 

and through the sand, and we're well in the red; when 

you get through that you can start washing, and I wish 

you the luck you deserve. Thank me? What for? If you 

don't come in someone else will. I am only too glad 

to leave the little place in such good hands; it was 

pretty carefully chosen, and if it isrx't plumb over the 

gutter it ought to be." 

So the reconstructed firm of Dent and Doherty be- 
came possessed of one of the deet>^ st hol es and best- 
appointed claims on the celebrated Eureka Lead, and 
no T Uhil1 a few minutes ; for it: tools the man Charles 
ma t , ger to collect such chattels as were worth his 
dW erS wiiiI e t0 take awa y ^th tuxa. Thus, ere the 
owS? 8 * *ere astir again for the afternoon, the new 
of th Were alone in ibtix unforeseen glory, and one 
iov ^ at least was still capering and singing i n his 

ihe re But over E> enis a cloud haci * ^ ialJe *; and 
the c a WaS a blocker cloud on ]ivcitxiy when he grasped 
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on bin*„**°sa&y;' said Denis. "This is horribly unfair 
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had h£ Pp Ose ^re should have as good l uc k here as we 
d Vk S*x the flatl" 
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morhfication under a derxsxve „ Jf i J^, ^ 

ones m very g0 od time." 
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at all inclined to leave his rival with the ball at his feet 
and nothing to stop him but the capricious persecution 
of a corrupt constabulary. 

Ralph might have blushed to put it so even to him- 
self, but that was his actual attitude as he sat smoking 
into the small hours, and so Jewson stole in and found 
him in the end. Ralph was not startled; the steward 
was regularly the last abed; but now his boots were 
yellow with fresh dust, and the perspiration showered 
from his peaked cap as he took it off. 

"Where have you been?" asked Ralph, raising a 
morose face to stare. 

"I thought you might like an extra drop to-night," 
replied the steward, winking and grinning as he pro- 
duced a bottle, "so I've been getting you another of 
these from where the lieutenant gets 'em. You don't do 
your fair share, Captain Devenish, sir, and you may 
want to when you've heard my little report." 

"Report of what?" asked Devenish. But the steward 
would only chuckle and shake a wicked skull until the 
grog was served out and the pair seated, pannikin to 
pannikin, on either side of the packing-case that did 
duty for a table. 

"I happened to hear what you were talking about, 
you see," began Jewson, wiping the grey moustache from 
which the dye had almost disappeared. 
"You generally do." 

"And you generally know it, so where's the harm? 
But when I hear you talking about the second mate 
that was," continued the steward, showing a whole set 
of ill-fitting false teeth, "I do more than hear — I listen 
an d listen I will whenever I catch his cursed name!" 
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"Half a saucerful of gold-d**?* out of the hole!" 
"Already!" exclaimed Devenish, dropping reserve in 
"his astonishment 

"In the very first day's washing. They never began 
until to-day. That's what was keeping them up all night," 
added Jewson. "They've started looking ahead, you 
see. Let me fill up your pannikin, Captain Devenish. 
You don't get half a chance with Mr. Rackham, sir!" 

Ralph Devenish was one who carried his liquor in a 
manner worthy of his blood. His worst friend had 
seldom seen him fuddled. He was so much the less 
proof against the deeper and more damning effects. His 
tongue did not slur a syllable that followed, but it ran 
away with him all the faster for tliat It muttered 
degrading confidences; it snarled unscrupulous revenge; 
it revealed a man so different from t** e Ral P*i Devenish 
Known of oth er men that it was sls though the drink 

4° ne to his heart instead of to lxis head - 

but wi U marry her! I swear I ^ nlU We were all 
shall Cng r aged before > and pu mm T bcr .*<*• He never 

self! ' a See him in hdl first ~ rl1 sei T hfm there m y- 
his "i„r inf ernal snob out of the locj^t service, and 
with vlf rnal Other's son all over! Whats the matter 

"ol' Je *son? What are you grin^ng at? „ 

^ cant*; at *tx* idea of y ou ^rarnMmg a cdm ^ ^ 

*e steu, in tfcc Grenadier Guards! «o, ho, hot* And 

*as no d sho*v ed his horrible teeth agai n; but there 

were fas^ 1 *^ i» the little black P enetratm g eyes that 

"Bur r° *alpk' s - 
b ^iioo4 ^ouia!" he swore - l mean to ma "y her, 

0l * r ^iip C> 4do? ,, said J ewson > turning grave. 
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as quickly as it had come to * lfe again. If the letter 
Y^ad not been posted, it was through no fault of his, and 
even now he knew nothing about it. And if Jewson, for 
his own reasons, chose to stay behind on the diggings, 
in. order to thwart the man who so richly deserved 
thwarting, neither had he, Ralph, anything on earth to 
do with that. Yet his nature shrank from such an ally, 
even as he began to appreciate the creature's value, and 
he frowned as he filled the Turk's head for the twentieth 
time that night. His hand was as steady as his speech. 
It was his better nature that was under eclipse. Mean- 
while, the steward took the opportunity of surreptitiously 
replenishing Ralph's pannikin, and still more surreptiti- 
ously emptying his own upon the ground. 

"So yo u propose to hold a watering brief on my be- 
half?" said Ral h at last> and forC ed a smile at the 
idea. 

h "* Propose to keep an eye on fc*i«* for you, if that's 
what y 0u mean> » re piied the steward- 

But Af r . Rackham's going to do «iat as it is. He 
^ys he'll be level with our fine frier*<* in a month." 
a m ^ m ° m h'" echoed Jewson, scornfully. « He , n be 
He^ m *n irx a month, if he go*?* OD [ ** he's begun, 
taken '' UmbIed ° n a J eweller ' s sho P> m much mis " 

T^ eIi > you ^an't take it from hi**> <** you?" 
er han t " 

bv '' y °H njea^vou can!" exclaimed Devenish, irritated 
<'0£ C °^e£* subtlety of the man's manner. 

ciatt^ 61518 ? tilted ^ e P annikin and Set h down wfo a 
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chapter xvxri- 
rottes cxjusr- 



L* by ten, gotten Gully- £* , *> ^ 
chimney at ^ solidly b«i^ ne a >P/*<*%^ 

the shape of * «*« end. *f ^ tffied <**«i*. O 
particularity 7 e,v es and racks t ft **>*>, 

on some &£ ** late owner. *» jgW, '*,>* 
his day, ^ lsl ^^^ a %^£ bt ^yl^ 
themselves a* !* ere were re60 ^^ctu 3 l Stx P^Ou ** < 
as alluring J * su gg«* *** ^/^? »** 4.*%%^ 
Eureka fl? *e natural re«^f d ; *» Point f >*ot *> 
** «* ttTI had *« followed through the ' £<* t > 
Wm Jus £ ** beyond while this M^nte JJUlj, <6 e 
aband on i^d sank the hole irbcft he «£• 6 *cf 
Bu t a * ,n a few feet of the gutter. ^ ^ 

gu%, wi - J iole was by far the best and sou ndest . 
insecu^ .r 1 deserved its name insomuch as j t .*? «! e 
snafis hj^'ngs as a rule. Some of the abamT ^ 
sia bbed ,2 "beady fallen in; but this one w as beautf?^** 
^d feet ^ tim ber from top to bottom, now som e Sl U,i > 

D « «nrf depth of the ,ead Bereabouts being j^ **> 
ne ^ seventy. "^ 

'eft ^ °f the first things Denis did when they h^ 
^ Peccable possession of the claim was to locate j? 
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t map; and a mark was duly made in the very 
F one of the red rivers. 

fit over the gutter!" he exclaimed. "The sinker 
but he wasn't the man to sink anywhere else, 
u remember him saying we were within a few 
t? Jimmy, I'm going through some of those 
re I'm an hour older, and we'll try the first tub 

vent down at once in the bucket, armed with a 

a complete plant had been thrown in with the 

ind for an hour he dug straight down, making 

lest and deepest hole possible, and finally filling 

ket from the bottom. But it was hard work. 

clay was so veritably rotten that again and again 

i hole filled up. Denis's shirt was plastered to 

when Doherty wound him above ground with 

ket, and the clay in the latter was still as red as 

3enis took it to the creek, however, and tried it 

al in a tin dish, but did not get a grain. He 

I to Doherty unruffled and smiling. 

; no use, Jimmy; we've not got down to it yet, 

sha'n't get down to it like that. We must go 

[ng the whole shaft But there's another good 

daylight, and if you like to go. down and do a 

wind up the buckets as you fill them." 

he shaft went down by inches the sides had to 

sd as heretofore; but the "sets of timber" stacked 

the hut proved to be cut to the size, pointed, 

iy for fitting into the grooved uprights, which in 

n were found to have been driven into the four 

of the shaft to a depth of several feet beyond 

he shaft itself. So there was no difficulty there 
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while the cut slabs lasted, a 
the night in their excitement 
at it again by sunrise, they 
four feet to the depth by the 
Denis tried another little ha • 
time the third spadeful was < I 
Some particles of gravel trie : 
spade, and even what was 01 
two consistencies- The nex i 
Denis roared for the bucket, 
stamped themselves upon tl 
overhead. 

"I've struck it I I've si 
bucket and stand by to -«nnc 
A wideawake danced a.g a 
a shrill cheer came ttxrobhn , 

bered shaft; then a leaping *> ; 

^d the head and sHovilder 
mo f m motionless ^ i { H °^ 1 
*>«<*« ^th the grainy sui 
au S«raf spadefuJ Zitfr Ixis I**" 

even *> <£ touch Tt* c rC Sb 

for ttfSf ^ jt ?f*>°* to 

*»C>* to tb* *j£f tc 
*in ^bucketful Y^Jy a** c 

It fining ^x^*^ tes 
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tv, but "Denis did "both without delay at the creek, 

was far nearer liere than on Black Hill Flat 

\vad no cradle a.s yet at the new claim, whose late 

2&cal proprietor had not arrived at the stage of 

>>fc& one-, Ynxt X>enis took the tin dish once more, 

' Z/ atfte ^ ac3t t>ea-tiri g it like a tambourine, on knee 

" &&y ^ Ut ca **ying the empty bucket at arm's length 

& utf* ^and. At least it felt as empty to Denis 

Astr rf^ t0 I3olle rty, until the bucket was tilted, and 

fi \ - a d seemed but a sparse deposit of rather yellow 

\P r $$&%> sand formed a slender segment of palpable 

& X& y pourea it from the bucket back into the tin 

k^C** (J ftoTn ^ e tin dish into a smaller tin > and from 

^-^ijer ^ into me saucer in which Jewson really 

vVs1 %*<* a glimpse of about half of it that night The 

^ g^ ty* had yielded upwards of two ounces, by the 

txial " tX \ eS of a friendly neighbour, and before night 

gold-sc/* j s pent quite half on a good cradle, a pair of 

Denis ha tfce wherewithal for a digger's supper of new 

scales, aI \ j^ing chops, and scalding tea. 

damper, si ^ pair sat ^ planning> building> furnish- 

f T€ Z\ biting castles which were no longer altogether 
mg and inli^ ^.^ Denis> in ^ ^^ ^ hours w0uld 

in the air; D pOS sible after such a meal hurled into an 
have been W in the late evening of such a day; and 
empty stoma c0 mbination may be confidently traced in 
the pernicioti ^e took of this very aspect of a situation 
the view ^^^ssi** a11 his dreams, 
otherwise sUn ^ e ry wel1 f °r a day or two," said Denis, 
"It's a!* ^ catl never go on doing all the work and 
"but you a& to o. We couldn't even if we were born 
the cooking 



/ ft**? 

TO**?* 




£<* to <^ **$* ^ VvV **» Mt - m v.. * «w s e 






5^2 



tf> e 



a tvd ^\>s ' « 






^ !<v ? (^ X ^ W^ ^ not a^door. 



**^ «***■••«* 












*£< ^^ve^t ^"i^ ^S S £ ^ Gn»d Pits, 

ta<* »» d ** gce^--*^ 

^ e%t tSg to *4 e r^^-ole ^i^ loured in hourly 

***%£ ^ d ^aV **■ ^ ^«S?rf bC d ° ne *» *»e time 

ffSt ^ * e f5* ***SX^ o^^ dCep at °«e corner, Tnd 
^tJrWooverea^tjcfo^ <£ the g ut(er which ' «* 

fuls to try m ^ tll e lo^. «'« before dark. The ySriL 
were uneven, but *i^ v ff *as an ounce the f/ u 

3 oz. icdwt, and terli _*^ s ag greffate ;,,' ""-Ugliest 
or upwards of 4°'- st X1 *»^. ^ re S^te }us t under ilb., 

Yet they were leSS , , e; *cit ed ., 

night before. The gold ^ « than they had been rh~ 

t/o D of getting it out, a qu es ? there; it was . e « «»e 

.^ ^«d tiken turns at «On of time, ways "L* ques " 

£2*^** «»e friendly aef-J*^ creek as Si d ^ eans - 

***** a^ as ™*«»"ttwit o^^* cradle in a * hlS Sca ^s 
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ting or tale-bearing under its stress. And his devotion 
> Denis had never wavered; that was at once a touch- 
lg consideration and a clear claim. No; there should 
>e no more partners if Denis could help it, but if he 
;ould not, then the new-comer should be a man after 
/immy's heart rather than his own. 

It was moonlight when Denis came to this conclusion 
of the matter, though he had lain down in daylight not 
long before. He did not lie many minutes more. A 
shambling step came to his ears, came nearer and nearer; 
he jumped up in time to meet a tottering figure at the 
door. 



. «, <* ^ vrVl ^ ab0Ut the man; and Denis 

* n . M tvo ^fLvtW so^cxe regret for the suggestion , 

x>^^?ll\vvs ^ A.tcvot^ Sympathetic than he seemed, 

^*tT**» ^ xe ^tv^ eVtlL ^ W t0 believe f " of Devenish. 

*wL^ xeaA^^ *y *a* that for some trifling omis- 

T^c s**^^^ v is\Xe6. ^itli a torrent of intolerable 

s,\cm ^ ^ d rern onstranee, w ith the personal chastise- 

^Touse, and ^on^ ^ ^^ maT ^ s w hi cn never stmck Dems 

*3£»cn.t o w genuine. The wretch was clever enough 

ake excuses for his late master, whose behaviour he 
^tributed entirely to irritation caused by the ruin of his 
claim- but as Jewson said, that was not his fault, and he 
could* not stay another hour with a gentleman who used 
toim so. So he had turned to Denis in his distress — 
little right as he had — and he hoped the past at least 
would be forgiven and forgotten — if only for the sake of 
tlie season. 

" Why, what is the season?" asked Denis; for in the 

**ant excitement of the last few days, and the un- 

heTiad n,ed - SUrroundin g s of blue sk y and blazing heat, 

but h e ^ Ulte for gotten tnat Christmas was upon them; 

th ^ ^te W a e d» einbered as he s ? oke ' and could ( l uite DeIieve 
c * j\ n J f s sta *ement that it was already Christmas Eve. 

"v£* w as f think y° u had for g° tten !" added Jewson, 
^ **>, j ast ^covering a careful kind of confidence. 

^i^**^ OJ d stvi >eCte<1 t0 find you startm S to kee P it: in the 
u r\j *^ p les J e "^roast beef — turkeys — plum-pudding and 

^*>J^s you lr that's the good of being a lucky digger 
» ^ » «e ep a high old Christmas like the rest of 

^i^ *'^ho tolrf 

55 J y. y° u * was one?" asked Denis, suspi- 
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■»„ Jf you asked we ^ 
"Who told «£f ht b e aWe to «»»0^ 

■Mr Dent, I ."' D ,.- ke that to yourself lti > S,\U 

This. c "P^f t S«» "> """' '""' """■'■ XV 
the things tn« ■ ..,.011 must comei, ^"^ 

" we "': , ,S' S ?»»'«"'*- m *.\ ** j^- 

some dried-up cfl , chi;cfcied ^ ^ ^ >^ 

» Call that not bang ^ ^ ^ ^^ g *^ ^ 

let me see what s ft Wtofa ^^ ^j \v K ^. *^. c 

be done with what, ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^n* ^ ^X 4 
sir, though I say jt. fce tQ rfo ft after >^\ X X *•*' 



Denis was ??* tone, but it was not h,. ^ -C^Sjt 
and he did *pP ea * Vcnis altogether, b " ^l^^*^ tonj 

^ <S ^et CO^tben. taters I-J ^ j*^** ^ ^ 

,f V # And f*. v our mate, a" stop a ^ 
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^slard - ?" y ^ay make into something soft. 

.^o ****, 1 suppose?.. 

fyeW tiever mind w* , 

$ e^ where everytK- *eave the rest to me. Thank 

f aprhour therein >^ 8 else 1S * and in twent y minutes 
J*' i »» toe something for you to see and 

X" aft] he was 

l*tr ted emb^ Cr ° UChing over ** fire ' blowing 
" £** . - glow Vii c °axing them into flame; and in 

^ tU b ^t th CUUnin g face ^oked kindly enough, 

\$ & - a ls whicV* at °^ an artlst Dent on triumphing 

^l^^Hed hirr^ ° nly PUt hlm ° n his artistic mettIe ' 

^tf&n and f a little fr( >m the door. Then he 

^ * came J£ J? tween hut and shaft; and pre- 

& e * C t^ e11 tri nostrils the most savoury and 

-*g S?metriin2 they had yet encountered on the 

; 5 *P» &^ was *g was hissing on the fire; at the 

K & S '<*$ oiy * slept W? anng somethi ng else. On his bed 

) e *ti li Al roof ^ Sleep of ex haustion; and down 

# P^Vd winrfi ^ hut> ° n the black hier0 S l YP h 

tf* e . ^ ~ sh ' and ° n the white tents further 

100 ^ a And T^ ne a m00n of surpassing purity and 

tfc e ^ ^J th niS thought of a Christmas hymn, 

o^ r ' Q i ** er Christmas himself, as he peered in 

iet* e & th ^. elderly evil-doer with the once-dyed 

r& tc ^iflg hls rniraculous and momentous meal. 

V^xp&S ^ tbe sequel will very soon show, at the 

y& eti ^deed little less than a miracle, and nothing 

***u e rty, who was roused from a castaway's 

> D f ° plenty to find * e ^ true, The remains of 
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the mutton had been Jf£££g ! 
into a spiced ragout «^?^ s , ^ 
apologised for the P° ta ; iix ers I 
to fry; but the othe *l eir a-JPl? 
could be fried, and ** cai»e 

But the greatest s "f C eVC »l^-«< i 
a master hand b ad it 1*3 

the dried-up cb eeS< 7" t ix« ^^ 
liquid gold— a joy JeJ*«<* ^^ 
to the diggers' I**** _ € 

cacy and treat. „ s sti«3- ^ 

"And to tbir»* c »^ wre5 "^re ** 
terial by us; ***** *3»» * *"** ^, 
time these two **» -c,*^*! fca .ri 

«And much ^ u^ s 
echoed Doherty, ^zaj.- „» 

ters, not the «*»*£* J^ S ~fi. a 

"His nam e x * of ^, p ty 

heart sank in *£ ****L * ste^ 
join the old * c ^2n e d f?f rejoin^ 

to be called » t ir*i^ s *^j I f e /> 
reminds me of ^a »»*" sir <« 
but I wouldn't, f% r 'ern, «$ j f 
like to make *P * f a J<± ty 
chance. I'm <>«* in ITcveai^ I 
me back to C*P*f rJi be 7<^ 
not a partner, ^^ U >H give 0}^ * 
good one, sir, 1 *J ca J*r." , * 

Uke_I ain't p*g r<? £ue %,* 

And the f'^d *»«^ 
humility; but l* e " * 
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„m pay you well if I tie you ■*»«, D 
he sipped h« tea. Yet even the tea seemed a better 
1 Sa they had managed to achieve f or themselves 

..fdon't want you to make up your minds to-night »' 
iU med the steward, reducing the humility a degr * ; 
n don't care about hotel work. I certam/y should n't 
art w ork at any of these here shanties on Christmas 
^. They have approached me, you understand, 

roueh Lieutenant Rackham, who has been kind 
nough to s»y a good word for my capabilities. .But 
hat's not the kind of place I'd like so Wen M 

it me camp outside to-night, and cook your Christmas 

• to-morrow, while you think it over." 
dlDl But Denis said he would prefer to think it over at 
and lit his pipe, and went out to do so then and 
°u I with a troubled face which Jewson could under 

d and Doherty could not. 
SUn «He never liked me," said the steward with a sigh 
"And it * as m y fault »" he added self-reproachfully. 

«But if y° u see ihat y° u court soon make him like 

yOU ' (< jf he gave me the chance, perhaps." 

«He shall!" 

Oenis was leaning m the moonlight against the wind 
lass staging- There he listened to the lad's strenuous 
and enthusiastic plea. 

« We've never had a mate like that since we've been 
on Ballarat," urged Jimmy; "and all done in half-an- 
hour out of own odds and ends! Why, mister, that 
steward of yours would make a man of me and a new 
man of you in less than no time. And he doesn't even 
ask to be a partner; he's the very man we want, dropped 
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^*f nwo^SSii* 1 ^* 1 * And the man could be 
s<*^<Uer*»» Ul<i be watched. 

*< *? *tay SS my - He shall have his trial-to- 
*"*»>CL^ *m as £r ^onw- and as many days 
.*!» *&*-0%£. K ,r SUllS Us **<* we him. But never 

r& +&Z ** «££ ?L£? we ^ Md nCTer you 



we Taaso 

CHAPTER XX. 

TH « JEWELLER'S shop. 

4 Doherty became the heroes of one of 

Dent ^i^y & m ™ hlch the times were rich. For eight 

those iairy^ ^ays, after laying the gutter bare from wall 

consecutive? ^.G shaft, and slabbing the latter down to the 

to wall of *^V»«y washed their twenty tubs a day and 

last inch, '*V*» er better th *n four ounces to the tub. The 



wall of ^W^ washed their twenty tubs a day and 
ia *t inch, %/£* er better thai * four ounces to the tub. The 
averaged r*^ ^ity once fell below 300/. at current rates; 
daily yield && once it impinged upon 400/. Altogether 
bu t more t** <ys reahsed upwards of 50 lb., which was 
the eight &^& amount handed over to the Commissioner, 
the aggreg^^^d it to Geelong by Gold Escort, which de- 

^Yvo forward # firm of gold-buyers whom the Cormms- 

livered it t^ recommend, and who presently remitted 

sioner coul^ in har d cash. 

some 24 00 ^ nderful days were also the most comfortable 

these ^^ers had y et spent upon the diggings. They 

that *e V*\ looked * fter f °r the first time. They had 

were ¥ top ?\neals a day, to say nothing of coffee and a 

three good * 



biscuit before they ^^^^j 

and afternoon te* J*^ 
gruous luxury ^V^^t^C** to 
mind. r>enis said j *\ * hot 
ing so hard. Do 4^J! XvT^^^e 
The pair were &ei>*> ^ s ^ ^< 
hand, and it did § ^J^/ GcI J 
They were the b et J^ ** o*i eci a 
by night and ^ ^^^ b f 
every waking ho^ ^ ^ G ^ *>- 
Jewson was ev ** ™ G 

have said it w* **W i,f rase i/ 
upon a scale of ^ M] wortll ^^ , 
partner, whose e^> which mad 
eigns a day, an<j <*ings might a 
week. As prices could not fal 
and Denis was t ^ent, the barga 
better food; the $/^ first to appj 
the suddenly su<0^ wa rd's prowess 
in it by hook ^ ss ful concern, 
agreed. And y^ ^ crook; on th 
ing the man in £ Denis was as i 
had abated not *Hs heart, though 

Jewson wor^ little. 
had only been. ^ shade over the 
trust was not ^^posed. by moonli 
cause it never n ^ as to make n " 
of his cousin's . Ccurr ed to rxiria to < 
of another preS ei2Cei and t* 1 "** 
counted all aloil G i ^ ™** ich ^ a 
ls simple even • ^ sx ml >l ? nature 



^^ 



were engendered 1 



78 DENIS DENT. 

>ractice of shopping at night only, and usually being 
lours about it Denis sometimes had a mind to follow 
lim, but it was not in his nature to play the spy, and 
;o the real spy went free. 

The lucky pair took their luck very coolly, one be- 
muse he did not understand the value of money, the 
rther because he understood it too well to estimate a 
;housand pounds at a penny more than a tithe of the 
Len thousand on which he had set his heart. In money 
matters, however, the point of view is everything, and in 
none is it more mercurial. A day or two served to 
inure the partners to the idea of dividing a couple of 
:housand a week, and Denis began almost to resent the 
fact that at this rate it would take ten whole weeks for 
aim to reach his minimum; he was also annoyed that in 
all the gold they had got there was not as yet a single 
lugget. 

"I promised to send the first one home to England," 
tie said openly in the hut. "I would give a hundred 
Dounds to have one worth fifty to send by the mail to- 
norrow night!" 

Jewson was crouching over his camp-oven at the 
ime; his back straightened, and for some moments he 
sat in an arrested attitude, his head thrown up in un- 
lisguised attention; but this was not noticed, and his 
ace could not be seen. 

That night the steward was so long upon his rounds 
hat Denis did not sit up for him, but decided on a 
vord of remonstrance in the morning. Yet when mowi- 
ng came the coffee was so hot and aromatic, the bis- 
cuit so crisp, the fresh air so cool and so invigorating, 
hat he found it difficult to complain just then. And 



THE JEWELS 



*,„tir of the new 

**»&£ ** d j£?one buc t 
TO lxerty £*J De xt, when a 

*° * « A mX&J^o *** the 

! nearly c f* ver y small A„ gg 
It ^ « v ^ but 

siz e of a **^/ decked ths 
told, ^d Panas fcis knife 

fyitn the Pr'^en ««bbed 
of earth, ana br £ght a s ^ 
until it was as 

^e gold-dust diJP ^ Gr 

was done before ^^« 

nugget on the f front 

"Half should J» e J'ours t 
you w 0n » t ro i n d » * J*edit y , 
Don't be a fool' °" course 
ah f* »iiy last promise-to « 
^0 It's been such a loa g %, 
"Funny it's coming j ust ^ 
ma il» remarked Doherty itl 
™ ward spoke up from ^ 1 
±u* fire. 



the ft"®* 

«I only wonder it's ^ 

tfe my word it ain't ^ * 

shops/ YbuVe opened V> 



I>ENIS DENT. 






$*>^*^ 2& the men you're bringing back to the Gully; 

* >^>3 be a rush if it wasn't for the depth they've got 

XJC^^^ -i£, and that yo\i had all done for you. I shan't 

tfy& +1^ -tinned till I see you put your pick into a bit like 

^a ^ &&* 0o\i out of Canadian Gully twelve months ago." 

\>e ^ ^j-rftivbg could have been more consistent and withal 

t** e ^J~ zjicious than the discreetly sympathetic encourage- 

&* f the steward; he also knew something about 

t eS ^yfc j n ing> and his unobtrusive suggestions were often 

«*i^*i ^*** penis was indeed more and more unable to 

g°* ^,1**. ' the useful landsman with the ship's steward 

°^ a t> c ' A broached tne ship's spirits and misbehaved 

re P **^- other ways; but after all, a man might pull 

^. s etf J getb 6 ^ and having suffered from a bad master, 

^—cel*" t( ?f desire to make the most of a eood one. So 



lit 



^e 



jf d esire to make tne naost of a good one. So 

-grii, - irnp osed u P on while still as much on guard 

p en is *** a si*< ion as these engrossing days allowed. 

against irt% F^ eig 1 * days of harvest were almost at an 

And tr X ety corning there was a subtle change in 

end; that r%ce °[ a buc ketful that Doherty sent up, 

the appe& r ^ s&xrrf 1 ™ 1 ** 1 washe <i an almost wholly unpro- 

and Denis f£e then went d <>wn the shaft, and found 

Stable tut?- ^a that they had stru <* the bottom of the 

as h * exp eC *>X e ° n the hard P alae ozoic floor. The dif- 

mtter, *£ **%,&& mo r e m arked than that between the 

fere ^c e *^5 ^Lto^ aunferous drift, here only four or five 

i^^avlrta JLerc we r re stili some tubs to take before 

tt? ^4 *? *** ^ ^ Cleared to the bed-rock. 

Co ^^ ^ 5" ask • Dohert y with a blank face. 



«>»** 
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H ^ ut h °w do you know whicj 

D °wn the gully ; nothing si 

We can try all round with trov 

enough to take your arm, like 

where it's richest we shall tun 

months, and if this is the gutter 

shall be well enough ofx" by that 

and talk things over." 

They were for once; down the ■ 
they stood discussing the situation 
head appeared like that of a pin a g. 
of sky high above. 

"There's a Chinaman sel/;^ 
down. "Would you like some?" 6 

"Very much," answered De^ 
steward?" 'V; 

"Draught." . .„ 

"Then take **"« ,, P *££ri> 
jar. If s an occasion/' con^ c 

"The fat of the «"»«*£. b *\ J £ ' 
of the gutter before "£?"' X%J* 
even if ^ were that Irttle *<, J> ^fy 

solation to me." . , . **t . % 

When they regained th e %,? 

half-an-hour before **/ ""<\W <* 
it in finishing a *°™S lett * r %* Z «, 
it in a sm all tin box une^Q ^l\ 
tied up in brown paper but V, J^> f 

of wax; and the parcel r % % h y *K\ \ 
naked nugget had done* XX f *> 
It was now the middle Vqf %\ W 
weather that Etenis had e^ Of S& A 1^\l 



\ IM — , *" ,,«^«*^ 



\ 



paim&m oC tea ** 5 th ere6 *t { bis ^ ^aveVs- 

W The h*^ ^ J-*^ eve o^ wbi le 

treat; each man ©a toast ed °» o{ &ce **«*»* of 

little packagers W* ^ tb e P<* ^ a t*£ ^ e b ed 

Denis intended ^|^ e siesta ^ AP* e °£ e <**** 

the other Mo f^ta^^'df** *lLSi I**** 
the digger's ***£%, ^ &nd *g£V da yJ 

was all he ^* %*ea ** ** Ve *f ^ also of 
W ere already asleep open- otv e *a 

vigorously to **P » fcun- . e b ad 

wire -beginning to A \^taan ^ ^ •flgjjj very 
an unbearable *» d «* open ^J baV e j***^ bad 
Denis was the fits lt could * ^g V ,* 

dropped from *» *f?» *e «*W*» ^ g>d** 
long, yet the bowl , ^ ^ *J do0 , 

touched that day- s ^ ce *e f U et »«f leaS t to d° 
fire to himself; **£«««* ° n Sme eno«g* *Lg I*f7 
in slix^her, the *£ laf T«*e ^ ^ fl , 
it couLl<i not be v *= >* doing T _ e «nddie bad lert 

**«t he had &*°%S* * a * e table tA^JJ, off *» 
a«d with a bound J> £e ta ^ blafl k ^ ^ 

T^e pac^t W f S tb-ere? »!T it there- J^ ***- 

Hadlie 1^ * pe of finding & he W * sff«P toff 

in the wild bop eye on * as ^ £ 

bered keeping * instant % e little ^^ xn 

Ife^ a sot. ^„searcnfor ^gbj 1 t*o 

is^gan to «— " • 



It 
bed 

£* **- 

fitUs 




THE JEWELLER'S SHOP. 

mouth was dry and his head heavy, 
altered. Outside the shadows had ruq v 
the watch it was almost five o'clock, ^ .* 4& 
sleep instead or one I And his paQL ^ ^/°* * 
time for posting it. *** ^onT* 

He searched further before fin*]] m 

panions; and there were signs that jl to using hi 
been carefully ransacked, but none a e ^ho/e pj a 
else had disappeared. Denis was e ^ et that a 
he had got rid of the gold-dust an^l ly thank 
was still to come ; after all, the val Ue * at ^ash I 
chiefly sentimental; and there was son* *^ nUg 
in the thought that the thief could no^ c omp 
worse time for himself or a better one f*^ ^^ve 



»c ume ior nimseii or a oecrer one fo "^^v 
"Robbed l" echoed Doherty, sitting** *xi* vl 



e 



.. itting „ His 
last. His eyes had lost all their bright^ ^ < 
soon nursing his head between his harxd^^» %>* 
was quicker to grasp what had happened — I— __<*v£ c 
Denis himself. 

"That yellow devil of a Chinarna.nA»» -^e 
and sat smacking his lips with a wiry ^a^e- ^ 
I thought sol I've known the taste too ^^^£ x \ * 
111 know him when I see him ^ ain, _^^v_ S><* 
up to the nearest tree hy his own P x ^-- ^t -*P* . 
eh? I wonder who else he offeree* ^ ^^ 

comes of striking it rich and ^tUO&^ <^^c^ ^ 
you have struck it I No, 1 know V**^*. Y^ 
less you've got a private nver to w d ^^^£ 

that's what's done it, as sure as /^^^ "*^c<e * 

"But you are not standing tne^ ^m^^*r±*^ 
the servant made for the door, 
in such a hurry ?" 



Tola, ray *^5o^^^^L-7? 

a ™Vh an oath. A ra m rU s ov^ vj -hud* 'with 

.ngget on ton , and to p,^ ^ 

Wow throat*" ft lo okbg at ^ a ^ 

he partners were le» **cft other with. 

different expressions. jerl^j 

ie'll do it, too/' «^°S &U£? to head t0 - 
the door. "Trust the o ^ vi. 

suppose one must trust him, ^marked Denis in 

ious tone. ,_ f i ^ 7 , 

Trust him? Of course you must. Why QOtf mister? 
: he looked after us well enough so f ar ? Hasn't 
ide all the difference in the world to us, and 
t you admitted it every day:' I don't care what 
s at sea; let's take him as we nnd him ashore, 
ien we sha'n't get wrong. You don't seriously 
the steward's had anything to do with this, do 

fot seriously," replied Denis; nor, on reflection, 

- the smallest ground for any such suspicion. 

ecause," pursued Doherty, triumphantly, "if he 

; to put up a robbery, it's a funny thing he should 

J ti7 there was hardly anything to rob— isn't it?" 

*f course." 

n d yoxx've lost nothing except the nugget have 

**ci trie parcel it was in, and my letter!" 
^4aps lie's a chap like me, wot can't read," the 
tested by way of consolation. "But are you sure 
^* j^o*j.'ve missed?" 
**^:s ioolcing very hard at Denis. 
^ials: so, Jimmy. Why?" 



_ , WR'S shop. 
THE jetTEX***- 

-hirt-button I'll tell you.»- 
«If you undo another * enis to do that. His fi. 
There was no need foT - stan t. And the lanyj* 
were down his neck in an encir cled it day and 

his beloved's hair, which H» gone ^ the httl^ 
for the last three months, ^^ farewe ll on boa,- 
that Nan had given him at 
3^««^«- knew no bounds; the * ^ 

Hi. rage and ^^^rbagatelle < ^^^. 
a far larger nugget had been ingrained in D^^^ ^ 

Jnfe A certain superstition ^* d inhe nted fr ^^^>>^ 
^ one of the few things be » bis vei ns; a^^ WX- 
3? races whose blood <?* S *f s uu: had fallen f^V >* ^ 

moment it was as though b£ of that wgUAv ^ 
zenith. Apart from the ! J^f— *« *J"5£*>> ^V^ 
dearer than aught but Nan b«r ^l^^N. ^ 

was the utter ill-omen of «£* * d another mate ^ \ . 
»w. hoth. bidding Doherty_ «? d of their t^^ V^l 





v****' 



unmanning tear, and was ^ ^ Ikft* «*t ^ rfhi 
own despair; but lie ^° m h imself. ^ summon the 

police, neitheT would k e & acre d k^. 

"It is too intimate — *?* ? «^.f ha *>.'" he whis- 

pered in a fresh access of ™^' **% furnishing a 

description of that, and 1*^. *^ P«W&& it broad- 
cast! No, no: better lose it altogemer; and may the 
thief never dream what it was he took I « 

"Then where are you going?" asked Doherty-, follow- 
ing Denis as he strode out of the hut. 

"Down the shaft, to start the tunnelling, and to try 
just one tub before six, to see if the luck has changed 
or not." 

While he was down, Doherty, waiting at the wind- 
lass, received a visit from the friendly neighbour who 
h *d kept an eye on their cradle at the creek. He said 
that one of his mates was minding it still, but as no 
° ne had been near it all the afternoon, and nothing 
seeme d doing on the claim, he had just come to see if 
anything was amiss. The man was a genial, broad- 
c j)° u7d ereci , black-bearded digger of a rough but ex- 
d eQt typ>G 9 and on reflection Doherty told him of the 
of S&etf fc><-exr and the resultant loss of the nugget, but 
terest' 11 ** 12 ^ else - Tne digger seemed considerably i n - 
leiit e< *> aslced several questions, and good-naturedly 
* haz*.<3* to raise Denis from the depths. 
P 
I coq ^ e Just "been hearing of your loss," said he "and 

/uc ^f^ u,ate you! It>s not many lucky dl £g e rs 'whose 
^a-cr-fcs tJhe light-fingered gentry and who only lo 



THE JEWELLER'S SHOP. 

a four-ounce nugget after a.111 So that cook of . 
lias gone to look for the Chinaman?" 

"Yes." 

"I hope he'll find him," said the burly digger 
went off with a dry smile and a good-humoured n* 

But it was no Chinaman whom Jewson had g<^ 
seek; it was a gentlemanly digger of peculiarly ^ 
appearance, with military whiskers which had ^^ 
been allowed to meet upon the chin; and he wa^ 



waiting at the place where the special coach \yj 3 
English mail was due to start for Melbourne at six ^4 

"At !«»*«■»» __-j i- _ -r— **** im/rracious lin-^^ 

"What hi 
altogether, 



"At last!" sa id he in an ungracious u u <j 
What happened to you, Jewson? I had given ^ 



"I thought he'd never wake up," whispereq 

as they drew ^de, « an d I dursn't run the n^V 

finding me gone, as well as— as well as this, **X 

"What the devil are you talking about, Je n * ^ 

what's that?" *\ X 

t II was a small brown-paper pared which th \ ^ 

had produced. ^ 

to be so kind 



J "Something you're going to be so kind . 
and register in Melbourne, sir. In Ms/bow^ ^ v. 
not * London, Captain Devenish!" * \^ 

,„. " B "t it's addressed — why, damme, it's $ rt V 

M,ss ^erridew."' \ VX\ 

"I know that, sir." % V* 

Who addressed it?" ^ ^ 

. "T&e clever bloke who thinks 4 e ' s ff .. fc 

Iff* answered Jewson, through ^ fV ^ 

"^erhe may be," he added, «, *» «H$ 
but *e ain . t so clever that he's goj** Su* V ^ 



^>l 



V 



sM I»«» DKKT. 



l8 ° a confident 

Bevenish too, ^.^Jt^ "WS 
face raised so slyly to rus J? debased, «^ 

with™ him, for it was still not ^ ness t0 him- 
compact with this r#an^a hea ^ ^ ^ 

do you mean by asking «*» V waS du e less 
he demanded angrily, ^ ^VTubtlety which he felt 
request than to the under lying 
had far better not seek to PJ^ tain Deveni*- 

"I'm not going to tell you; ^P 

said you'd leave it to me, » • tQ her? » d 

"But it is sometlung from* ^ oWQ tale, 

" That I promise you; but * hotoe sa fc 

you'll hear it soon enough, once y fivebors es 

sound." . his place, «* "w little 

"*£**? really °«f " r h y 0U ng lady" 
;;Xt. s on i y due to her.^oo y^ 

I*ut to me? AS l d sir » said J eW& v ' - m that 

ius '' Xt '« *> ^Sev- anything did you Y* 
« ^^afty eyes, "than eye j 



. I 



,*t^ 



o* 



^eath:^ 



<<*> 




l9 ° the black Jf^** 

.v w^A\v fellow "« ritb . vjnd. ^^ <*> ntfose offices 

t ins." «-»s."u£. *• r^^t.Tf f 

W as mote populous now ^ ^ * ^ fc^*. 

Their success fcad * aa Some had t^* <* of attracting 

numbers to the guUy- Arvned the yea.** ^ Possession <tf 

holes prematurely abandon before, and were 

working them out in feve .* e m kin & .* ger P* 2 *"* W1& 
plant and capital were rapidly sinking ^ § ^ 

on the very edge of the successful olaim ^^ be 
down on top of you before you know where you are/' 
said one of the new-comers when tney heard the direc- 
tion in which Denis was driving. Thereupon he re- 
doubled his efforts to such purpose that Doherty couJd 
not keep pace with the output, and a stack of untried 
wash-dirt grew up beside the shaft. In spite of this 
the average yield in washen gold was many ounces a 
d *y. And daily Denis took it, his revolver in his pocket, 
to the Commissioner for transmission to Geelong, where 
thG accredited gold-buyer had turned out so well that 
* he partners no longer received his payments in cash, 

/ ) . ut £ad several thousands standing to their credit in 

hls books. 

tensor* was much subdued. There was something 
" ncai >Qy in tlie way this fortune was growing under his 

un<T *** S -P ite of nim - But he ha( * his own masons for 
_ ^^"aisliecl confidence in the end which an undying 
]jj s # e a.Tx<3. innate cupidity alike demanded; mean while 
coijJ 1 0|Jest emoluments were not to be despised, and he 
one ^^cZ tc> earn them by the consistent exercise of his 
his ^%mplishmeiit. His cooking was as good as ever 
n^e e ^viour even better, since the nocturnal excursions 
* tiiixig of the past. This circumstance was too 



THE COURIER OF DEATH, 

much of a coincidence to decrease Denis's suspici 
on the other hand, nothing occurred to increase tvT^ 
and Denis was not sorry for that. The man Va ^ 1 
valuable. So much labour underground must have -*^ 
deadly in its effects without regular supplies of p^f^ 
food properly coofced. And there the steward w^^ 
failed. But Denis had his eye on him, and was^^ 
enough never to betray whatever suspicion he had ^^ > 
tained with regard to Jewson's complicity in the thT^^ 
the nugget and the ring. ^^ 

Jewson naturally thought that matter had >^ 
over; but one morning, as he was happily occupi^^^ 
the duties which he really relished for their o^^\ A 
the door darkened as a pair of broad shoulders j ^ 
between the pos ts; and the steward found him$<^>. ^ 
fronted by a blue-black beard which contr^\ W^v 
vidiousJy with the unwilling whiteness of his o^ ^ ^ 

"Well," said a voice of grim good-humo^ v ^ 
you f 0Und him yet?" ,. . +L * N^ 

."What are you talking about?" replied tfc* M 

testily. u WhQ are and what do you wa ni ,\ \ 

+K "Never you mind who I am," said the fc* ^ * > 

tne door. "You've seen me afore, and I ve ^ * \^ i 
of y«* than you might think. What I want *% ^ X V 
Whether you ever found the Chinaman you ,,* \^\ 
tor * month azo: and that's what I be talkin> %. K Tv * v 

J *e steward stood at the tabie with his u *V v 

-s^e c r r rins rapid,y wii]e * V \V ■ 

beer?* me *" **■ ^^^ *« ^ % 



192 ko sold you the beer ** 

« lm eantheChinarnanwhoSO ^ ^ 

got doctored." . ho id of him, a bis 

" N °- 1 neVC J xT poSd improvement upo 

steward, ignoring the p° do orway- 

phrase. . . - w miner in _. ier ied in 

"Well, I have," sai d th eW ^ other quen 

"You've laid bold oi n Xo &e& as 

-SrggeSded a Ij^jg 5^ S*5 

the only folks who bad ^ ^ m y mat 

the <a ay he come along ft*. that ^e ever 

«>m e> Ld it did us so U*e ^^ for h^ q , 

want ed some more So^ ^ * e 0* ^ y0U 

s ' nc e, and yesterday I toun G And way bJg 

** biggin's, away P» t Sailor_ » ^ ^ed 

?PoShe'd never gS^^uScr ftoC «** 
Wac ^ man without shifting ^^ 

POSt - a the steward suiW- 

. ««I don't know," said the r to 

sAoiil^ i ? » , Because you told b" 

- H OW should you? Becaus y 

COiX \T ™» m T ! ''' hissed jewson, with a tjjV 
Jie's a liar,' h J s , sea J „ av he ever ca©e * l 
V -V,d why should you say^h ^ ^ „* 
Some other he, i su PP ^ ^ 

ie-sin's to find ni™> . !L- K^pr next day. 



r 1 ****^. .^aid tola x"»" r\- - ' 

^s, ti^«y may be all hes, 



THE COURIER OF IDEAT^ 

fully, "but then again they may not * 
mate, especially on the diggin's. fy *\ 
things done by coves X wouldn't have *, ^ * 
by the cut of your jib I should say y 4^ k 
a good Jot. JBoss down driving, I s^ ** ^f 

"Like to go down and tell him a^°se/ 
you down?" asked Jewson, with a v *W 
his iittle eyes. e/ to/&r 

The digger laughed heartily in l • 

"No, thank, you not without a l face 

to keep you from meddling with t h d 
wait, my friend, and I can come atf^ 
not so far away, and PJI be back a t di**' 
before. Of course, they may be Ji es **** 
Chinaman's a Chinaman, and that's wh ^ : 
now to have a quiet word with you firs^h 
colour o' your gills, old cock, I don't yj* 
lies. So now you know what's before ^ 
boss comes up. He may believe you. a^ 
the devil, but he's got to hear my yaartx 
himself. So there it is. I like to give a. -, 
ing, and that you've got." 

The hut doorway was no ^^^^^V 
framed once more a vivid panel ox ^ gLC ^ 
blinding sky with a windlass and a. ^y<3- «■ 
the foreground. But the hut itself *x 
whose ruin stared him. in the face. .. ^^-jcr 9 - 

One thing would lead to ^f^^z^r***- 
for the crime he readily deduced x ^-^vg. 
Jewson saw his elahorate P^, 1 * ^t ^ 
house of cards, and involving hit* ^^%z~ & 

Devenish had not been a montn- 

De-nis £>ettt» 



DE ms pent- 
I( H . vhe truth would J 

would never taxe y ng va<u ^ a "■ 

paid. That hold upon a y ^ to Jew theft 

• Li of position would not ^/contrary, ^^ go to 
long asset after all. On » aI1 d ^e » England 

might be brougbt ^ome W „f back He 

the hulks off vraVuoDSW^ bis dechn^gj be s a 

with an assured «***£ » t hun ^ j 

did not believe *»«£ rest would ft^ inforBO er re 
far-seeing rogae-^ de pths and 

Denis came up fr°» , successful »g 

turned to keep b» T* d on w course; a sue lUeS ot 

Fli ght seemed *e°nly st unpleasant ^ ugb the 

would It least * ve *j£ thought* *£* the id**; 
the case But d^« " ■ stealthily to aU dibie 

sound W ere never to c c tain Dew aC 

,*nw £h of -^ g bucket jyj - 

Atofce«a at the i^* on e man at least shook h , s 

OfliT "to remember that bands- e ws ^ reall y 

>ev«i that villainy at ^ all that. « ^ 

^eacJ . He was not .so ^ bad se do» P ^ sba ft 

°*/^ a potential <**£?* H e might mi* ffaS no 

»%hin «ach of the law- ^ eneroy , but 

>Jd f^ll ^ .^tis heart. 

Vderei even i» » lS ne 



THE COURIER OF I>EATTr. 

Suddenly lie gave a start, and thoq 
stepping softly to the far side of the ^ ^- 
suddenly upon a huge snake, curled ^ ^ J** 
the hard hot ground. It was not y£ ^^ f 
that made Jewsort shiver/ that was k $ 7 -^ 
common or untoward ; the chilling £fy* Par/ 
that had flown into tlie breast whic^ £ ^s 
of a murderer before. Now it wa$. » a< * ° 
mean monster did not realise that «, Ut e 
him was the temptation of Cain; ^^ , ei * 
villain as he was, with eyes shut to ^ e 

The dangling bucket was gently lift^ 
was nimbly clapped upon the sleeping s^ 
in position with one foot; striding with th^^ 
reach of the heap of washdirt, the stew a ^ 
with this, and then reversing the buo\ 
courage and dexterity, had the snake b\** 
in an instant, and the bucket back * 
another. A quick: swing over the side o 
down went the bucket of its own weigh*- 
already hanging over its edge. &**t -* 
inch of the rope run red-hot through **^ 
the noise of the windlass; and yet w^ A 
bottom, gently, very gently, ^ m T!^L <5 
still to be heard in the bowels of tn- 



Jewson held the bucket, as n< 



ear 



within a few inches of the bottom ^_ 
lightened he went to the ^ndie ^_^ 

turned it slowly, so slowly that * ^^^ 
creak, but also so slowly that *^^* 
operation. When it was up be 



19 ^«ok and craned 1» 

xepW the bucket on * *£^ an d to pee^ e ^ 
ov« the lip of the *»££ from the We J gUm tnered 
A very faint hgb.t c fV the drive; * )u ~ poS tf.e ttie 
Dent ii «* *£ S *» d °° ^ved aS* notbxng 
upon the ftoor of ****£ nothing m° ved ' 
drive ; but in the &*«** Uand to exther 

shone. , .Ahiseyesand^ ta ^ bere was no 

The steward ctosedhxs^ ^ ^n di<J the 

ear. The chip-chippog * ot nil tn 

soured at all. And then, ^flable ***£ 

criminal realise hxs cnme. an un conttf* sUO was 

He drew himself up of bl m. m t&e 

and looked ^^^ens. ^J% *>**"*£ 
high in the deep blue n So «« * ^ tf*. » 

gnUy shimmered ^ f ^ der ground, or at 
next claim; all -ere ^ deed . Ws ** 



baief ul deW broke ^ ^ 
onc e grew large wvtn 
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CHAPTER XXZx % 
ATRA CXJRA. 

There are few more attractive £ 
than one that slia.II be nameless iq t fr es 
that it Jends trie beauty of mellow hricl 
to a hilltop already -picturesquely woo , 
miJes from the Marble Arch, yet in t 
heart, on a main road where the inquis 
cover it for themselves. They will ha^ 
true, between several old houses of rosy 
overrun with trie rose itself, and all st 
near the road.. The house in quests 
has no other fault. It is the house w 
porch, the wide bay on either side, tt* 
hind; at the back: also are a noble lavvx^ 
and a singular avenue, so narrow ^^ 
overhead as one. Otlier features ^ 
enclosed in the ripest of all the o 
model farm. ,. , , ^- 

To this pleasant English hotft^ ^ 
his daughter returned in the roontriu 
wearisome hut uneventful voyage a- 
the St. George's Hotel as a correct 
physician had prescribed a moa»» 
had all the new clothes she nee 
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9 of a certain 

topic of conversahon, forced ^up So one 01 

that it was anguish to *« * g dshir e, and on a £ear 

carriages came up bow ^ Herttor ^ drove no 

but chilly afternoon father Me rride W 

together. ho mecorning. J^^her child 

It was not a hearty norn only otner 

had been many years a w£ow£ ^ house ^k 

had died in infancy. Bttt jj? ^d weeping tw« ' e 
warr« and k indiy, the ^f w ^ att unchanged «^ 
their smiles; the fireht ioojm * . an d ^ 

in tlx eir new P^«e of Perte « J^ MlS s Me* 
home i t was grasped fror* the * ^^ of *e A 
~ulci not b ear to *^ ■££,. re scue by °* e ° t she 
******nd and her ^/^I^ion to e*P^ ft T e a n- 
°ffic ers . Thus she had *° ^^dew * ft ** 
was engaged to him; and Mr. 

^cernent to Nan ^ J***^ 

It is n one the less sate x whicb the P 

iSS** n r er° f en^ge-nl ^ ^i* »* 

* *ss tin 6 ; ss-i-sss u -r: 
^^^ d ^^^ - DeDisnever a 
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word. Sometimes the dLisappointment 
ill; always it left her tossing betw 
Chary bdis of" terrible alternatives. 
different, or else lie was dead. Am 
him indifferent, there were things unfi 
her almost wish. Iiim dead; but w^ 
death came over* her in its turn, y 
for his love tha.ri for his life. 

So the days passed, and the $ e 
from the piquant face, leaving it p%j 
had not lost her spirit; she was on e 
to fret, but to do neither more op 
help. She kept lierself up by ex< 
It was hard, bright weather, a little 
that promise of spring inseparable 
and the lighter sky. There were e 
tips to them, and the chestnut brae 
cones. But Nan thought of the spi 
had met with no adventures an 
engaged; her obsession followed h< 
places; and in her daily ride al« 
roads, the black: imp kept its percl 
Mr. Merridew was not the ma 
hold his peace, for he had small t 
were engaged; but he was so litt* 
easy to deceive him ; and his first 
on the subject was really started 
partner, Ralph's father, had been 
Dents with the nnhridled bitternes 
feud. . -j 

"To think: of the son of thax 
our line, under his own accurse 
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denis x>Ei>rr. 



.Irot 



fellow **^5 ^ 5 f h > t 






&oV 



Yovx. jrtf^f^ 



mon; and I had no idea the 

I know how we lost oux ship. -^ *-- - ? , 

head, Merridew; wasn't she lost in his Mr & tc^ Qse y°*Lte- 
know the breed as I know it; and I ^"-P^d P e , jfis 
grateful to the fellow. By the Lord, 7 ^^2gi*g S ' % «A 

ful to him, too for stopping- at tlr* £^id& orx > 

father would have taken advantage of tn ^ ^Jcfl^ *^ 

married himself into the family before f 

you were!" i^^ de te 

It was no mere lack of moral cour&g e ^^"~ otur^ty 
John Merridew from the admission which jQ^f^^* ^ 
to his lips. He no longer regarded as inent^^ '^S^t 
marriage to which he had consented in his ^ ^^^w .^ 
after the wreck, and to mention it to Ralph $ 4^^J^£^ 
when Ralph himself had evidently not done so ^^T 
letters, seemed an altogether needless indiscretio*^^ 
was. however, a peculiarly conscientious man, *%?****{ , 
have much preferred to have stated the £*<*> %<* *° V^ 
done so, he had a curious desire to alter t* 1 ^* 1 ' 5 ' **S\ ' 
his silence; and so struck his first blow ** ** ' 

heavily than he intended, that very night. 

"No," said Nan in answer to his questirt* //\ v 
have not heard from him yet.- ^UJl, "JVfj 

"Not a word?" 

"Not yet, papa. Surely you kn eH o 
certain I shall not keep it to myself ^i f V ou may be 

There was a double reproach, of e ^ * d° hear -" 
felt his share, in the sudden bittern* ^ich h€r . f *ther 




*7rl spoke. But John Merridew hart with wh,ch the 

? e lf that he had a parental duty tn *°r conv ^ c ' 
^" s the only kindness, and - tope 5. fb 5 m ' that ^^Y 



now convinced hirn- 



jixs 



titrable to that end 



some little exaggeration 



^ o— ^^— 



"It is most extra ° f Sary," 1 ^ & ^&\" v»ot\y- 

heard of a more extn *,<, ^W tlg^g **^£ s doing d 

«I don't see that at T\, rep 11 ^ !»« *« for 1«="« 
know what be -£■% ^„a X **»^£ *-^^Uvin S 
all his might- What ^ Jj^ ^* £,*****»*** 
digging all day-^d t ^ P , ~ P™^-« 

hUt? : But tn^s w- I, so ^^---SSSSS - -J ^ 

Merridew. -»- ** %££» *— ~ ^ -~«*^S^ 

to do all that . ^ c I " fWir*<* . *^ ^^ 

tears in her eyes. «. ?or W^ ^ &cy & ^ ^ v* 

He would not rnarry V>h, ^ ^ ^^f V^** 6 ^ 

on, something of ^ X *°!£ E - ****~ ^*5^^ -T ^ 

people were making f o^ra, .^ ^ ^^ s ^ c > * 

feel you ought t0 W"*"^ l»i*** ^r» ** fL ** r,IJ ?V 5 
done.^But ft shoul^peo^ ^^U^*^\££& V 
doit and you wer e *^ fc rt « t<=> T^ *■**■ r *s ** otyef ' A 
-I? cried Mr. 1^*5^ <**£ t **^ #** 3\ 

my dear child, what^f/^^lff^ i£?~ ^tJ^\ 

"You might > v f£U~ ^^^CA 
might have prorms^ e ^ f^**** S^^hf^IVv ^ 

doesn't deserve well ^^ I *.**& &&&K *s«rfV<A 
you know how cl e ** £ e is W? ** Jst** / r^ 
worked to deserve ^ the ***<>* ^^r^^te**' 
unusual thing to d^ „ jsTaxi *XjeV er a ^^ /r 
that she was talking ' -jdly- r*^^^ so***** ^ - v 

thought it a thing^J 1 ^^ S 5f^<? ^JfH 

She had, inde^ trxovt^* r*-^* 1*^ ^ V<M 
all, the notion had 'first ^f^****^^*- \^ 

self; and in all th e circ****\ S **»^*** U\ < v T 

*> ^press the f 4ct an otl*^ ^ V 1 
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"ft lS 

"My dearest Nan/' said lie, g eIV ^tI// 

thing I didl" a 

She looked at liim with blank, unsfi^ 
"What do you mean, papa?" , g f 

"I actually offered him that very "?^^^\& *°" ff e r 

prospect of partnership that a single P^* 1 ^^? p&U se ' 






"When?" asked 
voice had changed. 



Nan after a 



"The first time I saw him after tl& ^^JThe 
He had heard of the diggings >^ 



It 



u& 



^e^-^cfc >ld 



:>» 



too late, 

hear of nothing else. 

"Why did you never tell me before? 

"My dear child, need you ask? I ihoug*^ 
hurt you," said Mr. Merridew; and the tender^ 
sion in his voice was not unmingled with J^^^p _ 
Nan had turned very pale, and her lip q^ zVere< ^<f^\S 



"It does," she said, simply. "No 



why he did not tell me either," she a^-sP" v ^^: 



doub* 



quivering lip curled. In a minute she ^V* 

her father's chair and kissed him with" 1 *' micm J 

a m afraid I have been very rude, be$id& ■ /HQfl ^x 

you so strangely. But — but don't let u c m / c ; J 11 ^ 

body else until we must — or speak of I ^Jufl^ J*&- 

we hear." ^ ' ia urltfr 

But it was harder now to belfe^ 

yet to look back without a passim ^e best, harder 

dfgnation which in their intensity Su a ^ shame and in- 

#irl had yet endured. She came d ^ assed ali ^ at tile 

in the mornings. It was because I* n J^T •** paIer 

fiery red all night— in the ti. t r ee t ?l ^ f 1^ ^ * 

nightmare. She could not W ? I* / 7 Waking 

S f/wwn nflv ~ j kuow how her flings had 

freen foreseen, nay, endured from the first on her be- 




/ 






there the W* looking n*^ ^ ^d Nan ^. ^>c 

b g When toVY OT ™ hiding «- s ^^ V^ 

for him, opeiay »- -n. ever, the ^. X> 

prevail. ^^ noW mo'f >■* d eclared h e „ *^y 
A ftt ^£ a resolution * bicb frxends tlirou $SK ^^ 

fathers ^ m from erx t*2ir^ ^o s jl wax ^ v^^N>* ^ 

SverSse the fact by ^J^ s s **« «>*»J7^ "V^ 
She had taken to ' e **£f t ory _*%to«W«* ^V ^ £\^ 
io a way at «* ^ f^** € 

W as in a tome from ^ ^a* 

"Early British P° ets ' t ir** 

and enlightenment s ^ oC » sts * * - s gacfc 

lines of Lovelace to st^f^aore ; 

As y° tt * lo^t.^»c»» r *" . % 

Nan knew *« ^ei^^e weeks <£ 
she ever forgotten ^ &>* ? v U 

thought of them ^ ^X\ 



\ 
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They put the case for Denis in a nutshell; and the 
quatrains before the quotation were hardly Jess poignant 
in their appeal, though Denis's "new mistress " was not 
war but wealth. Ah, if it had been war! And war was 
already in the whole air of England; but on the gold- 
fields there was no reason to think him other than safe 
and sound. 

So powerfully was she affected and inspired that 
Nan showed the lines to her father that night. It had 
often troubled her that he must think ill of Denis; that 
was a more hurtful thing than thinking ill of him her- 
self- — who had the right. So she showed the open book 
to Mr. Merridew, counting unconsciously on his sentimental 
side, and not in vain. 

"There," she said, "that is what I have been want- 
ing to say for him all these weeks. There speaks Denis 
himself. He has called to me from the other end of 
the world. I was thinking of him when I went for a 
book, and I put my hand on this one, and I opened it 
at this place!" 

Mr. Merridew was full of sympathy — a quality in 
which he was rarely deficient when there was trouble in 
the air; besides, he cherished the most genuine desire 
for his daughter's happiness. If she could be happy 
believing in Dent, well and good, and it might all come 
right yet. The great thing was that despite her energies 
she had been pensive and wan for many a day, but that 
now she was flushed and bright. 

"Believe in him, dear!" she whispered in her father's 
ear her arm round his neck. 

"I always did, Nan," he answered, stroking her hair. 



ATRA. 



CORA. 



"No, not always; but vox* ^l^^i ~ 
again. yOVt <ll<i «>«<=«» and ;o 

"Very well, Nan." ^ 

"From this moment « »» 
"No; not from th is moment ^ sai<i jy^ 
charactensticauy seeking to justify his former *^*>^ 
tion, "when not to r a s i n „i e moment have I ^ ^O^ ^ 
bless him for preserving my darling's life. f^O'^V^ 
I disbelieve in &">». i n myr h^^rt after that? vXli^V^^v 
ever done so it has been when. I have seen y^ <«0*" ^O 
sorry. But when I th ink of all he did for yo ^ v ^, 

"Don't; please don't ! " ^ \^ 0^^5 

Her face was hidden against him. He . ^\\. 

felt its heat. But it was in the plain troubJ^<\^ V^ 

he was a sympathetic man. ^ ^-^ ^ 

"But I must," he rejoined cheerily. "\^ ^ *>v \ 

forget all he did, and I am afraid we have, ^ >0V 

what is it?" v A J 

"I am going." \X v ^v 

"But why? What have I sa * <i L- s j x , V\ ^ 

"Nothing-nothing— only I wash 4^ £\ 

drown— I wish that!" . _ +■%,** ^irl ^ \ *\\v 

And with this hard sa y*~g^ % %l V % * \ 

tears th at puzz]ed John Jf^^Z* t**, <^\ \ 5 

flammg cheeks that drxed «»«* \^0 ^ A 
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One afternoon Mr. Merridew ca&e 



BROKEN OFF. 

h Y^** ***** 
of suppressed excitement which was non€"^*f_ e iU 

fest to Nan's first glance. It was late in -A/*^/\ <^ 
found her on the lawn behind the house. ^ u< 
calling in the narrow avenue, now faintly &%% 
palest gold; lesser trees had reached the ^ ^ 
emeralds, and a horse-chestnut on the lawn ^x^l 
ing a thousand pairs of light-green gloves. T ^^^V^^ 
afternoon sky changed into that of a sere*** 5 "^^ 

father and daughter stood face to face. && z ?°^> > " 

"Who do you think arrived in Londo* m p Ifl L ^ 
Ralph Devenish!" he said, speaking the V* 1 "* "* (Li f^+h 
as her colour went. A "^ 

"Indeed!" she remarked, and bit £ e II- '" 

hope that she had cherished for one in * ^fc / &<& &&=^ 

"Poor fellow," continued Mr. ^ S ^t ° 

facile sympathy for the luckless, '<£ e f*"ldew> wit ** hi^ 

The last English news he had on &>•,.*$ terribly upset! 

than last October; of course they f * h S was not Iater 

he had no idea there was war .°, Uched now here, so 

corning. It is his battalion of L"? R " ss \ u °f this 

to the Black Sea with the rest of 1 ^ H, ' T* 

L o; and here he has beerT c °r \ ?T d twomor l ths 
&&y> uccn cooling his heels in perfect 




/ 



innocence at sea! Of course l-i 
out a minute's delay t:o the s* ^*T rej 
their pleasure in a Infect fS™^"^ 
professional ardour. u e s J~ r *=** 

all these years without he>^ has 

after all he may mi Ss ZT^^ ^ ~ 
whatever else he may be t „ - * 

-I should hope so,» ^ s ^ 

out scorn. Her mxnci had K 

Ralph. «Did totally to ^^^ di 

in a constrained voi Ce% 

"Yes, and did very Fairly there ^ 
dear, he saw something <>F Denis 3=>ej 
The girl was galvanised. "W 

whispered in a breath. 

"Perfectly, when Raloh left, v 
January." 

Nan filled her lungs , ancl fox- -fcl* i 
sang praises; but for a moment onl » 
why had he never written P Her x 
play for the first time in all ^^^ ' 
better have borne to hear hcs haci ■ 
were well aga in; for then she _ *T^ 
then there would have t>^~ ~ 0i: *"^f I 

"He was not only well," «»£ 
with outward reluctance, no^ *" « 
"but he was doing uncommonly 
poor Ralph! A nd y 

Doing uncommonly ^ %\\ _ s ic e a 7 
"And where is R* 1 ^^ in her 
and with that old hard Ug ~~ e:rec i w i 
Mr. Merridew stooa ^° 



t* 
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Nan, would you see him if he came to see you?" 
"Of course I would. Why not? I should like to 
see Ralph particularly." 

m M u dear ' he didn,t ^ow; he was greatly afraid it 
rn?"! » JUSt ** ° ther wa y- But since y ou ^ that ' I 
sta h y ° U he is within a hundred yards of where you 
«JT' waitui g in the road to know whether you would 
see nun or not" 

, *° was annoyed at this; it was giving romantic 
naturll 1 me eting which should have been perfect/y 
~T too h 1 dls Passionate on both sides; and on hers it 
riiienf spassi °nate, and not natural enough, in con- 
* 7" ;r- , Y et she wore a flush which might have 
f him h SS vab man than Ra, P h Devenish; and as 
■the sh k . Jooked nicer than she had ever known him, 
k" Ausfrr Suit which was ^ best t""* remained of 
iLw fao n outfit ' ^^ *•» dee P bronze u P on ** 

S hiskers %K and ^^ inches added t0 his s P lendid 
w -. ^ ^ ilere was also, in him, a strange absence of 

" mt- it , Psychologically more interesting than she 

dr6 ^s hi S he wh0 told her of Denis, unasked, in 
perhaps h,s sed ^^ 

T-^allv , ,, dece ntly," said Ralph, "and might have 
d ° ne tSk fi? had r stuck to it. But that cousin of 

mme ~7han h-^ e TOan! He had some luck ' though fl ° ' 
more 1t of K ? de served; but when I came away he was 

^Ane DrcS Z" 11 *' t0 say the least. If he has realised 

S^y - ^^4 before J left he must ta a 

«I?o you mean to s ^. he has been lucky from the 
be g in»£8 ^ed Nan, ^ incredu iity strangely tinctured 
with d^S 1151 ' and S h e brightened as perversely when she 



^ 



° r w *-i^^ ti-iith about 
it ^ *t was trie * r " 1 -* 1 , . A . 

»>g. He was ca^^k^*>l* told ?*-~£"£^ 

was prepared to ph^arly was ***S__2S^h all d*j 

as a traveller stee/ s .%** his way * -fUrv obs^, 

t ween him and the o^mseJf as*""** „ th roueh 
The hg ht was ver,°^ Iight twi^f j£j U £ ^ 
before his eyes, ye t ^ilJiarxt in ~Vr ^ad^ 1^ ^ 
him, the light of t* e ^ ot wit*"» f* ^«<3 loveli^ 

more passionately ^ r ace -h^ lov«<* * tJ ^ saoi^^ 
honour that lie ha$ ^j. t^e? less, - x i^is lieart ^ 

through the swee(K^ ade already *. fe ^ r eJre ^ 

her voice through y>*}^Jjsfr ^« slc i the cioar o} v 
birds, was to fed^ Z^ evensong: ° ^ evexy u *i^s^ 

resolve And yet ^ na j fa^d<^»*"f| irt U*e W^ 
Ralph Devenish b^Vur dies ^^ ^ v i«^ so liar 



heard the troth. 

far as he knew 



^at he was g/ad t ^j^ecii it 



to speak weJi and y* teJI 
*a life by fair mQ%r*in<lly 
So Nan h**fltJ ^& oj" t 






li£i 

trutia 
*I»e m^ 1 



J^e 



so 



So Nan iiearH^S or t>y ^* => " 1 " _ lv 



^ankiul; a pro„ rt of 
™ght learn to f 0fl ^ si 
** the wav R a lK L §ive. 



\S.Z3.'- 



siien 



*».r*^ 



-e-«- icarn to I0 fi> , 
J °r the way Kalhk^^. 
t0 Ralph's credit ^poke^ ^f^^A 



only / e 

*t« %did d evieo *~ ^ sjae ^ 

^r d ^> dir»i~^f^. 
h * onlybeen fi ™ ^5 ?^r**: v V h^ 
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"Hand over fist I" said Ralp& J**# gO ^^ 

"That's how the fellow was taking °Vj* th e *> 
came away; at least, so 1 heard." 

"Then you didn't see much of liitp y°^ w0T d 

"No, not much." 

He might have added "naturally*** 
was implicit in his tone, which itself W' 
could be. Nan noted and admired # ^ r ^ _ 

coming more and more impressed with t >K^ N / e ^ tb oUg bt 
provement in her companion. But it v&s a ^^ et ^ n n & e 
that kept her silent as they strolled to afl^ ^*^ 
twilit sward. 

"I suppose it is all in gold-dust/ 9 she s 
"I know it is not in nuggets." 

"Oh, isn't it?" he said Quickly. "Then yc^. 
heard?" ^ J ^ 

Nan bit her lip. ^ 

"No, I have not heard, and you kno* **>. ^* 
she exclaimed with more tartness than <&**?****** \ 
"My dear Nan, how could I know?" * h*(j ](W * N 
with the utmost readiness, though her f*&& ^ l ^\ 1 ^ 
time in informing him of the fact t" 

"I thought you must know,"" she . --^^ 

that touched him and yet rankled «r f a| d , - 
Ralph. As for the nuggets, he pr^ 6 e § ^ pardon 
nrS t one he found for luck; and ft e ^ to se nd me the 
raise in his life." n ^V er broke a pr o- 

"Perhaps it was too big to seM , 
his new and kindly laugh. «q >" said Ralph with 
stopping in his walk, "perhaps th; P er ^ a P s >" ie added, 




v# 



*W 



J>Jan 



A parlour-maid was ap Proar] fl S Is . xt * 
raised her downcast ^ Cilln g w^ a small saJrer. 

e yes, and at a glance stood 



^^ "*"„ ^ r £< l - r 



Noted ,0 tl~ spo'^TI, ^?^"."^5" *° t b Se 

confidences °° He If^f, »»** t ^***^L, J^,^**** 1 * ^* 

much more. *£ £**' **<* ^^J^^* *^^ 
which Jewsoo had ^V Jiit*> ^ ***,^ ^£r^ ™°V^ 

had been his own p ^ f^r **^*^^ *£. B„ *V V 
had no idea what tJ^p*r^^^l^^**S^« ^ V^> 
face and manner, ^ he r e?*** -t**^ 5 l**%,«5r side ^\ T\ 
Ralph did not th«^ it ^^f Lt ^^^f'^ rr+<=** ^ V\ v \ 

villain like that yo u neV er. J^* *** ** ^^ JP uer h\ V VV 

straight over to the ^ ***^&*<^ *~ £ss **\\\S 
Nan was too * ited *~ J^^' ^^ VdlV 
and yet it was g^ ater tlxj^^^^ JS?*^ > VV\ 

was no longer the Wst s**^^ * *****%#** %\ \ Yv* 
She was alive one* ^ore; ~<*«**^». ./ ^!p«i; « \A \ \ 
%ned in her heart, it wa- s ^i^ni^trl^-P^ straw. ti\4 ^ 
was Ralph its lea st d e**- o**^* *** , V* ?Y V * • 

Wfc. out in a r^me***' it «=** '** ^K* W* ' 

noted how it trembled ^ S ^ \ V ^ 



\v* 



212 



DENTS T>EJSTT~ 



even unaware that Ralph stood I ^^^ffLed *fV 
for it was by pvire instinct that she *^ad l ^jj*t ' jjng 
Nor was there much for Ralph to s e e: ^s sl 



perceived was the difference in Nan- ^^ C x& esS 



& 



un- 



bending, as unalive to the eye. 

in a waxen palm, he saw the glint 

ring 



as 
of* 



as in stone or wax, as breathless, as p**=>t> 1 sn ° u 

„_ r — , — — — m^ jj U e5. ' ". 

with three small stones of diner ^^ Jn ^ n 




something fell, and he stooped to pick *** i^J* ft g ra r 
stant her heel was on it, crushing ** * nt ° U_^^ gu^ 
but not before he had looked upon a pP^-n^Tb , ^ 
finest hair. The shade was her own <&" "^H>§^ 
seemed to Devenish that the very curl o/h- 
was preserved in the plaited wisp which he s % 
instant in the grass. He had the tact to pre 
had not seen it, to turn away and search ^ urt ^^^ 
But in his heart he was raging and raili*^ *f « ^ U 
author of this unforeseen infamy. V^h^V ^ e c« 



dodge! What a cruel and what a das****/ P°* 
Had he known of it he never would *** *c jig \? 
thing; and yet, now that he did knort, W*° u \\) 
her? If so, what was he to tell? 

The parcel might have been made 




all Ralph actually knew, 
he knew, the traditional 



Denis 



^ght 



*P 



by T> eais * *6 X 
sailor w,^ O e faJs e for aI-3 

port. Ralph's heart lightened at tJh e ^e w ife in every- 

how could he know? It was the trj u bought; after all, 

oenius that he could know nothing ^P h of a di abolical 
£ \ , ,.__ .u;„ *;™ 4.^ , . lin S ahaolutelv. that K^ 



£rtHe moment his embarrasL"^ ? 2*, frT And 
1 „„ a „,-n a ;„ oo , SSH1 ent made Ralph Devenish 

as mean a villain as crawled the earth. 



broken o:ir:ir- 

aW ay instead o ^^ } 

P^t ate you doing"? I _**V iri , I thin. 

"f>f Sibling. I arr * ^T* *So « he expl 
ThankS taT«otett5r after » 11 ^-„ flC 5l-« wou,d 
-there ^ iBte r voice . notb^S 

* nOW ooTof Nature'* ^^^^ **« ? -a ^ N* 

^e clear eye. ^f^cbe^ /** s irx **« kCX^V^ 
of her case, and she fl^ er i^s upon ^W 

Only, as she sat before lt><ol£l r*& S\X*}i 

iVJht she seemed to *> e ^ith ^ ^VC\» 

^inf another heart- -^^irxes % ^ VX^ 

An hour later sbe^ *Txrx « pf an * V\ ^ 

. ... _,•..,_ j, n n^r-tat> ie _. foxr .-,.^, that %*,^vV ^K 



That is one "—--^ ^*Y" ,, *lx»* v *£5 ^\ 

foment. She was ^^ex^^"^*^ t> V\ 

^e clear eye. ^f^cbe^ /** s irx the *\ V*\ 

of her case, and she ^^ gl^J upon ^V V 
Only, as she sat before ^^^irxi* H\\*^ 

iVJht she seemed to *> e ^ith ^ ^VCX» 

^inf another heart- -^^ixxes % ^ W\ ■ 

An hour later sbe^ *Txxx « pf an * V\ ^ 

a tthelittiedinner-tat»^ r . £o y: <> tbat \U % 

f n the wanderer's ,b*j£ ^t ^ ^d »« ^ JS 

glass. ar^JJdto^ <^ iaeS V^^V^ K\>, 
Sas equally determine .^^^ ^^ U* K 

rattled on together ' isC! a \oped "V*K* *v&> K 

friends. Shesympatw t>vxt *^ ^ve . ^v V^ \^ ^ « 

anxiety about the ^ d 5^ftn*t - ^WW^ 

h im out too soon, ^tx^g^eet *S*U % \\ V<*S ^ * 

t0 ld her with airy „ot *** \V«. 1^ 

cards that they »>S n £ V^ *>>, *- 
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of herself; he also gave her an unreasonable sense of 
retaliation. She certainly desired to see him again, and 
told him so frankly when he left. 

Mr. Merridew was too puzzled to enjoy the other 
sensations which i knocked for admittance to his mind. 
Devemsh had told him nothing of the garden incident, 
partly from instinctive discretion, partly from a reluc- 
tance to enlarge the circle of his dupes before he must; 
but no sooner was he gone than Nan beckoned her 
father into the drawing-room and shut the door behind 
them both. 

"Here is a ring," she said «l want k . 

for me m your safe— at least, for Mr. Dent" 

It was not the ring that had travelled back to her 

feTher ^ Td V? if ***' **' **££ £ 
lent her And she had worn it about her neck since 

landing m England, because that was the w^y L wa 

forced to wear hers, and it was „ earer her heart bu 

SSSH2 ^ ^ ^^ »* * ^n 
h a P ;e^ ent! " heeCh0ed "^at in the world has 
^"Nothing terrible; only our engagement is broken 

"You have heard from him, then?" 

"Yes, this evening." 

"And this is how he breaks his insulting silence'" 
^ Already the father was trembling with rage and 'in 
dignation; the girl was curiously serene 

"He doesn't even break it" ci,^ «,'m « TT 
does „h» we ^ U,,,'^^ £^"2% 
„e ever changed. And he is quiK right . OUM d ° rf 



solent snot» J 




rid; 



~> of 




„*- ***«" 

.•You 

a low and P-^J V^ ^e^ V^^ 
forcing me to ^ VoU^f^ ^c*»»***S^ 
arrangement ^.,'ter »f- j-^s ^L-y ** 

"Not a ^WHV?^- **^*** 



do 



"Not a =j •-— -, » he s£ *«-<: 
.1 He could s * --nr^** 

honour him ft"" *> ^ j ^1^**^ 



^ 



***■' 



Jnorror^ 




r 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 
DEATH'S DOOR. 



Chip, chip, chip, rang the driving-pick along the top 

of the drive, as it pricked its way from left to right, 

leaving a chain of holes in the rude right-angle under 

the arch; and chip, chip, back the other way, between 

the holes, till they united in one curved crevice, wherein 

the fingers could be passed from wall to wall, and the 

continued stability of the roof felt with the knuckles. 

Then a s PeII of harder and less cautious hitting, an 

interval of falling chunk and showering gravel, a period 

of irritation to throat and eyes. Presently a downward 

stroke, ^ lth more power behind it the lower one got; 

and in trie end an advance from top to bottom of as 

many in ^ n aS the intr oductory crevice had been deep. 

So slaved JJerus i n his driye; so was he slaving when 

Jewson J ust heard him from above, on the 7th of 
February, iy 54. 

It m eant lying prone in the earth by the hour 
together, f* ef bow pillowed in the morning's debris, the 
body acb l "8 ln every i nch Jt me ant a complete skin 
of the *** ud of dust and dirt and copious perspiration. 
It meant an atmosphe^ hea ted and poisoned by the 
flame of * m &* candle, a tickling throat, a trickling 
eye, an intermittent r i gOUr of the lower limbs, a daily 



_J 




capnckms, 



of hot 






tob; Hs "^^^t. 

they al^ys a*«JV »**^ 

a change «^? batt^^^*^ 

S^o the g^ViV tfx« *" 
its *«-*£ ^^ ^ 

be en«*> *«** 

He had lf*>fcj n a»« 

new chain ° f r'^ n a a 

semicircular crevice, d t<= , 

was as firm as the ^ J****^**** 

Wows which were al^ , s 3. ** «^t 
glingwork, when ^ udde r>!^; ^1^ ;,.- 

handle dragged at ^. s ha n d * — ^" 
stuck; he gave it a fcen tle ***Y^< 
up under the arch, \ n S. ^ & 
fore he could pull y^th a-**^ 
trembline like a l ear . ^rK* 
up 









embling like a ] e ^ f- 
He drew his J ' 
bedded, and b^f P^f^ 
Presently the knif e gta^^ v^> 
the pick, and he ) ia d to 
forwards to release th e f 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 
DEATH'S DOOR. 

Chip, chip, chip, rang the driving-pick along the top 
of the drive, as it pricked its way from left to right, 
leaving a chain of holes in the rude right-angle under 
the arch; and chip, chip, back the other way, between 
the holes, till they united in one curved crevice, wherein 
the fingers could be passed from wall to wall, and the 
continued stability of the roof felt with the knuckles. 
Then a spell of harder and less cautious hitting, an 
interval of falling chunk and showering gravel, a period 
of irritation to throat and eyes. Presently a downward 
stroke, with more power behind it the lower one got; 
and in the end an advance from top to bottom of as 
many inches as the introductory crevice had been deep. 
So slaved Denis in his drive; so was he slaving when 
Jewson just heard him from above, on the 7th of 
February, 1854. 

It meant lying prone in the earth by the hour 
together, an elbow pillowed in the morning's debris, the 
body aching in every inch. It meant a complete skin 
of the mud of dust and dirt and copious perspiration. 
It meant an atmosphere heated and poisoned by the 
flame of a single candle, a tickling throat, a trickling 
eye, an intermittent rigour of the lower limbs, a daily 






tv,~ *«ft ™« as rich as ever, an<^ w lt n eeaea fleu^^ 

^1?Z£^<*«*****1£ not altered;* t£^ 
£e y ?w£ might- At any ^^ a fter the ^J 
b\ow with^he driving-PJck, or t he next-^r the n ^^* 
a change might be observable. ft coU /d iffl% ^ 
change for the better ; thus each unc hanged h a ^ 
was to the good, and the uncertainty of every Qii^'V,, 
its fascination. Leads and g utter s were notoricj Mt^ 
capricious, and Denis was prepared for any caprice K s /> 
the one that he encountered this very morning. °lt t 

He had prolonged the roo f a f ew more inches; 
new chain of holes had resolved itself into an. 0t , *»e 
semicircular crevice, and to the knuckles the fresh ,. r 
was as firm as the old. Denis was dealing the rar^r* 
blows which were always a re]ief t0 him a fter this n £ 
gbng work, when suddenly noth; fd , but the pi f 

iuck h fagged at hlS ^ The Po^ of the pick h £ 

S gave il a gen ]' e ^availing tug, but it was hi h 

fore £? the areh ' and he ^d to alter his position £ 

trembH n COUld pU " Wlh a °y Power. By this time he Was 
trembhng like a , eaf . and JJ ^ ^ gtuck fast 

bedded W hlS legS U P un der him, left the pick em- 
PresenH, * nd beg3n P r °dding near it with his knife, 
the Dirt the knifc Stuck too; this was some inches under 
forward and he had to work the blade backwards an d 
f ° rW3rds to relets, the point, 
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Denis could riardly breathe. 

It must be a nugget — it must — it must a a • 

^^igget then the largest found on Bal/arat f Qr a^* 

It might even rival the two giant nuggets 
thousands apiece, got from Canadian Gully at theb 
ginning of the previous year; the nuggets of W hf c t 
X}oh ert y had spoken after the wreck; the nueffets wh;Ju 
firs t inflamed them both! ICh 

With fingers and knife he scraped down to it, then 
felt it with his fingers, then scraped it with his knife- 
and the point of his knife, held close to the candle 
showed a filament of virgin gold upon the steel ' 

Denis closed his eyes and breathed tnanksgiW- 
then to the handle of the pick once more, to prise the 
great mass loose in its gravelly bed. A shower from the 
roof at once deterred him. There was no guessing the 
size of a nugget like this. Its incontinent removal might 
cause such a subsidence as to bury him alive in the 
moment of his triumph; cautious even then, Denis blew 
out the light, screwed himself round on his own acrobatic 
principle, and began a trip to the top for props. 

What time was it? Had Doherty returned? Could 
he trust Jewson to raise him in the bucket? He was 
looking pathetically far ahead; but there was the mouth 
of the drive glimmering within a few feet of him and 
as yet Denis had not noticed any novelty i n the inter- 
vening ground. 

Now he noticed it; there was a lump of something 
and the lump was moving. Then it lay still, but strangely 
extended. And two glittering little eyes were gazing into 
his at not more than eighteen inches' range. 



DEATH'S t>o R. 



^ 



^ • v«ew them on the i^ stant for the eye s 
Dems knew Tbe taperi j ran back uV^^ ^ ^ 

enormous snaJce. ft ag ^ re appears ^J^ ^ ^ 

light at the tunnels ^„ver ^ ^ ^ 

its woods; rt was ^ jark^ d hght ^ ^ **J 

wnthmg tip, its g of si]ver *er this D eni ^ *W£,* 

them, were as a*u from t £ a * ^ malignant *>^%!> 

without taking h^ J s between h: " ffl a „d the I^*«*>?i&* 
l^^hf of e^rytbing; flu*^ £, stripped t **~ £* 
. W and utterly panned; that he had left Ai > AjJ 
S behind him, f nd W V he had taken it o Ut v ** e 
S£ Se he was eaving fo r me n to find beyo^ ^ 
body. What a death to die! what an inglono n ^ ££* 
Its bitter and gratuitous i rony was a redeeming ^ lc/ , s 
rather than an aggravation to a mind already di^o,',^ 
by such a strain in SU( ; n an hour. *"*<?</ 

His eyes still gazing j nt0 the eyeS of deaq^ 
thought of the two pioneer prospectors of California* Ae 
wandered finding nothing umiJ one jjed by tb. e J^**> 
the other had just strength to dig his gr ave >* an d ,v ay ' 
doing his pick stuck into such a nugget as Denj s ,. s <> 
self had found, only to l 0Se it ^ his life. He Was "»" 
a v «? egotistical man. y e t it was a certain satisfa^ 1 
to him to feel that he Would pass into history with the 
otnerpoor devil who ch anged places ^ the other n Ugget 

tho„l. ether minUteS 0r onl 7 moments flew i n SUcj ; 
tights, Denis never knew; but at last the other eyes 
Tn^n S ?- ddenlv ' aS the Ser Pent arched its neck to spring, 
instmcbvely Denis followed suit, was felled to his f a< f e 
°y ™ e roof of the tunnel, and lav stunned as mercifully 
as beast f or slaughter. 

M °ch more mercifully; for the snake recoiled, first 
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nature; he seemed dead enough an *- 

But he was sufficiently alive long before he dared to 
betray sign of life. Luckily he remembered everything 
in a flash; and so lay waiting for th* last. One thing 
seemed certain: he had not been bitten yet. There was 
no sense of pain or swelling; no heavy coil oppressed 
his flesh; no jets of baleful breath P^ d u P? n ^ «™; 
and in his near, neighbourhood nothing stmed. Bxit 
far away he fancied he could hear the slightest of sibilant 
sounds, and by degrees he opened his eyes. In his posi- 
tion he could not see many inches in front of him, but 
they were inches of bare ground. He raised his head 
imperceptibly: the snake was circling round the patch 
of daylight at the bottom of the shaft, gliding half its 
length up its slippery sides, darting its forked tongue 
out and in, and slowly moving its head as if seeking for 
some hole. 

Denis considered without moving a muscle. If he 
were armed, he would creep on his belly like the snake 
itself and trust to his dexterity to strike the first blow. 
But he was not armed. He had no weapon of any 
sort; the one good weapon in the drive was fast in the 
nugget — ah! The nugget! He had forgotten it; the re- 
membrance was like a glass of spirit. There behind 
hl 'm, within reach almost of his feet, was the only weapon 
worth thinking about — worth an effort — worth a risk. 

Very slowly, very laboriously, he crawled backward 

until his foot did touch the wooden haft of the driving- 

picfc. The snake was still circling at the bottom of the 

shaft. Turning suddenly, seizing the haft with one hand, 
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He reeled and raised a ghastly face. 
"What's the matter down there?" 
"Nothing; only I was nearly killed by a snake." 
"A snake!" 

"A carpet snake; but I killed it, thank God." 
"A carpet snake!" 
"Nearly eight feet long." 

"Why, there's one up here about the same size, must 
be its mate. That one must have fallen down. I' ve 
killed this one!" 

But the raised voice quavered; the lad was whimper- 
ln g, shivering against the sky. Denis became himself. 
"Let down the bucket, Jimmy. " 
"Oh! Oh! I haven't got the strength to draw you 
up, I know!" 

"What's happened— what else?" 
"It's Jewson," the boy's voice came blubbering down. 
"What's happened to him?" 

"The other snake was round him — and he doesn't 
move!" 
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CHAPTER XXv 
BEAT OF DRUM 

^«ed tb? be °& i ° «*** Russia had at *■ . 

h ^d nr^ ^ ^ peace might still be r« to „^ 

allies £ ^e * 0lltencl iiig countries. Little as v *-t WSL 
Way f fil *t |L , Cnmea ^ much less of its invasion fey ^* 
T>f *** JVf , Bri "g^rfe of Guards was actually orv ** 
W h ^ Un to Scutari. 

r . l ^ c a ^ Certaint >" in tfl€ ^ official mind was e^^^^^ 1 ^^* 
tf&^dlv A of Captain Devenish, who, thot^S*^ 



° s phoru s t ° J oirL ** is fortunate battalion ^- ^-v^ct«* 

rer ^ainin ' WaS P rov * s ' on ^- 11 > r attached to one T^fc^»* ^ 

\*ac ^ j^ at Wellington Barracks. It is tru^ v^^^^ 

Jf 8 ° rdere <* to Wei Himself in readiness to e*^ **^*t 

tne shortest possible notice; but in the constat %^^**^ ^ 

Of disgusted officers, who consoled themselves ^-^ ^ ^ 

conviction that there would be no serious fig**** 1 '^'^^-^t^ 

k\), # a 'P h SOori absorbed their views, and keg^^^*^* - ^^^ 

\ ofl himself as a permanent ornament to the *2^s<*^ 

ndon and the lanes of Hertford shire. It **** 

frtfordshire itself that he affected a differe**- 

5p eo 



eD ly congratulating himself each week on 
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0,nd seldom departing without som e half-ho u f 
^all-heartbroken hint that it was very ]jfc eiy for V*™ .^d 
Not a week, in the beginning, without one of V^' 
visits; but erelong, scarcely a day. The extravaS 
fellow would arrive in hansoms at all hours, and 
r attling back to barracks through the silent country ^° 
the middle of the night Often he would stay- h"* 
room was always ready for him; but his goings and 
his comings were alike erratic, and that was part of 
their charm. In the very beginning he was never with- 
out some offering for Nan. She soon put a stop to 
that The bustle and clatter and high, spirits which he 
still brought with him, these were enough f or the girl 
who little dreamt of what nervous tension they were the 
outward and reactionary sign. Yet such was the ex- 
planation of the boisterous animation which so im- 
proved Devenish in her eyes, and it dated from the 
time when his visits became more frequent and irregular 
One lovely morning in early May, after a whole long 
Sunday spent with Nan, the visitor had been first abroad 
before breakfast, and by merest chance had met the 
postman at the gate. Without an evil thought, Ralph 
had taken the letters from him, only to behold one 
from Denis to Nan on top of the pile. He stood where 
he was until the postman's steps rang away into silence 
along the hard highway. It was Denis's writing, with- 
out a doubt: the supersciption on the fraudulent parcel 
was written indelibly in Ralph's brain; this letter was 
directed in the same hand; it bore the new Ballarat 
postmark; and until the sight of it Ralph had almost 
forgotten there was such a place, or such a person as 
Penis Dent. He had been equally absorbed in town 
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b ad ob S( v x 
The cloua of ^ bim to its ^>>, 
• ^e cou^^lf love had landed ugh t of ^^o 
and m the **** ^e soal-dest ro yiog l ^nich W ^V> 
the past", * e Bve o tb*_ the packet *xth « C Q^^H, 

"*■*£ b»* P° S ered^ e Packet on Jay-eve^**^* 

rlentT *e **£* Q« ite CCaS ^ to ^t and ^ *§« 

^Sa of *at b f a ^ u cb imagitiatioo. ^ bU ndred ^^^^ 
IS a xoan of ^ end of th. w orld, » * se of b ^3^ 
VL at the opposi ge . ^ was tn *^ 

iSTat a flattenog » pent? Y et on J Ais **^ 

^tbout 3ew^ e than he W ^ hands ^^ 

^ ^lT»» A been left in £S branch V**' 

The dirty worK be saw an importan « ft 

until now, wnen - s b had not chosen to * D t|* e 

dirty work *°*\ d neV er have been «*»*!% **« 

tSSSrW j .his *^ ot ' or was}S 
ne had been a passnre tautor to this P^ A window 
next step downward taken in cold v oice hal ied him 
opened behind his back, and Nans 
from her room. 

"Anything for me, Ralph? . ^e bouse slowly, 

He wheeled about, but approached 
shuffling the pack on his way. [<g[ me." 

"I'm afraid not; but there's one ^ 



> 

I 

I 
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and ^^olcenWi^^e t>egxn^' ^« hout one oftbmt 
half-beaxt^oj ^ tto^^y a day. The ^ 

1**L \ Irelong, ^ba^ 1118 ,^ all hours, and go 

vi^s; **.£ arrive >» through ^ si]ent ^ * 

felloe "££ to bart*^ Oftea he would / 

rattling ** of ^e »»S for him; but his goijgs ^ 

the ***** always re * ^ erratic, and that was part of 

roorf* l^as were *"* ry beginning he was never with- 

his **££• I* ^ 5an. She ^ put a stop t0 

their c * offering io ^ c i a tter and hzgh spirits -which he 

out &° The bustle ana. ^se were enough for the girl, 

that. ught -with rum , ^ nerV ous tension they were the 

still t^f^e dreamt of w ^^ Yet such was the ex- 

who ** _^ and reactionary ^^ animation which so im- 

outw^-^ on of the . b01 t ec eyes, and it dated from the 

plans*-*^ Devenish in . _ arn e more frequent and irregular. 

P rove? fl/r»en his visits pe _^ ^^ ^ after & whde Jong 

Ume ^e lovely morn J " 1 ° ^ visitor had been first abroad 

5^%- spent with ^^^ merest chance had met the 

bund^-7 breakfast, an ^j ^ ^ thoU g htf Ralph 

PoSSU** at ^ fetters from him, only to behold one 

E *i2^ e ? £ e Nan on top of the pile. He stood where 

from X? &nl \\ i a- oostman's steps rang away into silence 

he w»^ ** wrf highway. It was Denis's writing, with- 

along ***** Kt the supersciption on the fraudulent parcel 

out a «c3^ u indelibly in Ralph's brain; this letter was 

was ^r^ri^tf 11 ^ e san ie hand; it bore the new Ballarat 

di mct & *3- ."^d until the sight of it Ralph had almost 

P°strri£».* r * c:; tneI . e was such a place, or such a person as 

^gott^* 3 ^ nt> He had been equally absorbed in town 



=*l 



ed 
the 



Tiie clou^ 

ond in the country- haci or _ ^ 

gf past; the sun o^° soul-d^U^jy- h* d * 

^quences. Even ^d^the P^ ^/ *«» to 7 ^ 

ocket he had P° ste ^ A the tw^t £?* bou gAt * Co * 

P*d obviously tar»Pf r ^ s trac^^et !?** "*** £ ' Af 
Stents he U^ ^e ce^% e^ **«- «£5 
nought of that badq imagi <* to h^^g^en tAe 
£ aS not a raan of *»^ d of t h ^t, OQ j^ f^*. He 
; er e at th. oppose -- ge J ^ . "^/-jo- 
sa il at a altering » pent? « *as the use of bother- 
ing ab °f. Jewsotx ^ he , *« on Jewson he fa a<1 
t>een r^nng more been , ^ne* untiI t^is moment. 
The dirty wor k hao gaW c in / ewson >- s hands; but 
•ant" no W> w hen £ -^j not 'important branch of it 
eg lected, Devenis* 1 ^ chosen to realise what the 
^irtY work would *> e ' h ^ Was a letter from Denis to 
§£ It Should ^oTto b^ been allowed t c> reach the 

*+J?T£Z ff ^^EjSiSSi. his ears 
, -f *« Tmorning song of birds , his nostrils with 
filled with tne ts of the Countiyside> Ralph. Devenisli, 
the tbousana p iussed as h e well might he, was stiu 

annoyed ana j, on est m an ^v certain element of 

a comparative y ed i n his * dis honour. At the wo*- st 
self-deception ' » ive traitor to this point: nor was t^e 
he had been a P ^ , d b iood. A winxj 

next step do^^ back , ^ Na n's voxce h ai i e<1 ^ 

opened t> e 

He ^ ee,e J. k on his way. f me .» 

"I'm an -310 
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« A bothersome ^^ head an^ rounded shoulders. 

her **> do ~ "5°i, Va»-" 

with * is °^^y shan't badge £e d own here," ^ 
her ^^ eS> Vn until I g« »ack to town." 

SpS ."*£* i£seourely;s skeleton in open cup- 
^** ott moment was the letter off his ralnd. He 
boar**; ™ * ^innermost pocket, y et couW nM 

l0 ^ 3 .ers fr^m feeling if «* "« *«? he b ^ned up 
his fi*»^ e ' w to feel outside. A bank-note for a thou- 
his c^**' S? would have burdened hin, Jess; /or his 
sand ^sment went beyond the moment; the worst part 
enibaar^!: und oubtedly to come. But he must know 
of it -*"T and to get at it he must glance at the letter 
the vvr*^ j' That was an absolute necessity of the 

first c^*- ^ the ex igency itself was to Ralph Devenish 
situat£ <=>**' of all . Was it not written that his honour 
me vro* hard? it was not quite dead yet 
WaS u yl Vnust get back to town first thing, so he told 
th^Jr^*- the breakfast-table; but Nan, seeing his trouble, 
inSli^cl him into the garden for a last turn (it might 
aiwav f* 5 the last indeed '' and In ^ narr °w avenue, 
no* \f ^^rly covered in for the summer, abruptly asked 
him £2*.*? had opened his letter. 

"vr-^* y et >" he answered hoarsely. "It can keep till 

1 Set \L7m.<^" 

«^T ^.t- it's bothering you." 



if 
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'I know." 

'It may no t ^i*~a.sa*±* ^ s y<=>** 

"That is uwPnre as xxtxt^I^^ n0 -*r 

it ^» s 



and if I trusted ' sAoUi ~ £ s~: 
"Trust you, *Vone as >~^" 

stopped Ins to^ abruptly* 

of Ji^ha?L SAe conamao^^fii *x^ ^^o"^ 

me as a /hejjd & to las \ ^ s a*d- ■£ -jro*** 7 - t c 

your ietterf *#* tak ^S ^**^ „ ^ g* 

gether." * Qd >et us f^ c ^^i^rtositj 

he m anagedt C, °ve>» ? U^^^JS** *£ ^ a ~ 
on fire 4nd *> refuse a* s****ft &&<=>** 

to a level of !° ff»t^ *5fs ^^*^ ^rr^*** 1 * ^ 

ashamed. **«4 sr*e ^^ x ^*?%5\<*^^ 

-youthen ^^^^SV ^g£^ 

on £ ?^fe,ts --r^js^ Z*^ S 

c °nsci e ~ ' f or with. * ^ V**-**^ *-**■**■** j A* X\ 
like ^ the cheq^J^ ^^i*** „2% 

roembZ * and n°° r f-,*-^<* * V 

5ere d and depl^^ ^V 

\ 



\ 
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had given him ground for hope ! That would be terrible 
— unpardonable — an offence against God and man. And 
yet the evidence of his passion displeased her least; 
and least of all the indirect evidence contained in a few 
lines of explanation which a private messenger brought 
her during the day; for while they accounted for his 
conduct of the morning, they displayed an intention so 
in accordance with her wishes as to relieve her mind 
of many misgivings. 

"I made sure it was my orders to sail," wrote 
Ralph, with a wise brevity. "I was wrong, but I made 
sure I was right, and yet I could not trust myself to 
know it for certain without telling you, or to tell you 
and then say good-bye as you would have me say it! 
Forgive me if you can. It was a sudden madness, and 
as it turns out there was little or no justification for it. 
Still, as a matter of fact, they do talk of sending me 
out with a draft next month. That will be soon enough. 
*et in one way you know it could not come too soon 
for me. Oh, Nan, I am torn two ways!" 

And yet this glib liar had not then summoned up 

the moral or immoral courage to open her letter; part 

of the glibness sprang from that last grain of virtue. He 

™ght not open it after all, could not all that day, with 

° " c ers anc j gentlemen jostling him at every turn. It 

^ as °**ly late SLt night, in the privacy of his own quarters, 

fo^ the absolute necessity presented itself with fresh 

op e ° e f ***d wittx a sudden oath the envelope was ripped 

rathe' ^ Ut GVGrx til€n the let *er itself was glanced at 

g r Jhaxi read. 

cfeetf ^ e zi-rriGT*t; and protestation this reader could in- 

^o^d to siip; but what he could not help seeing 
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in this kind at once hardened 
He called her n j s . His, forso c 
blazing eye oveT a n that, trie<j 
little, caught his breath, read ^ 
wards in a ^ a Q f ice. Jews 0< . 
snake! Th at was t, a d enoug^ 
what follow ed . for mUC h had S j > 
was suspect ed of the dead ma^** 
beer and Stolen a nU gget w^- • 
ceived a ^ onth ago . That Ji 
nugget had been found; the r <=> ^U { 
he had stoi en the letter whicj^ ^^ 
it. And here Denis repro^ ^ 
written so Se idom, not once ^ Q ^d ; 
first few Weeks of abject f^ ^o Q tl 
heart to ^ te> but nc^ an<j r e h e 
not be sm. e that even that ; 'Or rea ; 
same dead hands. tef ha c 

Deveaish held his bre*^ 
Yes> fie could see that he ^ • J a « 
the lines; and hi^art^^ec^ 

«you will be seeing so ftethi o£ 

the innocent cou/d write. « Vqu ^ 

/ewwn, to Ralph's . know] edge> ever <; 

camp. He never did when j was th er 

thinking of him when Mo Se i ey to id mt 

had offered to take our letters. He I' 

as you know. But I can still hardly 

Such a grudge as that , or you any ;! 

%ould be glad if r ou ^ an opportu 
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^ r^venish oXt rime, so iWv"* fetched m Ss 
to Ralph **^ t at the »*** ^rh aps he 

was his serV f^e. I f be Jff Ralph > SU ' e he "&' 
ligh ten us aj^ Sare^^J * What was the use 
SU £ transparent **£j$ \^ was on.y £ 
° f S aty^nem; they ^forgot XrSr" ?? * 

have tom * S a nothing, »» d ** «>e Jetter after all wl 
have, sUS ? o eC ££ He read on as ^ h ft had ** 
™«^ n £ Self; and the end l eft Mm ; * 

^^DeThad already »-de several tho UsaDds ^ 
beca^^^Xus claim, and upwa rd s of 2500* .bytsingk 
° f hi Jt tund in the hour that w as nearfy ^ £ 
nu S^^ s welcome to his filthy go/d. It was ne/ther re- 
He -*"**? assurance of monetary success flat froze 
c °rd £ Dlood: it was E>emss promise to make amends 
Ralj>Jr» tter of corr espondence, to write in future by 

in tfc** 3 oossible sh ip, and to post his letters with his own 
every^ * 

han *T *ilph felt easier when he had destroyed this one; 
hp ^g only thankful he had read it now; to have de- 

sLZ^Z * unread WOUl ^ h ull en , his rain - But * was 
o5?^M « rst - VVbat ° f a ! C rCSt? CouId he hope to 
int£J2r»t * series? Was there no postman or postmaster 
who *» e could suborn to intercept them for him? 

£?& that was far too dangerous. No more assistant 

«teceiss for Ralph! Henceforward he would do his own 
dirty V*r«=>rle; he approached it forthwith without a qualm 
bu t, o*» tbe contrai Y' wah the spirited intelligence of a 
bo^ ar ^^^* ure ancl an educated brain. 

Jfi-s & rst care was to arrange with Lloyd's for i mme . 



lt or xatriL 

in each casHe?J2J^L^^*^ C ^ e * V^ 
step; -^Sr^ELrSSt?**^^*^** 

the Memdews fonnd thean. So / °^rtfaSr <W^W 
sailing, it was ^^ acbui in J* ewiTthiDg *^*$^ 
which was fraught will* incoDci^Ptwn of ** , kl 
cessant danger. ^abfe difficulty ~ '^ 

^s unforeseen variety was ^ ^<t 

letter came in the morning, *<o? grea^ cais^ 
was only due toy the even** 1 a^do^d- b w ** 
venish fetched all the letters ^^^Jl^id h, ** 
on some impudent pretext T****» «, -%.-«« .J?? 1 
postman at the gate. *C a ? C ^et^" 

"VTou see, they know w h ^ ***** ""* ** * 
me now" he said to Nan, in ;*** ^ . their fing- 
War Office. "Since that <>D^f «^ \deKnce u 
want to know the worst at th.^. ****&»* 1 C* d<WI1 ^ 
Yet but for yon it would be I\ ^^ru-.*. «o«s\*e tn.o» 
m't tell you how ^^ W,<^ 



1XL 

OTAa 



of you I can' „ -a — ^»m ^ w *v> 

would let me leave you on tl*_ ^Vv^ \p ^ ^^ V \ 
make me a happy man!" ^tv^i^ 

For it had come to this- y^ <*^ tW ^ 

and gained the stage of x*S^>*^tff&* **££ 
some faint encouragement. ^^*^ -- * **. 

said, with a stress which irv^^- ^^*^»& ^. ^ ^ 
indeed; and. that, of cours^^ ^-^^-^^y Q f 9 ^ 
the pale prospect accompatxl^^ ^^3 * $& ^ ^°\^ 

without loss of confidence S.-*z^ ^^^V^o ^ 




part that she could ever lo-s^^^J^^- \fl tf>* ^^ 



heart was dead or numb; V^^^ ^^^3^ 5,'* ^\P 
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he end. And this self-confidence stood Ralph in equal 
tead with Nan and with his own soul: not from the 

f s t, yet in a very few weeks, he was playing a winning 
a waiting game . He learnt from her lips how he had 

proved in her sight; and though unable to believe 

ref J 1 ^ been so much room for i m P rovement > he w * s 
ul to keep the ground thus won in her regard. It 
a so at every point of his advance. Here and there 
" f a ! n _ Wa s trifling, but he never lost an inch. 
„.? b b *d an open and yet silent ally in Mr. Merri- 
>°* old hG ha( i always wanted this marriage, and 

vsQ f», WaiUeci ft more than ever - Nan was not ha P py; 

I L °*** tiling to make her happy. He would have 

y f S °rf Ve,r y da y bu * for a plain word in the begin- 

'« A t* 11 ^* 1 * hi mself. "Din me in her ears," said 

^ x am done; leave it to her, and there is a 

ice for nae. But never another word against Denis 

a , ^ is n<arne comes up, make excuses for him. 

don't know women as I know them, sir, or I wouldn't 

ime to offer- you such advice." 

t was followed, however, with all loyalty and devo- 

to their common cause. Not for weeks did the 

r venture to express any further opinion in the 

r; and when lie did break silence the occasion 

ed him. Captain Devenish was ordered out at last. 

is, dysentery and ague had descended upon the 

Is' camp at Al^dyn close to Varna; thither De- 



. ^ „.„ ^-~~~j^ <~iose to Varna; tmxiier u*>- 

was to sail before th e end of June, in charge of 

: to replace those fallen in this J unfair fight. 

was Mr. Merrx^ew who br ht ^ news home 

ie City an d gapped it ^ convicti on, now 

general, that t*« WouI d be Uvd fighting some* 
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where l>efore the end The resoI« ft0 A 
bastopol was n <* yet taken, but tbep^ * 
been in the air, and Mr , Merc-ide*- WMO>. 
absolute certainty. It might be a fH^VH^ 
from tbe character of a map whi ch h ^^l 
Merndew was aot of that opinion- ^3.^ J^ 
ftinctory interest i n the map; she fy~ < A.V 
had been in her father's mind for * \, ^«^ *} 
entirely prepared for what was conwij/^y v\w 
" Whatever may be before thejjj ^ O^ %T^ 
the Gxiards will be in the van," * v*\J\ ^*> 
grandly. "The chances are that n^H XN^V ^ 
never come back; but we won't *&ih^W^ V» > 
they are away a year. Think offt \^-K -^ "* 
Imagine his torments all that time, ^K^^ ~\fr 
try, and yet uncertain of you! v^^V^ ,:*; 

liim not to do his duty, for th* t *^J^V< ^V" 

to be as efficient as a soldier w lt t V^vXvAv* 3 '- 

mind ?» \^ > V* d 0/ 

'« He is certain enough," sa.,^ V ~% for 

"if he can wait." . X v W^tO 1 " /°i 

"But nothing is so uncerta^ ^ %?*/«;* 

"Well, I can't marry nim h e * ^ ^ afl . 

It was said flippantly, yet £^ \ * 

baC ^ n don'tknow about that. *^ V **** * 
""S mig ht save oo^V V V^^ 



^pifcy ; yet ** -?^VV V ^ *• ^ ' 

brain, and she was e ^ ^A> -*><.*, * 






DENIS DENT. 

"Ah, poor Dent!" said Merridew, advisedly, as he 
sped her meaning. 

"You needn't pity him; he will come back rich, if 
t with a wife," said the girl whom Devenish knew 
well. 

\lr. Merridew came back to his point, after a pause 
tended to break the thread of painful association, as 
id it. 

"But would you marry Ralph if there was time?" 
"There isn't time." 

"I don't know. I wish I knew the date he sails. It 
may be later than we think." 

And the budding strategist dropped the subject with 
a tact which was growing on him with the conduct of 
this affair* But first thing next morning Ralph and he 
were closeted in his private office. 

"Splendid! splendid!" cried the younger man. "An- 
other word from you might have spoilt everything. I 
will run <i° wn ^ min ute and say the rest for myself. ,, 
"But i s k P ossiole » Ralph?" 

"With a s P ec ial licence it would be possible to- 
morrow/' , , 

"And k° w lon S have v °u?" 

"I hx>p e a montn - Time enough for banns, if you 
like We can get them put up this Sunday." 

Tohn Merridew looked at the young man sitting be- 
fore him, k is dark face flushe <*, his dark eyes sparkling 
—handsome, eager, and exultant— without a misgiving 
or a qualm for mortal eye to see. 
"You are very confident, Ralph!" 



«I am. 
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Th* 1 ve ^iriatioo f f credible, £*» 
orderly ***^c*x<^ "henis ^ 
were in a stat iqti«. 8 > 

his case was »ot but ^ Of 

4116 m Zt averse fror* % a ffice ,/' V 
vel „s was av ^rf teti tho Us % 

on fire ** ** ha d *** there ,W 
off him »«*%«> ^^ures */<% ' 

"£• He must stay x " ^ e hoq s ^S e . c j 
fofdo'tth. Y- *J* h* Yo f N*> ; 
b V and it went ag£ was ^%^ ^ 

altogether. ™"£^ W *%*• ' 
second tunnel ha* tbat g0o *0^\ , 
a longer tunnel, sin Qn „ * 

Seard had pegged o^ « ^^ = 

claim, to obvxate J undm C>V"' 1 6 ' 
on the very natura ^ ^ . 

poherty when Dent g a e . ^ ^ 

*° g K was not for the fihan^ c ** ] \ 

S ^ce. „ 
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sufficiency alive to that. What was ten thousand 
to take to JSTm ? It seemed a! most criminal '™ 

with so little when m a few more * tote 

doubled xt. je there .was more to Qn *?*£ 

side, and ** wa f n <>t the gold that he was grieved to 
leave. It wa + s .* e w <*k of his hands. The SinTwls 
largely ^at;^ two & t unne,s were that and n'o^g el™ 

™* Ch - nflxanS. DeSs Sj bUt 5 had been ^ **> 

^ "5 vJj of work ^th T"** ° n ** exceUen t and 

f^t S least wortCof Jr^ «* « -tel- 
hgence **x tvr iy of his predecessor: thev wer^ 

alike in ^J*^*? h *<* a soul aside from the S 
gold; a»d Dems took as m uch pride in ° me « 

l^n^rshr 6 -^ ^ — * e£2 ol 

The others realised how much was due to the out 
going partner, and it was they who first begged hi* t0 
retain a share. At first he refused. "Verv^T • . 
Then I come with you," said Doherty- and tha ' *""• 
argument; for Denis did not want Ae lad £ F f ? 
much less at first, strongly attached as tiZ i * u 8 ^' 
He had to listen after tha't, and atlas JSS. h ^ become - 
a small profit till the year's end! Z case^t *7? 
Doherty's new mate, "things are not 1 t !' "4 to 

them in the old country, an^I shouW T t0 *"* 
straight out again. Then I shouW De tTr t0 ^° me 
mas, and it would be li ke C0In ^ t^ g r Christ ' 
witha smile, yet it was significanf thTf *? 8 " d * 
it in Doherty's hearing; and the 'ett n k^ DOt Say 
^ he voiced, however remote T W^* of the 
heart at the very time when rSd^ ^ sick at 
confident in */»*»>. * al P h ^ww* was most 






*K ***<* a dSV. Wed * sound fore 

***** in ^hT« °^ **** Rothschilds 

^^diS ^ *^ fafs «*ti«s sa^ 
Slli ^> ££>£ "^^ ° n ^ duplicate he 

bo Urne - ^5* ^ere was no^^ no clear 

the Co , ** ^ese sev-exi ox- ei&ht. mont] 

OF S «ne«axn_p>xnent into the> ru 

;h e ,. f" C( ? Ur se I>oJierty eaxne clown to 

had h> ' TVlt ^ 2 £l*^ liveliest laxnentations 

/lis eyes xlxeci on the old w 

was the time that it xnxxst t^ 

J '^ follow ye, oleax- ol<3L mister/') : 



tf ou bie 



Ji De after- jr^ i n xxo tixne unless v 

^ OUr own way haek I *" ^ 

-He stood on the ox«<a;>^„ but a . 

Uniettered diil<3L ox~ :felons xxnsnr/^ 

JKet worth twice his weight in ^O/fc^ 
homely phrase. And the trou W^ (\ 

rolling grotesquely ovex- the tan, . ^ < 
Jooicecf on in a land as rich 2/2 * . 
precious metal itself. l/U * 

' The voyage ^-^ ~ ^""^ ^A f 
as tfie longest Denis ^^d ever 1 

seemed so to .^ ir "„ cl x ^^ v tfyA \ fc 1 
Seed its cnsi^, ^ d man7 rt A jA 



^** £~rlL fortnight o* *e ^ ( A vKVV 
A nd after a ^ to Ajs , ./ VVlV 
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, j^-ping oilskins, of hearing the starboard watch 
ing in or •*^ eC j c> an d of turning over on the other side, 
piped ot* ^ lc j sooner have paid the second officer to 
Denis wo ^ ^^ him ^ He missed the crowded hours, 
change p ^ge of responsibility so long associated with the 
and the s ^ made his former ships fly their latitudes 
sea; t^y where this one crawled and climbed, 

like nU v0 yage was quite uneventful, but of petty inci- 
The ^ aS the usual supply. Denis himself incurred 

dent tk^* aS ure of the captain by his professional interest 
the disp 1 in0 ve, but in a rough-and-tumble round the 
in every ^^e certain amends, and won further favour 
Horn b^ j cS . There they were becalmed three weeks, 
in the tr ^. aS f^u f returning diggers, mostly unsuccess- 
The ^^^j^gcontent in the steerage was fermented by the 
nil, ana ^.^ent of offenders upon whom the thwarted 
harsh rea ked insensate vengeance with the irons which 

skipp er e t0 so m any of his kind. It was Denis who 
are a tra ted in the captain's cabin and reasoned between 
remonst^ d - t wag Denis who f ort h w ith initiated the 
decks, tere sts which redeemed the remainder of the 
various -£j ere , however, he received valuable aid from 
V °"vf ^ A t>it ten °^d sergeant of the Black Watch, named 
a / iar , y/tio had thus far been an unpopular advocate 
f rUS rag e discipline. From organised games these two 
S \f d up t0 a d^y drill, owing a plausible existence 
W °h pir ates ^^ which tne seas were sti11 infested in 
*? J^ys, and a corporeal one to the valuable money- 
• SC which Denis put up. This passed a lot of time. 
Th Ze caP tain looked on approvingly from the poop. Ser- 
Thresh bellowed and swore in his old element 
D^s dri lled humbl y with the rest. In the Channel he 



HOME , WARI> 



^^ s thanked by thte cajptaSn i 
^ileex-eci by every truroat on 
5 te I>;pe<I ashore In sl &1ow* ev 



xx * the world. 

., -AS it Was lie W3LS. TXaT,\±*r** 

^an he couJci IxsLve believed, 
faith and tx^ist. G<=><1 h^*cl *>« 

Wal and impious to ^^^^S^T 

**i s hands. And >-et iJtte 

morel And vet not «£*- 

This, however, wf*s ^^^ 
there Jhad been txo tirM< ? -^ s 
he was justified i» 1 * C>,pX ^^:«^ 
therefore was to t>1 ^ rx ^^ 2x£*JpJ 

far too mix eh rrl1 ^ ^^ to 

Denis went, st*r&- i^x-eser*.*^ 
Saturday mormix^Ss* J^ci/tex«e:i 
wise enough, irx h.xs ^^ :he 

and there. Fifty J^^ ir3 . ten 
ness was conclu^ ^tbout * 

some liours, ^^**lff^*^ xi *£/ 
temporarily ~Z* A ^a ***** **7 



to ^ 
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tat ° v «dl upon the road, yet with a three- 

so yo« J* XlA him, deliberately chosen to calm 
ffii\e tramp 

^is soul- last d f September. The 

lt happed to be tn fu , under a delicate film 

\_,«de lay porous d uu r Trees showed to less 

**"*?*• and chastened sunhgb • * gtre shade betwee n 

of *.oe in limp leaves 01 a » ig the hour ws 

S?- -ddying f^^forbim to prove worthy 
living b f hi deam s, ^ w* was not on i y per- 

fthThcX. The rich scent ° de g^ ^ ^ 

? f ^n his nostrils; it braced the d ^ ^ ^ ^ 

f TtS sharp touch of £ tu f "£ out with the greater 
Sect upon his blood, ^^too-d ship; the day 
gusto for bis long ?£%£*##*. ™« »~»» 
?ould not well have been m 

more inspiriting withal. ^ ^ ^^ ^^ ^ 

Presently a village--" ^^a the signs and arch- 
its great length, its red "^Venfe c0uld have ***"** 
ways of its many inns, that ve , and But he only 

**»ere merely to gloat over nis ^ was off ^^ a nod 
inquired the name of the P iaoc ' It cOU id only have been 
«>« hearing it was Edgware. g w a mile ^d less> 

- E: <Jeware- he knew where ne ^ ^^ {n ^ flesh 

^? ou eh he had never before n(jt Nan herse if who had 
*T**\ s Pirit had atoned. Was 1 ^ ^ Ra<J she not 
*o^"^* Wm the road she K« ^ very nex t time he was 
Ar* ^L -^im exactly how to corn, ^ ^ days> ^ tnpic 
^^srW^s? Ah, that was 1 hQW well he remem . 

**«5SSJ* <* the iVW« %£«»*>£ ^ ^ fresh voung 
***-■«. ^ o ne and aU! f^e but so full of itl NotNaa 
^ far from her home, 
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to him then — only IVliss l^erridewJ 
many years ago- _ _ , 

But she had told ^« ^°T to I 

its porch and its <*««_ re «™n ! ; ' 

for^enrstsi^* ~* ^ ^SSV? 

be seen against w^^^ heaven! 

bend in the road- in sUC h a h 

Denis was standing to the sky 

A file of trees ran x tfae fi rst 

so had Nan deS< ^e I ,is ifc*a.d don* 

avenue in wb-iclx ^?5I^ S carried b 

Somehow ** is ,, «^xi<=** made 

so to the low waJl B Ts« ft 00 ? , e 

the front of the Jj^^^d to*«* / 

the house; the ol^ ^ P«^ 

dreams; the d^Sdelity ^> 

with all the ■J*~g^ ^^,,-V 

to lean on the er ^^ 

shrubbery on ^ o^ ^ 

doorway, fif*J jjer *«™ st/i/ 

some colotir, c er*^°j£, re h f 
old, as it W-*^ ****££?* 
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down on him from the step, she was so much the calmer 
of the two. 

. "I have been expecting you so long!" she could say 
w *h but a break in her voice. "Oh, Denis . . . Denis. 

And her right hand lay cold in his. 
Q "Come in!" she cried, wrenching it fromhis lips. 

£? k^ ra *g °» the fla 8 s 0f the ^ aS a ^he 
™a before her. "No, no, through into the garden, she 

en i on - "It's stifling in the house." 

Vet fireu ht flickered in the rooms they passed, ana 
nit7» r 5^ chilly on the lawn where Nan had walked 
*«h Ralpk, ^ so ^ wards dusk ^ at ^ bre ak of the leaf 
now floating bsudk to ear th. 

"I fouoci the house in a minute," he went on as 
they trod the soft turf together. "We only got ashore 
this morning, ^nd I drove out nearly all the way; but 1 
felt I must ?«r£Uk the part I seemed to know so wen. 
This time yesterday we were off the Isle of Wight: such 
a voyage, a hundred and twenty-nine days from pilot to 
pilot! I'd have given a thousand pounds to knock ott 
the twenty-nine \" 

That was liis only allusion to his success, and it was 
unintentional. She was sadly embarrassed; he saw it 
w ith some pain, but supposed it natural after so long a 
separation. After all, they scarcely knew each other; 
they only loved; bxat Denis was not going to force the 
love upon her all in a moment His instincts did not 
fail him in his great hour. Yet the hour was not quite 
aS he had foreseen it- He had foreseen two extremes: 
to t> e cna tting in ttiis fashion and ignoring all that mat- 
tered to him in life v 1 " 1 ? llim at the time as scarcely 
^edible in himself- * et he kept it up for several minutes 



£< 
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irx a tone light bev^^^i x^- -•-,-. w» 

-^^.^^ _ , -, , & , uc yond his nature, 

Ins J^«^rs; it *a s not for hirri to 
thln jS; . ^ had ever been, to take 
anytlnn^ for grated. He mi^ht It* 
a ^ n - . Til f ^s nothing. In lest 
was resigned to that. 

, "AndJTscem to have found you 
at last. Jt was his first wistful wor 
" Pa P a JS remaining in the Cit 
-tie has been asked to the Sheriffs 
dc>n Tavern. So I sujpjpose I am * 

Slae glanced over her shoulder 
over-looking the lawn. ' 

*'That avenue!" exclaimed D e ^ 
w fs my first landmark, as you s /? 
rrxigrxt let me see it before it's d^^ 

J>J~an pointed to the screen ^ j 

kdtdi^n-garden. * 

** There it is. Yoxx do see j> ^ 
** JBut properly ! " 
"Very well." 

Slie led the way. tt* voi Qf > 
compassion softened hers. In \ 
the avenue. It was narrower e v 3 * 
The trees in their autumn tetyJ^ : 
heads. But it was a place of^ *v 
faces were already hard to se e . *V^ 
eloquent. He stood in ^ont ^ I 

consciously flung wid^ **<* *b^* ^ I 

?ond his reach. ^ 4 

"Nan J" ^ 
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^r iC€ I S^L ^ h doubt «* pension. 
sadly y ^ Ca " me **" sh * ^ 

-M 7 d-Hng.whj in tlfe ^LXSSS ' ^ 
*** * «ot ™ C ? ne from the hidden Hps 

her "^o^don, h K: e S re n L" hC cried T bi «er.y, releasing 
No answer. 

"Are yo",«>gaged to someone else?" 

"tJo — no - 

"I must have the truth " 

«I dare not tell you the whoIe tmth „ 

««Vou have nothxng to fear, Nan.™ 

«I dont know how to tell you" 

"I am ready for the worst" ' ' ' 

"Then ... I am married." 



^ 



s& 
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i a lane of 
remarkable 
: » his heart. 
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"^What do you mean by that?" 

"1 loathe himt" 

"Yet you are married? " 

She spread out her hands in a gesture that was 110 
ai >swer to his incredulity. Quick as thought he caught 
he r left. 

"Where's the ring?" 
"Yours is quite safe." 

"But tft e W edding-ring — your wedding-ring?" 
th* "* t0 ° k ^ off the moment we met. It dropped in 
e porch - J couldn't let you find out that way." 
H erhn n<1 a lso dropped out of his. He turned heavily 
F*f™* ** G r. It was as though for a moment he had 
cherished s 0m e mad hope; now he stood broken and 
aloof, shaken, with sobs that never reached his throat; 
oblivious alike to the rustle of the silk dress behind him, 
to the fluttering feather-weight of her hand upon his 
arm. 

"Oh, Oerxis, Denis, if I could die ... if I could diet 
It is worse for me. You are not married; you are not 

tied for life. But I deserve it all, all, all There's 

n o excuse for me, none. Yet there is some explanation 
— poor enough, God knows ! Won't you listen to that? 
Won't you listen to me at all?" 

He turned slowly round, and looked upon Nan with 
the unseeing fixity of the blind. "Go on," he said. "* 
am listening, and will listen." 

"He cheated ^^ ! "^ he cried, passionately. "He took 
yov* liters, and h^ t01 d me lies ,^ But j allowed myself 
[ a t>e cheated," she added miserably, "and I believed 
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"What writing do you mean?" he inquired quite in 
th e dark. 

"The address on the parcel." 

"What sort of parcel?" he exclaimed as the truth 
Jpied across him. "Quite small? Brown paper.' 

«£ quick, I want to know!" . 

Oh Ty es ^-yes— and you don't know what was in «. 
n > -Denis/* 

"niy fi*^ * what should have been " he said S rimly: 

stolen ^Ugget, according to promise; but it was 

«4 a ^ d Afterwards found." _ 3 

Did 7 y ° u a ° n,t know what was P ut in mstead ' 

you 7 °s e nothing else?" 

he hT lS St °oci stock-still in the deepening dusk. No, 

mJf f eVer thought of that; even now his simplicity 

7: ° ot cj *edit it until he had drawn every detail from 

ixans lips. The ring had possessed intrinsic value. He 

Aad always looked upon that as an ordinary theft. The 

discovery of tfae stolen nugget on Jewson's body had 

puzzled hi m , t>ut it was partially accounted for by 

another strange fact which had come to light after the 

death, namely, that the nugget had been purchased by 

jewson in trie first instance, elsewhere on the diggings, 

and deliberately planted at the bottom of the shaft 

where Denis found it. And not till this moment, months 

afterwards, had Denis penetrated the dead man's design. 

"You have indeed been cheated," said he. "Yet to 

believe me capable of behaving like that without a 

word! To have known m e as little as all that! Why, 

there was trickery on the f ace Qf {t But how c^ I 

talk? The ytook m %^^ decent people don't dream 

f such villainy; so I wa * fair game £ one en d, and you 



THE GREAX 



Gt^ F ' 



«f; the other I begi n to see *h€* ***■? 
remember when * e saicl good-bye <** ' 
--As if I com d fo t it .,~ 

"Itwastien^/ ro c wM 

day until it was stolen and sent h*** 

"Oh, T)enis!» 

**And it was then yon made me 
back to X ou tf ever Oh, what a /bo; 

"It was m 7 doing all. You di'cf^ 



it; vexed you and hurt you; it was ^ 
" JBut I promised, and I was ovom^ 
who is gone/ 9 said Denis. "He /* 
cahin at the time, for I distinctiy n 
there as we went on deck. And i^ 
lable to a ten times greater viJJa/^^ 
alive to answer for his crime!" a ^ ^ 
little dreaming that he had do^^M 
cloufc>Ie injustice in one brea th. - 

"lam not sure that he is a/f v 
her breath, but that was all. ^^ 

*'Ybu are not sure?" 
"I have not seen him sinc$ 
Denis was dumfonndered, k ^ 
"So you found ont just to^ *\^\ 
"Yes; and the hard pa^ | 
found out in timet" she said, V*V 
if telling of some other perso^ \%* 
of letters for me that ™«^ ^ 
there was so little time. I ^ % V 
I said I would read them i n V\ 
looked through the envelope, ^ 
to go away." ^\ \ 

1 
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He heard her ayenue oC w, never fen 

„as blade «££„* either han* *> bitter £*£; 
**»* *J ^fstood before *»* „ ^n**^ ^ 
how meeldy so hutniu ty of * * absorbed «* 

even the stntang * a ^nd too 

its spirit, ^s*° ^nd. „ she went on. 

— - L^^^P -open ed, »^ g j see *£ 



.^\^ i^o^ttSd -t *« 

line of it or to resist P Unes 1 saw 

mySClf m An^ere in ***£ ^ne astray* * * oll 



the letter in which you * J ott had ne ^ 
had written ^'*° | tt t how <*^^r 
single word f ron \ me ; u m e where you * , neve r 

aeir had a toe to tell m ^ D«J* all I 

«I don't blame jg**^ to-day, ^ ^ing 
bJamed you in my life D 1 understand £*> ^ of tb e 
*,av not blame you ye*- e mphas£ o ^^on 

as £ is .» There was^ ^ sU ght: * * 
hst words, but rt ^ a unerop hatic as u 

Misery he was now ^ inued . Nan, ^ ^n 

"It W as the letter- were *** * fa a*** 

tWd m « how splendidly ,y must have con ^ 
*> u hoped to sail: I thxn . fc waS aloj tthe y 

fecke/ship than your*; fainted^** q* smaU 

^ ^^<i that part I "J y docto r. J ** rivate _b«t 
«e ttt -downstairs for <** ^^d and q«"» v 
Pztrty everything was 



in 

e 



***„ tfiomeat. *«J Wn everything, » d f 
in » % see ^ He tried to M^^ hat °^ 
c* e ^ and a.vw y lusband until mj, ^ OV er, t» f 
res** ^ere i^**^aled to him to «f **sp/cfo 0s 7 
s°"~l, stairs a **o public scandal t * s< =aQ C ?aF H ' f 

1»»^ j covv{^ much for me; that i t £"^ *£>d' , 

eI ^r * M P*^ ° USe » and gaVe me ****** t C ' 
***■ j i se€ hi>^^ se d me to see Captain Dev eQi ° 
° t pret*J^ An d in my misery I came do**/ 
—-*.,, **<ded not to care if he would , 

^ can I know? He told -ne a 
X>T****** it out. I believe it v,as the t*£ 

*•» *£ begun b y him, ^* fi **t ad S 
then he had f0 it n. ^a* : 

sy stematic a ji yfor weeks; ^ e *^l fot 
he was, on ^ sp0 t, and **r£ eV , vA 
boasted of it, gloried in- **» ^Lx Tbs* 
game again for the same s^a ^ OAiS \v 
never looked at him a «**f -, ^caratvcs* ^ 
house a week to save >&« -££ t it v*as » 
to him and to my fathe day * "*** ** 



little as I cared, .f ^ ^^ S<>iae 
"To"ie"Bla. clc Sea ~ 



I came down agai** 



Gone where? " __ -*°~ ~* 



week." 

"But why?" 
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"To the war — with a draft of the Grenadiers." 

The war I "Denis had never heard of it until the 

night before, wtien the pilot came aboard ship, and 

since landing his own affairs and his own anxieties had 

filled his mind down to this cruel culmination. So 

Ralph Devenish, traitor and thief, had fled to fight his 

country's battles because he had not the pluck to stand 

and fight his own! Denis could not be fair for a 

moment to such an officer and such a gentleman; it 

was not in his allowance of very human nature. 

"Now you have told me everything," he said, "I 
can understand all but one thing. I can understand 
you disbelieving in me, your resentment of my silence, 
your failure to see that what you received without a 
line of explanation could never have been sent by me. 
It was your idea that I should send you back your ring 
it I changed — if I changed! You thought I would take 
nuic h }OUr WOrd without a word of my own to ask so 
th ^k nl y ° Ur for S iy eness! Well, you were at liberty to 

*as a r yon liked of me ; y° u little knew me ' and il 

th *£ I c ° r com P liment to what you did know; but all 
^der s ^* J \ understand. What I cannot and never shall 
* tt ametf #j? 1S how y° u flew round the compass and 
Wh at ^How within two months!" 

u *t*ble £f J 1 ^ 1 Nan to say? She had long been utterly 

*° nicG ; slie^h erstand ft hers elf. Ralph had never seemed 

^Uttibed; xiotiv 1 ^ 1 ^^ been wretcned » reckless, wounded, 

Ce pt to sl^oi^ n 8 had seemed to matter any more, ex- 

^y of shto^vi Sh ^ did DOt care > and that was her wicked 

°ut see Ixgx* ^^ itm ° h! slle had been wicked, wicked; 

Punishment! See the shipwreck of her 




the sea. Stay — do stay, 

2 t^ s^^^^AV ^""" v ' e me from myself ! " 

oXV oXv° e ^>eO> s ^ $V^ ^Z*** 1 will of adamant to resist 

\*^JL»s s^ e ' &&> ***«*. ^^^al; but Denis had soon 

to ^Mvee^ ^^ e ^ V u^ r * is dut * ^ every mo " 

^6. a . o-ntv ^fLetv ^^^onsciously hardening him- 

s ° - e d- ^ s ^L e Yxao- u ^ /Ml txis character came into his 

for ^t ^^^^otto®^ ^ptittt<3.^ , unflinching courage, un- 

m ^f \,o'** ^ e ng^' ^and wittxaI a certain narrowness, a 

s * oV^* S Y>sl^ a ^! ff and ° r inexperience, in questions 

de^ of upfc rmg * She liad married another man; 

m ^f T w and **? n § it, and let the end come quickly! 

of tr%g ^ a s an en< > ^ his heart; so he answered her now, 

ih0** -had argued , mU cb emotion, but with more fixity 

S ° 5lY, ^'Sty of decision. 

kir * Srpose aIld , nn ^: endi" cried Nan, wildly. "It's only 

of ^^ut it istl,t b t ^ause I ^ as Seated into marrying him, 

t>egto ning r /^^ jy0*> ./?<?*« — and only you!" 

tn€ % because . . • p e nis remembered how he broke 

an I* ^s *™& b *° T an d where he left her came back 

^^i'Towly'after hours It was in the house He 

to ***** JLr there. She loved him. He could not 

had ^nut there to creep in through the dark alone, 

Ie a %^ **. ° could h ave crept half the way unaided. But 

ev^x* ** ie had come before all that, and the rest made 

the ^^ediate impression on his mind; he was a mile on 

?° iX3C *7<\ before his brain began to clear, on the crest of 

** *7T where a sudden night-wind searched his skull. 

5 I** 1 * his e yes t and a rising moon, the road he had to 

^tx*^^ ^^ fe\i almost from his feet, to glimmer away into 

ij^^^^icl open country, and to remind him of the ship's 

P^t ^ on a calm night; only it was no longer the wake; 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 
NEWS OF BATTLE. 



s a fascination in returning stride by stride 
*** rtfl d roar of the metal tyres upon London's 



rftg$&. 0.tid roar ot me metal tyres upon 

to 



he tat^ 1 ^ js felt il though the depths of his blank 



"£>^**- ^potent rage; he only wondered that the 

st ° ne ' at v<i X v er struck him in the morning. Now he 

t£Vl - Yiad ^^V^lain at Hendon, and it reminded him of 

B ^lted & ^ S—the first far sound of Ballarat — as it 

? lC mirviatvn^ ^th each ringing step he took. His body 



edft , ° t7 ^^- the first far sound of Ballarat — as it 
eemed to ^^ iti perspiration ; never had he walked so 



^ ri^ 



was bath ed ^T such a rate. But a vague object had de- 
many *nfles ^ wa y. By half-past nine he was in Lon- 
veloped on *** ^^ nOW he might have been walking on 
don's throat; 

cotton-^ ^* ^ he heard such an uproar: it was Satur- 
iSTever ba g dgwar e Road was a vast trench of stalls 
day nig* 11, ^ nT [^ w ith naked flames, strident with hoarse 
and t>arrows, ^^ waS not Londoner enough to know 
voices, ° beware Road. He had the vaguest ideas 
that it *<* h * waS , until, on asking his way to the 
as to ^JjrLrn he *as invited to take his choice be- 
Londo n . lar i' illuminations of several London taverns 
tween *£? g * ^fter that he applied to a constable, 
bef ° re eS S minute sat cooling in a hansom cab. 
and ** 



The ha^ 
short tacks, ^*v^ 
about, but ^%*.j * 
to Denis. .{M. *°*Uj 
westernmo^ ^ a « c 
threaded -^ j *» H^ 
soroewh^ ^*b~7 atii ^i 
Home. ** Xn P f ! e Sa 
one of t^ «>e Q 

And thi* * ty A em ^ 
aeafenfn^ \^ at a ch 
that sJe e £ ^ nd c 7° Dd o Q >s 

the cabW j£j* »*. , 

know v , J^ an overpower 
knew j*# he couid rfl. 
acute b ^e//: ^ d J 
He ^° «!P«cuU. The 

a ^ Use ^ frougfct hir«" 
** * tie? 1 , 6 t2ar °ugh tl 

**<> am d take iri y°w 

earaecf 7 ^ robabl > r ^ear<a 

»**&., Ilis cabman, 

„ c as to say, if it's 
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"To me it is," said Denis, "and I pray that it may 
prove equally so to him; but it will be time enough 
after the banquet, and I can take care of myself mean- 
while." 

And he crossed the street slowly, pondering his re- 
solve, which was simply to impress his daughter's de- 
spair upon John Merridew's mind; to implore him not to 
leave her too much alone, but to find her some bright 
companion without a day's delay, to keep watch and 
Ward over her from that day forth. 

That was the motive of which Denis found himself 
aware; if i n the bottom of his heart he yearned for a 
Word of unforeseen sympathy, of inconceivable comfort, 
°f wildest hope, the thought never arose to the surface 
of his mind. 

But he was distracted from all his thoughts by cheer 

^/tter frantic cheer from the great hall across the road. 

</ifs was no ordinary after-dinner enthusiasm. The 

^g-iiteci windows rattled in their leads. A crowd was 

t? jrrX2irx g in the street. A whisper was running through 

^ crowd. 

€ f " Tl*e Lord Mayor's there," said a voice near Denis. 

^^3fe came on foot not five minutes ago. It's something 
Ox-t2^. hearing, you mark my words!" 
w H>erais marked them with the listless interest of one 

lio JhM.a.<l realised neither his country's peril nor his 
^ixn-fcrj^rnen's excitement. It was impossible that he 
^o«-*<3.- He had forgotten that England was at war. 

^ ** I^^^re he comes back again!" exclaimed the same 

^cit^d vo^e. "That's his lordship, him in the gold 
^c*:£:r3- I See me Papers in his hand; see the face on 
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iP g *^T further. Heads were uncovered and 

\>efoxe ^° e< ^ to*- . ^^- Cheer upon cheer raig to its height 

^aXs ^ waV t> ped **^^ Musketry in single shouts. The con- 

a»& * x °\xx*&* ^^^e alive with running men. The blood 

^^A^tvixig ^^ **> the City's heart. 

"*** Tfeoas v/o^^ed to find a moisture in his eyes; it 

, Ya \>* c ^ ^ heart-break which had occasioned him 

\ess owtwaxd eiac >tion, and he was carried away no more. 

T\ie \joid *&&!l ox > indeed, was departing from the point; 

be had paused to enlarge upon the delightful character 

of bis duty before completing its performance. Some few 

months since it had fallen to his lot to announce that 

war had been proclaimed between that country and 

Russia; he had now the great satisfaction of making 

known to them that the Allied forces had taken the first 

step towards reducing to reasonable limits the barbaric 

Power against which they were engaged. He could not 

help adding that he considered the interests of humanity, 

an d the happiness of the whole human race, were all 

deeply concerned in the victory. 

Denis did not join in the renewed cheering. His 
brow was contracted, but not from want of sympathy 
With the excellent sentiments expressed. He was him- 
self engaged against the sudden onslaught of an impos- 
sible thought. 

"I will now read to you," continued the Lord Mayor, 

"the letter with which I have been honoured by the 

£>uke of Newcastle. 'My Lord/ he writes, 'I have the 

honour SLXxdL high gratification of sending your lordship 

a proof copy of an extraordinary Gazette containing a 

telegraphic message from her Majesty's Ambassador at 

Constantinople, by which the glorious intelligence of the 



ceS s of tV^ \ 

b AsW s V»^V^ d this mornrnv *t j,-**!- - *■* 

^J fellow ^^l«,t humb /e4^ f e 'nth ec . ^ 

tr ^h * nu *t^ p of the Russ/^s, </***» «ie s f? d<? d /„ xjV^ 
t, Al" 1 ^, ^ ro "s artillery and c^?t*>ni n „*&<?: 'Ww K\* ' 
*** tbe Al^as attacked on the a ^? onV°'%! *V^ 
^ s t tW^ d ^oops, and carried fe~% *»*** A ^ P %5*^ 

^ ^reu^v w °undcd, and an equa/ ; OSs °* «& 0i/f f Jt ^ 2 

ttl full r^/}* The Russian army was forced"* th * *il**T 
it* i"hej. ^ at '" Put «'^* 

"Fov.^ was perhaps one second of profound a ^ 
An rt *teen hundred ! * said an awed voice. a =" t *- 

\£r then arose such a storm of shawm* w-s. 
oheenng ^ had never heard ^ ^ u^w*^ 

hf ™ S faring with the lustiest roar^S * _ «« 

** th0 *ghts in sound- But » «»J5* TgS^Z 

voice Said> „ Fourtee „ hvt^dredV' -d ^ A ~^ 

below the breath from Up tc .Up *» ^ ^*«-* ** 
poor GuaMs M, Thereat the ««1V t *©» ^ • 

Denis's foreftead— so deep J *™^ ** **-*** > ^ 

them to fifl xvith blood ***f ^,*. 

him if the Guards w , ere ^ neM<' ^^ ^<o 

"In it?" cried the ***f" d«V^ V*^ 
and the front of I*. ^^^Wot fin«h**\ «** 
The Lord Ma^ Attendance. V^ ( 
one and aH for their «J*^ of the* ^ 




one and a« for the£ ~~ tc ^ y of *- e «* 

pious belief that tUjs happin ess J ^ A3 ,* 
the civilisation *j? nappe"*^ 
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bowing to tike cheers that echoed his remarks. He 

proposing tlie cheers for our soldiers. He was 

ng the cheers for the French. He was descending 

dignity from the portico, with the policemen's 

ms still p>laying U p 0n j^g g,. ea t gold chain and 

.und face, sl hearty figure in spirited contrast to the 

colonnade at his back. 

*ut Denis t>ent glowering at the flagstone on which 
x>od. His neighbour's answer to his query about 
Guards was still rattling in his head: he had heard 
ng since with that part of the ear which cora- 
cates with the brain. 

•"he group of gentlemen from the London Tavern 
^ed tlie Lord Mayor down the steps; one of them 
d close to Denis, waving a telegram as if it were 
>• 

He must have got it off w ith ^ dispatches," said 
"It lias been delivered at mv office this evening, 
ortunately the housekeeper knew where I was." 
And your son-m-law has come through safe and 

Safe an< i SOU nd, thank Godi" 

■ was 3VIr. Merridew, still flushed and flustered with 
nent and satisfaction: as k! S Denis scanned 

*Y&» ^ell-meaning face v^f, Tlfd withdrawn de- 
tely from the pa* ofthe * v m he bad driven 

I London to see. Tall ? "I"? wh ° ,t San'. 
tfo w , sir, move on r^i t0 him ab ° 
JeswoJlencro^'P^l" cheapside , 

ng, dieerine; and ~- learning O ™ lo c vr ; P » 

>o re «^ ^^^-ging "Parta^CtheSunds 
'aintly to the st^rT Wes tWard Alir eady Z~l 

Steps of the Royar^*^^ ***** 










last 
^ la-ntern. 



t>ut I 



and I wisfi you'd 



-pock^. > sir? 

ar a of ^ this war," lie pwsu e( / ^ 0/ tf, 
^VfL Gua^c* X before to-ctey. Ca*i " *>o u 
tUe ^Co^ have gone?" 



tl» e 



**>* me „ ^ 

—x , said the pojj 
at was /Ii// of notes ^^ rrf ^rt 



o r 



***>. 



«But; r rea m and Grenadiers, si>.- 



flie 




"Th^ ** ot dl of them ? 
f the Ci first battalion of the Coldstr eam and 
°* rjh- *^nadiers." * L *-^. 

**ian's prompt answer drew Denis's att ei - vr . v ^ ji E =**-•** 

ifce m^n hi mS e]f. He was over six feet in hci^t,*^^*, 

*** ** Wh of it thrown a W But ^J™g^?£^Z 

a* 1 * *«* a p e Cu ii ar pride of f *£ te ~f£ x^- ^— — - 

e^S lasm J hich ad aeci a «£■£ 

emobon to be found in any .<**?* ^V^*> ^^ 
"An old Guardsman?" ^gf fte ^V- ^ 

"An old Grenadier, sirl <** ^ *> ^ ^ 

I would ffl Ve ten years of my ^ «^' 



AS-* 



now I" 

"Do you suppose tiiey 
Denis was searching 



have 



vp**' 



so\i«" *'-^ 



=*».* 



fejo^fv 



"If the" losses ^g^SiS *g<* 



keep 



back ours to rurx 

"But they'W 
take it?- 

siMe." 
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j "Of course there'd be no chance for a recruit in 

; ] such a draft?" 

Denis had hesitated, and then forced a grin. The 
old grenadier shook his head. 

"I doubt it, sir; but a very good man, who knew 
his drill, they might take him over the heads of others. 
They want all the good men they can get in time of 
war. Why, sir, that's a sovereign!" 

"It was meant to be; it's not a night for less. And 
» now can you tell me where the rest of the Grenadiers 

are?" 

"Wellington Barracks, sir." 

Denis fell into his natural smile. 

"I don't know London very well. Will you do one 
more thing for me before I move on?" 

"That I will, sir." 

"Will you tell me how to find my way to Wellington 
Barracks ?" 



"^ r ^A^Vl^ES 



% 



*5 






CO*- GC7V ^-AWTCBS 2) 



or 




^tlyiog Pi^ officer was 

dr i^zl^g <i *" of Grenadiers; the faf *'* * 
sodden ^^Jn effectual/^ shrouded '*<* h^ u ^ , 

Modify ^n **«*, as be £ skl - n an /^ t IgL^i 

Salpn ^v^^et incorrigibly <**£^°»?£Z k\ 
^ties M t ^ msh ' however, and he w as f*££** ?*<* *X , 
twenty b^ SOn * punctilio. The sentriL S^e "t^, 
sundered J? 6 ? a Part, all but invisible to «- acK <^^?5T 
chain, a s waiting for the dawn to comp\ev e \^^-^~ 
liis boot at each lir »h the officer halted smmS. v> &s ^ 

<(p ' s well." v e*vv--=3e<- ««» ?=^~ 

bXc ^pt your rifle/, eh."?*' muttered ^ e & ^>?^^^^S ■o^ 
or two; from tAe third Ue took the man* ^J^^c*^ «=*^^U. 
and fr 0ni ft . , po „ re a a. tiny jet o* v < J^**!^*^ 
palm of i is 7eft S nd . " Keep it cov*^ v<v^ ^°^ -%^ 
it mil never go off"," was Inis audibVs * ^V* 1 *^*^ 
s «i&7 and the next. One. who ****£*.«-* 

marvelled at such zeal and such & , 

DeveDj'sh. "^"^nC 

0fl e who knew l*im <ii<3.. ^ ^ 

M «'s well." - _ x expect. \f *-' 
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<I supp^ s f you thought I didn't recognise you?" 
'I die***'* S"H° W knH k ^ 

Well, I *V d : !£L had you put on this picket on 
,se to S et m o7e tt» ? y ° U; but don>t y«« raise 
«*** *"£e Tr'ath w iS" "f "^ mine >" ****** 
ition of *f*7 ed in h ,« * "What are you doing 

: " te 5^ EngIand? StrenUOUS Undert ° ne - "™- 

^ U u l *list iwornbg of September." 
'The 1 ^t a .ae you enlist!" 

;l !2 lt s S«*» e nighL ". 

'•» jr.' -snLEwfegr ?rs w 

piece. " ^J *£ ia y° u choose my regiment?' 

F£^V-^» WS ^ * ** Ahna-and 
J£E wonder." Ralph chuckled harshly. 
«It was one to roe; Dut I couldn't help it, an d I felt 
^ther battle it would be the same P So I enlLted 

,«TTo make sure, eh?'^ sneered Ralph. 
«To run your risks!' said Denis through his teeth 
_chances are that one of us ^ %j£ <«£ 
S ces are less that we both will!" g Dack ' The 

rtxe rain took up the whispering fo r the next few 



4<1 see\" ^ <> 

ls i We\\ ^*<3 ^afpfe at /er/^J 

*° fiO* 1 ^S^ marched o« ^ W*^ tt , ^ 

^ t %o gloty » o^in his i*s* W o^ S «. b eft "* e ^ t^V* 

y et T^ ***** them again. S * «» «*4?, ^ VW 

^aiders, ** sank into Jus be*,.-,. '*«& fc A «?\k 

***2; ** t^ d »ade quite a repo«^' ^^ * * VV^ 

*°t* abo u ^xt sentry was to be E^J* * £f °* V^ 

^Sld be ti Ws rifle ' and r>enis wo «<W^ s ^4* A ^^ ^ 
c^y f p a ~*> e sole ca "se of the unusual « tlo ,,K^^^ V ^ 

^f^LJ Jj l %ht returned to recapture the attend ' 

<Jt s .^j, itches had long been redeemed by a * 

e*** 1 . 6 Sounds from within the enemy's line* 

*> el ?Z,5 Sebastopol had fhst united in ^- 

and from that hQur the outpoS te bad ^ w, 

distant, i mermittent> but „o« ^iSu^^"^-^^- 

a» d . "jnething nearer to the ear- A * yv S^* ^ *~* 

beginning to weld the lin^s «o*» &*>£>-* ^&>* 

and greatcoats that stretched ^YtfU-S^fi*; S^k? 

And by degrees the cia.r^ »*£**• £ *fr £***^<&g* 

dripping fo/ahnost a.* «»£«£££ ,o^^ **r-* *??< 

A pattefof invisible ^-^ e ;j sed to <^ ^ ^ & 

tion of Jhkennan hel «£2Udi« ^ l ^f^ V Vt*^*"W 
came no nearer; U* e C> r lhe cornpa^W ^^^y^ *> 
and in the m is'ty *-££«££- , ^ £f f^* 5 * 
two of the Guards •*»£* t i*e *?*•_£«*** ^ 
rainbow curve d ***££*- »*oo* *£j£, *<** 
"Shell!" Eve ry V*^ e r ***«' * 
the she// s kinar** eCl 
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» soft ground beyond, a number flung themselves 

heir faces, and lay like ninepines until it burst 

hitting one. 

;and up, stand up!" cried a sergeant with a 

cutter on the back of his red head. "You're not 

trenches now, and that's sugar-plums to what 

goin' to get. Look over there!" 

i the plain beneath the high plateau occupied by 

ree companies, the Russian cavalry could be seen 

the rising fog, advancing obliquely on the northern 

s, preceded by a cloud of skirmishers. Nothing 

^ned the outpost of Guards; no more shot or shell 

ciiong them; and word came for them to march 

to camp in order to draw cartridges and exchange 

dripping muskets for dry. 

-was no welcome order to the picket, already further 

the action than their gallantry could bear. Heavy 

on the northern heights convinced them that the 

of the Brigade were already hotly engaged. Yet a 

3 company of Grenadiers and two of the Coldstream 

to start the day by turning their backs upon friend 

foe and din of battle. 

'■Never- mind, boys," cried the sergeant in the cheese- 
r - "It'll be your turn directly, and meanwhile you 
s *y yoVLr prayers, for you'll be smelling hell before 
re *n JrtO^ older!" 

D **h <«*rould have given a good deal to have been 

„ thi& ^ e,a y be fore battle of which he had heard 

Uc h. 3r* e found it as trying as report maintained. 

J? ul <i ** ot but th *nk of his last words to Ralph 

Jp* *> ^' rl ^ a l Ralph marched aloof he looked as 

* h? ****g ht be linking of them too, Denis began 
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A horse's hoofs came thudding through the fog, * 
arlet coat tonrst through it like the sun. 

«The Dake says you're to join your battalion," cried 
>e staff-office toDi^ they're hard prised at 
le two-gu» t>attery up above." 

Devenisl* Reeled round, and his handsome face was 
ransfigured as ne waved his sword. 

"They 5^™*^ *e colours!" he shouted. "They 
an't do wxt» out us after all!" ' 

And wit-h a ^augh and a yell the men sprang forward, 

tie sergea*** p eni J a * red « his hair, even the grumbler 

ressing otx aios \- tll J nee J Is ' and perhaps only Denis him- 

df with *£ reJ^T? ^ y ° nd oonu "»« * once to the 

>scue of Senis h^H k End t0 ^P s ™* *e shrouded 

*■ But ^ to noS ^ J? ear RaI P h when he tumed > 
ear enough l * ote «« rad,ant look, to catch the smil- 

* «** 2?« owl « n ^! S enen, y was Wo«ed out of 
>ind by *** behav,-. *! d ° ne *>evenish justice after 
1? Was b> s £*V™ as base as it had seemed? Was 
ia t shining » nd fearless face the face of a bad man 
ld a co^^ Handsome, joyous and brave, as 

rangely e^en th I "*** ^ after death > ««'<» »7 
xnan have »*^»w one now, she might rather have 
rgiven it &&? , e * 

So though* "««» to himself as he marched in chill 
ence among ™ s jelling comrades. He had not been 
th them at toe Alma. It was his fi t b tt , d 

t it had only bcgjm to the ear; not a man had been 
: before his eyes not a fl ash had penetrated the pale 
st ahead »P°* £*: hei g h *s. Yet the mist was paler 
m it had evf r b een; and to ^ ^ £ 

ley of the T<*ernaya, whence it h ?d risen mpatcK" 
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tt^e oBB««*- xe ^ ts a a? eared - The rank and rile were 
\^ x^evx ^T'!"^ ,^ir ° St to a man; but here and there 
^«e * «f*?^ *""* and a flashirjg sword . ^ in the 
«to* o£ te line ^ ^ * and 

^ot«»w° ? ndlttd «* a Union J ack - 

<* "bi^ men. There „ eamed Devenish, racing ahead 
'^ Sx^acV wS v W e S °° need for him to tell them. 
bu ^ Aitnlv as >,- „„ y Ilm S at his heels, and Denis saw 

« la »^d over thS ard ^em; a couple of officers 
g? d *tre am ZZil^ 1 ^ saw ** red P lumes of the 

roa? J* Jealousy «r£ th<9r swords m a sudden P* 3 " 
Va? ed ' ^d leaned W^ a «« n » Grenadiers!" they 
*il? £°U«g afteV then^ ^ e , lane , w ? th the whole grey 



donk iu "-ahs the bat^V And ^^ ba y° nets down and 

thro, K Sampling the h drOVC Slraight mt ° the rC ~ 
thf U ^ the two P mK dead , an d driving the living 
a *>fc iee s^ s bras ^s ' as a green se a is emptied 



j, 1,l mItaneouslv the 

Pi e . battery Wer e „*,***?** of Russians to the north of 

£^**» a?^ ™* d by a ^ge of the Scots 

Da . ^Idstreamers blooH Uie line of Guards ^ and now 
th? l0Xl win S extendi* f tfa^mselves upon the com- 
, c r edoixbt: but jw?.^ ' tlie southera shoulder of 
£**d tlxeir own into ^ Sh ***** his Grenadiers had fo1 " 
s ni *g with his back re ^oubt itself, and Denis was 
^eat from his f 0re h a ? ailXst ^ lie P* 1 *!** brushing the 
ea *th. u ead, cleaning his bayonet in the 

There was no m^ 

em oti 0a al effect of tv mo,sture ln his e y es - The 
l ne spectacie had yielded in an in- 
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<>**> f^fV Sai <* Denis with his cartridge' 

**feet** J , he bit off the end, dropped the 

^ tl* e ^ UZ2le of his piece, reversed and 

^^ into n * other thought in his heated 

Yv °^ad bee £ S ^ akin S to the gallant officer who 

ic into ^ first action. He did not realise 

^ xVC% ualp* 1 Devea isri. He had forgotten that 

* aS *. a t> ein B iu t^e word. 



CHAPTER XXX. 

T**E SANT3BAG BATTERY. 



Had ** ot long to wait There was a sudden 

**** ^ t lvenort hern shoulder of the redoubt Shouts 

> n a rQse in an instant to the continuous din of 

h€>tS combat, as the strokes on a gong ring into 

atC sulphurous cloud brooded over the struggling 

^ worked its way down the inner wall of the 

h ^a clung to the angle of the first embrasure; 

y ' itl ch the bearskins were overborne, and between 

by e^sed the cross-belts and the infuriate sallow 

• pf tb e P eaked **&*• Just then Denis saw a hand- 

^V-js comrades, not actually in the path of the 

y ; aV alanche, forming for a flank attack upon the 

^ in an instant he was one of them, and in an- 

dxey bad leapt upon the enemv with ball » butt > 

r y0 n et - T he Russians were pinned against the 

f tfr e work " Those whom they had been driving 

A &ti& dr0Ve them ' Murderously assaulted in front 

fl nk> tbe invadin g battalion turned and fled as they 

1 rae> leavin S the ground thick with their dead. 



A 



more 
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ind at such \^ m T^^LT icipated — 
poignantly than that of being Juwfixed where he lay. 

The man fell dead ™J*J* *£■ Anon he saw his 

friend the red-headed sergean , being i ed tive d 

he hill by two of the enemy, suddenly wrest ^ ^^ 

from one of them, club them both wrth it, and bayonet 

one after the other before they could rise. That also 

made Denis shudder. And yet he was bit - ft car 

tridge at the moment, having killed with his last, at 

arm's length, a splendid fellow who had grasped his 

bayonet while he poised his own. 

Now the Sandbag Battery seemed out of sight, be- 
cause it was quite another thing from this side and 
now they were back in it, sweeping the Russians out 
once more. Denis did not know that the work had 
changed hands half-a-dozen times before his company 
came into action, but even he saw the uselessness of a 
redoubt from which our soldiers could only see one 
way, and that in the direction of their own lines. The 
dead, indeed, now lay piled to the height of any 
banquette No wilful foot was set on them. It was 
only the hvmg for whom there was neither shrift nor 
pity on that bloody field. 

This was the last that Denis Saw of ^ Sandb 

^^U ? *" ° nC those Who > ^d by a bevy of 
hot-headed officers, incontinently Scaled ft ^ one * an 

aung themselves upon the ousted enemy, and hunted 
aim aovm-hill m crazy ecstasies. A hoarse voice in 

l igh ^f wXeTeT* C ° mmand td SeS Lm 
hG ^serled bVall ?? nadier flours drooped in the 
iaZC ' d Z rSwzhSL™ a cou P le «f hundred bearskins, 
t was as though the cur Se of ^ Gadarene swine had 
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roar, while his eyes rested U p 0n a c j ear 3^3 tranquil 
patch in the green valley Q f the Tchernaya, with tiny 
frees and a white farm-house set out like toys. His 
Noughts were not very clear, but they were flying over- 
sea s, and as they still flew the officer's voice rang in his 
ear s. So this was the end. A few Russians in loose 
0r der led the column; they were soon swept aside; and 
J^to the real head of the advancing multitude the twenty 
hurled themselves like men who could not die. 

^enis never knew what happened to himself. He 
remembered his captain being bayoneted through the 
? s °f his cloak, and cutting down two Russians at 
^niost one stroke of his sword; he remembered longing 
his a SWord of his own > as nis P iece was wrenclieci f rom 
memiT aSp hy a dead wei S ht on the bayonet He re- 
Past 5 red Planting both fists at once in a couple of 
still d es ]it bv savage little eyes. And his fists were 
the ^° ut>le <i when he opened his eyes hours later on 
^oomit battlefield. 
E>ei2i s t P eat weight lay across his legs, so stiffly that 

**2 cont ° Ught the dead man a lo S until ms hand came 

^outh ^ Ct with dam P clothing. His own throat and 

n° Ust ^<^^ re fuJJ ° f somethin g hard and horrible. His 

• e sici and beard were clotted with the same thing. 

*#*** v*^^ of his face feJ t numb and swollen; but his 

fi/^^fiia^ uninjured, and the pain not worse than bad 

° ut J-> ,- * ** e S ot upon his hands and knees and looked 

by ttItj ** i t ciav ' s haze liad vanished with the smoke of 

$/ ***o xxi<^ VaS a StU1 and Clear ni g ht > brilliantly lighted 

^^ aj ^ ° n ' Tlle Tcliernaya lay like a tube of quick- 

S the peaceful plain whereon Denis had gazed 
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. ^nd don't you go for to move and melt it 
" ' ^v'oxmded officer wants to see you." 

is ^elxispered something inarticulate. It was his 
tempt to speak, 
/hat's -that? Yes, it's our captain," said the other, 

e , s waiting to hear if you're alive. If you're sound 

the t^ e f n we can gi ye y° u an arm apiece, and 
to *" m * n ten minutes. He's on'y in one o' the 
° pivision tents." 

« is c ° uld aslc no q uesti °ns, but he had strength 
? n to a,ct upon this suggestion, and in a few minutes 
h ar *iO*ig the lighted tents. They put him vividly 
s f nis first night at Ballarat That was the 
l* e had s P°ken to Ralph Devenish until the 
)& e f this dreadful day. 

in 8 -p^lph was lying in a military tent, a candle 
5oW xp&te 1 °*" champagne on the service trunk at 
a tU #,fid an army surgeon on a camp-stool beside 
i\bo^> 

^ ed# ^ a t the m an you want to see?" asked the 
<Is ^ a t bundled Denis from the tent next instant, 
eon, de jxis conductors hold both lanterns to his face. 
^ a u try to speak!" he went on to Denis. "Your 
A has pr actica,, y fr °zen; and we must keep it so 
11 as w~e can - Hold this wad to it till you come 
° n f ought* 1 '* to let y° u go in— but he's worse than 

The cauti^ 11 was repeated to Ralph; then Denis took 

camp-stool, «* ^e two were left alone. 

"I am eft 0, Ve seen vou a g am " murmured 

loh in hall^ tones - "Do you know when I saw 

i last? J X* eV ^ r t 1101 ^ 1 * of it till this moment It 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 
TIME'S WHIRLIGIG. 

]ohn Dent was a Yorkshire yeoman, bora in the last 

^^.rs of the eighteenth century, of that hardy northern 

v^ck w Wch is England's biceps to this day. As a very 

„ ^tl e b °y he was sent to Richard Grammar School, and 

y ^jre eventually educated beyond the needs of his voca- 

Z £?&* which was to live all his days upon the land of 

* ^ fathers. John Dent was quite prepared to do so 

% y^cX he had seen something of the world; and by 

** %fW **e had not only seen more of it than was usual 

^ tl* ose times, but had fallen in love on his travels with 

& young Irish gi r l f a social station indubitably above 

^ ,^ own. What was more important, the young Irish 

X>* jy had fallen in love with John Dent, who was hand- 

0* ^e, huge, and gentle, with no great sense of humour, 

&& t of tenderness and strength compact. 

K? Being what he was, John Dent came to his point 

-& startling directness, was accepted, left the party 

^Vii c h he proposed to deplete, and travelled like the 

** ^ to Dublin, where a perfect old gentleman sent him 

a1 L ut his business in the sweetest imaginable brogue. 

Jifl Dent r eturned t0 Yorkshire with hardly a word, 

f° t his affairs in order, ascertained his income to a 

S ^cety, chartered a little ship at Whitehaven, and landed 

?* Dublin with his business books under his arm and 
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d i^ e ^ S ' just as John Merridew had himself fore 
le Place t ?° ment of emotion on the Australian 

at once t ^ made for 1Denis in his firm led 
Wa s now e 1J unior Partnership. But the new 

* time whenth t0 bring in a ,itt,e capita1, and 

> every line * i £ rowm S ne ed of steamers was 
' w ere as n^ih- ^ ex P ense * his few thousands, 
* e of the s - ng com P ared with his practice] 
1 and a Dent*' and so> sti11 in the ' fifties > a 
s and Nan w 7 r J e ha nd-in-glove. 

*e Indian MutinJ u 0t married until the wmter 

recovery to h j* ecause Denis made a quick 

°ne, and to « \ by an im pulse, as he had 

War. He through the rest of the 

>f the Guards^Bw * -3 Ser g eant of that ra ^ ed 

n a midsummer? 4 -? e which marched thr0U S h 
frnrn *k~ i_ ; da y and which the Queen 

nZ, JS. ba,COn y of Buckingham Palace. 

idftWi ?*^ and quktly h °^ ht him - 

., a civilian once more shorn of his 
' tatt f. l * at he drove down to Hertfordshire 
on 5* £ me , m his We. Me looked several years 

> habitual expression was a iittle grim and 
iovement of head and eyes something staccato. 
JT e off. And many people never noticed that 
f one nostril Was muc h deeper than the other, 
ras there a Russian bayonet had been driven 

face. 
v ed i» ^don, if trie part that was still Old 

could t> e so reckoned at that time. But in 
»v took a cottage near Mr. Merridew, partly 
vrtis ca lled The Fortune, and was 7 et one of 
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.nitude to which Nan enticed her husband. 

lised the tall and lazy-looking gentleman who 

Denis; in point of fact he was a public man, 
ss lazy than he looked; but as Nan did not 

she withdrew to the nearest ottoman, where 
very beautiful under the glass chandelier of 

(in spite of its unregenerate skirts) during the 
ersation which Denis was careful not to cut 
1. 
.e you saw the news?" said the tall man, as 

and Denis had been meeting every day. 
news from where, sir?" 

Hill Flat, if vou h a pp en to recollect such a 

aid think I did!" cried Denis. "But I haven't 
ing about it in the paper." 
w you had a good memory," said the tall 
ng a little over his beard. "I suppose it 
any chance hark back to what I told you 
e day happen on Black Hill Flat?" 
*!" cried Denis again. "You used to say 
vould be found there sooner or later." 
s found the other day, within a few feet of 

;aid it would be ! »» 

he Native Youth s i de> and p i entv of it, in- 
solid lump nearly as big as the one y0 u got 
old shaft They call it the Nil Desperandum 
lich amuses me, because I never met another 
lidn't despair of the place. I'm surprised you 
r d of it," sald the old deep-sinker, and with 
passed on. 
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Nan was immensely excited under t . fcecai;^ ^)*^ 
delier; and excitement and bright lights sti ^ ^ j. ^ ^4- 
but Denis had never known his wife so D* ^ ^ e<r r; 

"But you know who it is?" she asked Otfj 

beginning and end. 

"Indeed I don't." 

"You know that man to speak to, and you ^^ 
know him by name?" 

"No; who is he?" 

And she told him with bated breath. 



/ 

/ 



THE END. 
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mour and pathos and brilliant in dialogue, 
by the gifted author of "No. 5, John 
Street." 

The Heart of Rome. By F. 

Marion Crawford. 2 vols. - 
3695/96. 

Mr. Crawford's new romance has all 
the fascination of his other Roman stories. 
He introduces us to the mysteries of an 
ancient palace, and to one of the strangest 
features of the Eternal City — the "Lost 
Water." 

Tea-Table Talk. By Jerome 
K. Jerome, i vol. -3697. 

Conversation and anecdote, humour 
and philosophical reflections, told by 
imaginary and varied characters in Mr. 
Jerome's well-known and delightful style. 

Mankind in the Making. 
By H. G. Wells. 2 vols.- 
3698/99. 

This is a serious book, which should be 
read and pondered on by everyone capable 
of serious thought, and with the welfare 
and improvement of the human race at 
heart. A work which will be lasting in its 
results. 

Adventures of Gerard. By 
A. Conan Doyle, i voL- 
3700. 

A sequel to the " Exploits of Brigadier 
Gerard," and the closing incidents in the 
life of that dashing campaigner. We hold 
our breath while the Colonel of the " Hus- 
sars of Conflans " has hairbreadth escapes 
in nearly every country of Europe. 



Katharine Frensham. ] 
Beatrice Harraden* 2 vol 



37oi/ 



2. 



Miss Harraden 's new story changes 
venue from England to Norway and b< 
again, and its motif from sorrow to joy 
gradations that hold the reader sp< 
bound. 

The Relentless City. 
E. F. Benson, i vol.- 370 

A highly modern and exciting now 
abounding in keen satire, brilliant woi 
play, and some excellent and very ' * relei 
less" descriptions of New York and 
"four hundred." 

An Unshared Secret, an- 
Other Tales. By Florenc 
Montgomery, i vol. -3 70. 

The volume contains five delightful sho 
stories by the celebrated and popular ai 
thoress of " Misunderstood." 

My Poor Relations. B 

Maarten Maartens. 2 vols, 

3705/6. 

A collection of highly realistic picture 
of Dutch peasant life by a master hand 
The somewhat gruesome style of the fin 
three stories is pleasantly relieved by 
final beautiful conception, " The Sumrae 
Christmas." 

Odd Craft By W.W Jacobs 
1 vol.- 3707. 

A new collection of those light, hu- 
morous tales of bargemen, publicans and 
rustics which have made the author sc 
justly famous. Their characteristic Ian 
guage and behaviour are as irresistibly 
funny as ever. 



The Tauchnitz Edition is to be had of all Booksellers and 
Railway Libraries on the Continent, price Jt> 1,60. or 2 francs 
per volume* A complete Catalogue of the Tauchnitz Edition is 
attached to this work. — *\ 



